Ezekiel Foretold Israel's Rebirth

THERE IS ANOTHER IMPORTANT SIGN that we haven't discussed yet, and that is the rebirth of the
nation of Israel. After all, the “man of sin” can't sign a covenant with Israel if Israel doesn't exist as a
nation! The rebirth of Israel in modern times is absolutely critical; without her none of the end-time
prophecies can be fulfilled. Many people consider the rebirth of Israel to be the key indicator that we
have entered the last days.

As it turns out, the Bible actually prophesied when Israel would be reborn. This can be found in
Ezekiel 4:

Ezekiel 4:1: “Thou also, son of man, take thee a tile, and lay it before thee, and
portray upon it the city, even Jerusalem:

2 And lay siege against it, and build a fort against it, and cast a mount against it; set
the camp also against it, and set battering rams against it round about.

3 Moreover take thou unto thee an iron pan, and set it for a wall of iron between
thee and the city: and set thy face against it, and it shall be besieged, and thou shalt
lay siege against it. This shall be a sign to the house of Israel.

4 Lie thou also upon thy left side, and lay the iniquity of the house of Israel upon it:
according to the number of the days that thou shalt lie upon it thou shalt bear their
iniquity.

5 For I have laid upon thee the years of their iniquity, according to the number of
the days, three hundred and ninety days: so shalt thou bear the iniquity of the
house of [srael.

6 And when thou hast accomplished them, lie again on thy right side, and thou shalt
bear the iniquity of the house of Judah forty days: I have appointed thee each day
for a year.

7 Therefore thou shalt set thy face toward the siege of Jerusalem, and thine arm
shall be uncovered, and thou shalt prophesy against it.

13 And the Lord said, Even thus shall the children of Israel eat their defiled bread
among the Gentiles, whither I will drive them.”

In this passage God used Ezekiel as an object lesson. The Lord was going to punish Israel for
430 years (390 years + 40 years), and to illustrate this God commanded Ezekiel to lie on his side for
430 days. This was done as a sign to the house of Israel, but the Israelites paid no attention to the
warning. Instead of repenting they hardened their hearts, and God's judgment came upon them. As
foretold, they were carried into captivity and spent the next 70 years in exile.

Even this, however, did not teach them anything. Since they did not repent, the Lord only
allowed a small remnant of the Jews to return to Israel in 536 BC. The rest of the nation remained
scattered abroad, as the Lord had threatened in verse 13.

When the Jews returned home only 70 of the appointed 430 years had taken place, which still
left 360 years. However, the fact that the Israelites did not learn their lesson during the first 70 years of
punishment activated this provision of the Mosaic Law:

Leviticus 26:23: “And if ye will not be reformed by me by these things, but will
walk contrary unto me;
24 Then will I also walk contrary unto you, and will punish you yet seven times for




your sins.”

This says that if God punished the Israelites and they refused to repent then God would multiply
their punishment by seven. 360 years x 7 = 2520 years. Since the Bible uses 360-year days in its
prophecies, that would equal 2,483.8 of our calendar years. (The math: 2520 years * 360 days =
907,200 days. 907,200 days / 365.25 days per year = 2,483.8 years.) So, if you add 2,483.3 years to the
spring of 536 BC (keeping into account there was no year 0, only 1 BC and then 1 AD), you get the
spring of 1948. (Math: 1948 + 536 =2484.)

When did Israel become a nation again? On May 14, 1948. This time, however, more than just a
small remnant has returned to the land; there are now millions of Jews living in Israel, and more
continue to move there as time goes on. This process will only accelerate as the time of Christ's return
draws near. The Lord is calling His people back to their promised land.

On top of this, Israel became a nation in a single day, just as the Lord foretold through Isaiah:

Isaiah 66:7: “Before she travailed, she brought forth; before her pain came, she was
delivered of a man child.

8 Who hath heard such a thing? Who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be
made to bring forth in one day? Or shall a nation be born at once? For as soon as
Zion travailed, she brought forth her children.

9 Shall I bring to the birth, and not cause to bring forth? Saith the Lord: shall I cause
to bring forth, and shut the womb? Saith thy God.”

It seemed an incredible thing that Israel would become a nation again in a single day, but that is
exactly what happened.
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