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The Old Testament

IN THE BEGINNING, God created the heaven and the earth! in
six days? and rested on the seventh day3. God created Ad-
am* and placed him in the Garden of Eden®. God then
brought to Adam the beasts of the field and the birds so he
could name them®. When no suitable companion was found
for him’, God caused Adam to fall asleep, took one of his
ribs, used it to create Eve, and then brought her to hims.
God allowed them to eat of any tree except for the Tree of
Knowledge of Good and Evil; if they ate from that one they
would surely die®. The serpent tempted Eve to eat from that
treel0; Eve ate of it and gave its fruit to Adam, who ate it as
well'l, They then realized they were naked and hid them-
selves from God!2. God confronted them!3, cursing the
snake, Adam, and Eve for their respective sins'4, then sent
Adam and Eve out of the Garden'>. Mankind had fallen in-
to sin and was now subject to death!®, and the very ground
was cursed!” - but God promised to send a Messiah to save
them!8. God put cherubims in the Garden to guard the Tree
of Life, so no one could eat of it and live forever!®.

Adam and Eve had two sons - Cain and Abel?. Cain
murdered Abel?! because his brother was righteous and he
was not?2. God cursed Cain to be a vagabond?, but put a
mark on him so no one would kill him?*. Cain's descend-
ants invented animal husbandry??, musical instruments?,
and iron and brass working?” - but they were just as evil as
Cain?8.

After Abel was murdered, Adam and Eve had a son
named Seth?. In the line of Seth, five generations later?,
Enoch3! the prophet®? was born. Enoch never died?; after
365 years®* God simply took him, because he walked with
God?.
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In those days people commonly lived to be more than
900 years old3¢, but the wickedness of man was exceedingly
great?. Fallen angels® married human women?® and creat-
ed the giants (Nephilim) - wicked beings of terrible pow-
er®). God decided to destroy mankind#! - but Enoch's great-
grandson Noah walked with God#? and found grace in His
sight*3. God told Noah that He was going to send a Flood to
destroy the world#4, and commanded him to build an Ark#
to house animals* and his family#’. Noah did everything
God commanded“. After Noah and the animals were on
the Ark#*®, when Noah was 600 years 0ld®, God sent the
Flood. It rained for 40 days and nights®l. The waters rose
above the highest mountain®? for 150 days®?, and every-
thing and everyone on land died>*. However, God remem-
bered Noah and used a wind to calm the waters®. A year
after Noah boarded the Ark> God told everyone to disem-
bark®’”. When Noah built an altar and offered burnt offer-
ings®, God made a covenant with Noah® and promised to
never again send another worldwide flood®. As a token of
this promise God put the rainbow in the clouds®.

Some time after this the godless rebel Nimrod created
the city of Babel®?, which later became Babylon. At Babel
men rebelled against God and created a tower®. To force
men to stop building the city, God confounded their lan-
guage® and scattered them®.

Job lived in the land of Uz; he was perfect and upright®®,
had 7 sons and 3 daughters®”, and was very wealthy®.
When Satan told God that Job only served Him because He
had made him wealthy®, God gave him permission to
touch his possessions”’. Satan took away Job's wealth”! and
killed all of his children’? in a single day”3. Job responded
by saying the Lord gives and the Lord takes away; blessed
be the name of the Lord”4. Since Job did not sin7> Satan then
asked for permission to take away his health’6; when God
granted it”” he smote Job with sore boils’8. Job's wife told
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him to curse God” but Job refused®. Job's three friends
came and told him that God had cursed him because he
was an incredibly wicked man8l. Job said he had done
nothing wrong?® and wished he could bring his case before
God?®? because God had wronged him3 and cruelly op-
pressed him®. Job wished that God would answer him?®.
After Job's three friends stopped talking to him because Job
was righteous in his own eyes?, Elihu spoke up. He con-
demned Job for several reasons: for justifying himself in-
stead of God®, for saying he was righteous and God had
taken away his judgment®, and for claiming that he was
more righteous than God®. The Lord then spoke to Job and
condemned him for speaking without knowledge®!, and
demanded that if Job really knew everything that he prove
it by answering God's questions about His creation®?. Have
the gates of death been opened to Job%? Where was Job
when God laid the foundations of the earth?*? When Job
was horrified and said he was vile%, the Lord rebuked him
for condemning God in order to justify himself® and de-
manded to know if Job had God's power?. Job then repent-
ed”®. God told Job's three friends that He was angry with
them because of their speeches®; after they offered a burnt
offering and Job prayed for them God forgave them!®. God
then blessed Job and gave him twice as much as he had be-
forel®l, and gave him 7 sons and 3 daughters!02. Job lived
140 years after this and then died03.

God called Abraham to leave his family'% and travel to
Canaan'®, and Abraham obeyed!%. God made a covenant
with Abraham, gave his descendants the land of Canaan as
an everlasting possession!?’, and promised that one of his
descendants would bless everyone on earth'®. God also
said that his descendants would be slaves in a foreign land
for 400 years!®, after which God would deliver them!,
bring them to Canaan, and give them the land. God also
promised to give Abraham and his wife Sarah a child™
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and said their descendants would be as numerous as the
stars!'2. However, when they grew older and remained
childless they decided to take matters into their own hands.
Sarah gave Abraham her maidservant Hagar!13, and they
had a child named Ishmael'4. God promised to bless Ish-
maell5 but said He was making His covenant with Isaac,
whom Sarah would give birth to the following year!?®.

Before Isaac was born God came and investigated Sod-
om!?7, an exceedingly wicked city'’8. When the Lord told
Abraham that He was going to destroy it, Abraham inter-
ceded to save any righteous people that might be living
there!®. God still destroyed the cities of the plain'?, but
tirst He sent angels to rescue Abraham's nephew Lot!?!. Lot
and his two daughters escaped into Zoar!??, but after Sod-
om’s destruction they became afraid and moved into a
cavel?. There Lot's two daughters got him drunk and had
sex with him'?4; they then gave birth to children who were
the fathers of the Moabites and the Ammonites!? - two na-
tions that became a plague to the Israelites.

When Abraham was 100 years old!?¢ Isaac was born. Af-
ter Isaac was weaned, Sarah had Abraham send Ishmael
away!?’. Some time later God told Abraham to offer Isaac as
a sacrifice!?® - but when Abraham was about to do so God
intervened and provided a ram in his place!?*. When Sarah
died3, Abraham purchased the cave of Machpelah and
buried her in it'3l. Abraham then sent his servant back to
his home country to find a wife for Isaac!3?, and he returned
with Rebekah, who was Abraham’s brother’s granddaugh-
ter’33, Abraham married Keturah’®* and had numerous
children’5, but he gave them gifts and sent them away'3.
He gave Isaac everything he had'¥”. When Abraham died,
Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah!38.

Isaac's wife Rebekah gave birth to twins - Jacob and
Esau®®. Isaac loved Esau but Rebekah loved Jacob!40. After
Esau sold his birthright for a single meal'4!, Rebekah helped
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Jacob steal Isaac’s blessing!4? and then told him to flee to
the home of Laban (her brother) so Esau wouldn't kill
him143. There Jacob married Rachel and Leah'#, who gave
birth to the men who would become the heads of the tribes
of Israel: Reubenl!45, Simeon!4, Levil4’, Judah!48, Danl4,
Naphtali'®, Gad!¥1, Asher!??, Issachar!®, Zebulun!®, Jo-
seph!®, and Benjamin'® (as well as a daughter named Di-
nah'%7). When Jacob finally left Laban!® and was on the
way home to confront Esau he spent the night wrestling
with God'®; during that encounter the Lord changed his
name to Israel'®0. Esau accepted Jacob's gifts'®! and went his
way'®%;, his descendants became the Edomites!®3, who
plagued Israel.

Joseph was hated by his brothers!®* and they sold him
into slaveryl®. In Egypt Potiphar put Joseph in charge of
his whole housel®, but when Joseph refused to have sex
with Potiphar's wife she had him imprisoned!¢’. Later,
when Pharaoh had a dream he could not understand, his
butler remembered that Joseph had correctly interpreted
his dream, and Joseph was brought out of prison'®. Joseph
told Pharaoh that his dream meant there would be 7 years
of plenty followed by 7 years of famine'®®. Pharaoh made
Joseph his second-in-command'”?, and Joseph began stor-
ing food for the coming famine!”l. When the famine came,
his brothers came to Egypt to buy food!”2. Joseph forgave
them!”? and brought them all to Egypt where he could take
care of them174.

In Egypt the Israelites multiplied'”>. A new generation
arose that did not know Joseph, and they oppressed the Is-
raelites and made them their slaves'’. When Pharaoh
commanded that the male Israelite children be thrown into
the river!”7, the parents of one child built an ark and floated
their son down the river'’8. There Pharaoh's daughter
found him and named him Moses'””. When Moses was
grown, he saw an Egyptian oppressing an Israelite and
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killed the Egyptian!®0. He then fled to the land of Midian!#!
and spent 40 years there tending sheep!82.

One day God appeared to Moses in a burning bush!83
and told him to go to Pharaoh and demand that he let the
Israelites go'®. When Pharaoh refused to let them go God
sent ten plagues upon Egypt'®. In the final plague God
killed all the firstborn in Egypt!8¢ - save for those who were
in homes that had their doorposts painted in the blood of a
lamb'87. (This was the establishment of the Passover, which
remembered the time the Lord had passed over them and
spared their lives!88.) Pharaoh then panicked and let Israel
go!8?, but after they were gone he changed his mind and
sent his armies after them!0. God rescued Israel by parting
the Red Sea and having them cross over!®!; when the Egyp-
tians attempted to follow them He drowned them all’®2.

During their trip to Mount Sinai'® the Israelites repeat-
edly complained and murmured against Moses'%4. God fed
the Israelites with manna from heaven'% but they still were
not satisfied!¢. At Sinai God gave Israel His Law and estab-
lished His covenant with them!’, promising to bless them
if they obeyed!® and curse them if they disobeyed!®. God
established the sacrificial system?? and gave them the pat-
tern for the tabernacle?!, which they later built?’2. Howev-
er, Israel quickly turned aside from God. They decided that
Moses had been up on the mountain for too long and had
Moses' brother Aaron build them a golden calf to wor-
ship23. When God saw it He almost killed them all?%4, but
Moses interceded and saved them?%>. When Moses became
angry and broke the two tablets of stone that God had writ-
ten the law upon?%, God had Moses create two more tablets
so that He could rewrite the law?2%7.

God set aside Aaron and his sons to serve as priests for
the Israelites?®® and made them responsible for offering sac-
rifices??. The rest of the tribe of Levi was made responsible
for the upkeep of the tabernacle (and later the Temple)210.
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The Levites were not given a portion of the land of Canaan;
instead, 48 cities were set aside for them?!l. The priests
were to be supported by the tithe?!? and the firstfruits offer-
ings?13.

After the law was given the Lord commanded that a
census be taken of all of Israel?!* except for the Levites?!>.
There were 603,550 men who were at least 20 years old and
could go to war?16,

On the way to Canaan the Israelites started complaining
again?”. Moses became so upset that he asked God to kill
him, because he couldn't take it anymore?!8. In order to help
Moses the Lord appointed 70 elders to help him bear the
burden of the Israelites?'®. When the nation finally reached
Canaan, God commanded Moses to send out 12 men to spy
out the country??. The spies reported that the land was
good??! but it was guarded by giants???> (Nephilim). Joshua
and Caleb said Israel should trust God and go possess the
land??3, but the rest of the spies convinced Israel that they
should stone Moses, Joshua, and Caleb??* and return to
Egypt??>. The Lord was going to kill them all??%, but Moses
interceded??”. Instead God decided that Israel would wan-
der around in the wilderness until that entire generation
died??8. Israel then decided they had sinned??® and tried to
invade Canaan without God's help?®, but they were sound-
ly defeated?3l. After this Korah led a rebellion against Mo-
ses?32; God opened the ground beneath them and the earth
swallowed them?3. When Israel murmured against Moses
for this?* God sent a plague that killed 14,700 people?3>.

Israel then complained that there was no water?%. God
commanded Moses to speak to the rock??’, but Moses and
Aaron did not believe God and so Moses struck the rock
instead?38. Because of this act of unbelief Moses and Aaron
were not allowed to enter the promised land?3.
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After this Israel tried to pass through the land of the
Edomites, but they refused to allow it?*0. God then said it
was time for Aaron to die?4!, so Aaron died?#2.

On the way back to Canaan, Moses led the Israelites into
battle and defeated King Arad?¥3, the Amorites?*4, and Og
(King of Bashan)?%. These military victories scared Moab?4,
who hired Balaam to curse Israel?#”. When Balaam agreed
to help the Moabites God sent the angel of the Lord to kill
him?%8; however, his donkey saw the angel and tried to
avoid him?¥. When Balaam hit his donkey with his staff?5
the Lord opened the donkey's mouth and the donkey
talked to Balaam, asking him why he hit him?!. Balaam
them saw the angel and became afraid?>2. He agreed to only
say what God told him to say?>? and went on to bless Israel
three times?>*. The Moabites were not happy with this so
they sent women into the Israelite camp?>;, when some Is-
raelites committed fornication with them and served Baal?>
the Lord commanded that they be killed?”.

After all of this God commanded that another census be
taken?®®. The census revealed that everyone in the previous
generation had died except for Joshua and Caleb®®. God
told Moses to go up to Mount Abarim to see Canaan, and
then he would die?®. Joshua would be his successor?61. Be-
fore Moses died he led Israel to destroy the Midianites?¢2.
When the Israelites saved the Midianite women Moses
condemned them?® because the women had led Israel to
worship Baal?4. All of the women who were not virgins
were killed?65.

The tribes Reuben and Gad asked that they be given the
land west of the Jordan?%. They agreed to go with Israel to
conquer the rest of Canaan, and then they would return to
their homes?%”. Moses gave his farewell address and urged
Israel to obey God?%8. He warned them to utterly destroy all
of the Canaanites?®, because if they did not the Canaanites
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would lead them away from God?”. Moses then went up
and God showed him the land of Canaan?”1; he then died?”2.

Joshua sent spies to Jericho?’3; they reported that the city
was terrified?74. Israel then crossed over the Jordan River
and it parted before them?’>. On the other side of the river
the nation was circumcised?’¢. When they ate the food of
the land?”7 the manna stopped?’8. The captain of the host of
the Lord?” gave Joshua instructions for conquering Jeri-
cho?®0 and Joshua obeyed them: the Israelites marched
around the city?®! and its walls fell?82. The Israelites burned
the city?® and killed its inhabitants?84. Joshua pronounced a
curse on anyone who dared to rebuild the city?2.

No one was allowed to keep loot from Jericho?%¢, but
Achan took some things?’, including a Babylonian gar-
ment?8. Because of this, Israel was defeated when they at-
tacked Ai?. Israel cast lots and found that Achan was re-
sponsible?®, so the congregation killed him and his fami-
ly??1. God then blessed them again?? and they were able to
conquer Ai and burn it?®3. After this Joshua read the entire
Law of Moses to the congregation?®.

When the Gibeonites saw Jericho and Ai fall?®> they
came to Joshua, pretending to be a distant nation?, and
tricked Israel into signing a peace treaty with them?%. This
terrified the surrounding nations?®, so five kings (including
Adonizedek King of Jerusalem) attacked the Gibeonites?®.
Israel came to defend them, and during the battle Joshua
asked that the sun and moon be still until he won3®. God
granted his request, delaying sunset for about a whole
day®0l. After Joshua slaughtered the attacking cities®0? he
took the five kings and executed them3®. King Jabin then
assembled a coalition to fight Israel®%, but God delivered
them into Joshua's hand3%. Joshua did everything that the
Lord commanded Moses3%. The Lord hardened the hearts
of the nations®Y” so that no one else made peace with Isra-
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el308, Joshua took the whole land and gave it to Israel as an
inheritance3%.

When Joshua was old he divided the land among the
tribes®10. He appointed the cities of refuge3!! and gave the
Levites their cities®'2. The tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Ma-
nasseh were sent back to their home east of the Jordan313,
Joshua commanded Israel to fear God and serve Him314,
and to destroy the Canaanites and not intermarry with
them315. He then died at 110 years old3'.

God said that Judah should be the first to fight the Ca-
naanites3!’; they defeated kings3!® and conquered Jerusa-
lem31°. However, when Israel was strong they decided to
not destroy the Canaanites and instead put them to trib-
ute3?0. The angel of the Lord came and rebuked them for
this®?1, and told them that God would no longer drive out
the nations before them3?2. Instead God left the nations in
the land to prove Israel and see if they would serve Him or
not32.

When Israel served Baalim3?*, God gave Israel into the
hand of Chushanrishatham King of Mesopotamia for 8
years3?>. When they cried out, God raised up Othniel to de-
liver them32¢ and the land had rest for 40 years®?”. When Is-
rael did evil again God raised up Eglon King of Moab328,
who oppressed Israel for 18 years3?°. When Israel cried out,
God raised up Ehud to deliver them330 and the land had
rest for 80 years®!. Shamgar used an ox goad to kill 600
Philistines, and delivered Israel332.

When Israel did evil again33® God gave them into the
hand of Jabin King of Canaan?34, and he mightily oppressed
Israel for 20 years33®. Deborah the prophetess told Barak to
fight Jabin's army3¢ but he refused to go unless she went
with him3%7, which she agreed to do38. During the battle the
Lord fought for Israel®° and Sisera (the captain of Jabin's
army) fled to the tent of Jael3¥. When he was lying in her
tent, Jael took a hammer and drove a nail through his skull,

14



killing him341. Israel destroyed King Jabin3*? and the land
had rest for 40 years343.

When Israel did evil again God delivered them over to
the Midianites for 7 years344. When Israel cried out345, God
sent an angel to Gideon and told him that he would defeat
the Midianites34¢. Gideon sent out messengers to gather an
army3* and used a fleece twice to make sure that the mes-
sage was truly from God348. When his army assembled God
said that it was too large34° and had Gideon pare it down
until only 300 men remained30. God then used that army to
destroy the Midianites3>!. Israel tried to set up Gideon as
their king3>? but he refused®?3. The land had rest for 40
years®®. When he died, Israel went back to serving
Baalim?3%.

Abimelech, the son of Gideon's concubine3%¢, persuaded
the men of Shechem to make him their king®’. He then
went to his father's house and murdered his 70 brothers;
only Jotham escaped3®. After he ruled for 3 years3*® God
sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and Shechem?3®. In
the end Abimelech killed the men of Shechem3¢!, and
Abimelech was killed as well3¢2,

Tola judged Israel for 23 years and then died3¢3. Jair
judged Israel for 22 years364.

Israel again did evil and served false gods3¢, so God
gave them over to the Philistines and the Ammonites, and
they vexed Israel for 18 years3¢®. When Israel cried out3¢”
God refused to help them3%® and said they should ask their
false gods for help3%. Israel then put away their false gods
and served the Lord3”?. When the Ammonites attacked Is-
rael’’l the elders of Gilead asked Jephthah to lead the
tight3”2 and promised to make him their ruler3’3. Jephthah
vowed that if God granted him the victory, he would sacri-
fice whatever came out to meet him when he returned
home374. God gave the Ammonites into his hands3”>. When
he returned home, though, his daughter came out to meet
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him376. He was deeply grieved?”7 but he still sacrificed
her?’8. He judged Israel for 6 years and then died3”.

Ibzan judged Israel for 7 years and then died3. Elhon
judged Israel for 10 years and then died38!. Abdon judged
Israel for 8 years and then died382.

When Israel did evil again, the Lord delivered them
over to the Philistines for 40 years3?3. The angel of the Lord
appeared to Manoah's wife384 and told her that her son
would be a Nazarite from the womb and that his hair must
never be cut3®. The woman named her son Samson3®.
Samson fought the Philistines, burning their fields3” and
slaughtering their men38, but he became enslaved by
them3° when he told his secret to Delilah3*® and she had a
man come and cut his hair3l. The Philistines brought him
to a party they were holding in order to thank their god
Dagan for delivering Samson over to them3%2. During this
party Samson asked God for strength3*® and brought down
the two middle pillars of the house, killing himself and the
Philistines34. He judged Israel for 20 years3®.

Micah the Ephraimite's mother created some false
gods3%®. Micah created a house for them and made one of
his sons priest®*”. When he met a Levite he made him his
priest3¥. After this the Danites stole Micah's false gods and
the Levite3®, then slaughtered the city of Laish*? and built
the city of Dan0l. The Danites set up the graven image they
had taken as an idol, and the descendants of Jonathan were
priests to this false god until the time of the captivity402.

In those days a Levite's concubine left him*%, and he
went and got her back%4. On their way home they stopped
at the city of Gibeah of the tribe of Benjamin?®> and stayed
with an old man#%. During the night a mob demanded that
the Levite be brought outside so they could rape him#7; in-
stead, the Levite sent his concubine outside and the mob
raped her until she died*®. The next day the Levite cut her
into 12 pieces and sent them across Israel to show what
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happened*®. Israel was horrified*!? and demanded that the
Benjamites bring the guilty ones to justice*!!, but the Ben-
jamites refused and decided to attack Israel*!2. When Israel
asked God who should lead the attack He said Judah#13, but
when Judah attacked, the Benjamites defeated them and
killed 22,000 of them*4. When Israel asked God if they
should keep fighting God said yes*!5, but when they at-
tacked again the Benjamites killed 18,000 of them*!6. The
Israelites then came to the house of God and wept, fasted,
and offered burnt offerings!”. When they asked God once
more if they should continue to fight He said that He
would deliver them this time#!8, and during the battle the
Lord smote the Benjamites#1°. The Israelites slaughtered the
city of Gibeah#?, killed the people of Benjamin, and burned
their cities, leaving only a few alive#?l. Israel then realized
that there were few survivors*?? and everyone had vowed
to not give their daughters to the Benjamites as wives#?3,
which made them worried that the tribe of Benjamin would
vanish#?4. Since no one from Jabeshgilead had come to fight
Benjamin#?5, Israel slaughtered everyone there and gave
their virgins to the Benjamites*?¢. When that was not
enough??’, Israel told the Benjamites to go to Shiloh and
kidnap women during the festival dances*?.

There was no king in Israel; every man did that which
was right in his own eyes*?.

In the days of the judges there was a famine in Israel*%,
so Elimelech moved to Moab with his wife Naomi and their
two sons#*3!. While they were there Elimelech and his sons
died*32. Naomi moved back to Bethlehem with her daugh-
ter-in-law Ruth the Moabite*33. To support them*** Ruth
went to glean in the fields and happened to pick one owned
by Boaz*3>, one of her kinsmen#3¢. Boaz took notice of her#3”
and, using his right as her kinsman-redeemer#38, married
her4%. They had a son named Obed*, who was the father
of Jesse#l, the father of King David#42.
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There was a man named Elkanah#*? who had two
wives#4 His wife Hannah had no children#45, so his other
wife Peninnah provoked her#4. When they went to the tab-
ernacle at Shiloh#*” Hannah told God that if He gave her a
son she would give him to the Lord and make him a Naza-
rite*8. The Lord gave Hannah a son she named him
Samuel?Y and gave the child to Eli the priest#!.

Now, Eli's sons were evil*>2 and defiled the sacrifices
that were offered to the Lord*®. Eli rebuked them** but
they ignored him#®. A man of God came to Eli and con-
demned him for refusing to stop his sons*>¢, and said God
would punish his house#” and kill his two sons on the
same day*s.

The child Samuel ministered to the Lord*®. Through
Samuel*®Y, God again told Eli that He would judge Eli's
house for his refusal to restrain his sons#!. As Samuel grew
up, everyone realized that he was a prophet#62.

One day after Israel fought the Philistines and lost3,
they decided to take the Ark of the Covenant into battle
with them*¢4. The Philistines captured it and killed Eli's two
sons®. When Eli was told what happened, he fell back-
ward and diedé®. The Philistines brought the Ark to the
house of Dagon#%”; however, the idol fell on its face before
the Ark and its head and palms were cut off468. When the
Lord smote the men of Ashdod with emerods*® the Philis-
tines began moving the Ark around to other cities*’9, but
each city where the Ark rested became cursed*’!. After sev-
en months*’2 the Philistines finally sent the Ark back to Is-
rael*’3. When it arrived at Bethshemesh the people re-
joiced*’* — but when they looked into the Ark God killed
50,070 men*’>. The people then had the men of Kir-
jathjearim come and get the Ark#’6, and it stayed there for
20 years*77.

When Samuel told Israel to put away their false gods
and repent?’8, they did so*”°. When the Philistines gathered
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against them*80 Samuel cried out to God#!, and the Lord
gave the Philistines into their hands*2. Samuel judged Isra-
el all of his life*83. When he was old he made his sons judg-
es*¥4, but his sons were evil*® so Israel asked Samuel to get
them a king*#. God said Israel was doing this because they
had rejected Him as their king#’. He told Samuel to warn
the people that a king would abuse them?*® - but Israel re-
fused to listen*®. So Samuel anointed Saul as king over Is-
rael4%,

When Nahash the Ammonite came against Jabeshgile-
ad®1, Saul gathered an army#? and defeated them*?. In
Saul's second year#** the Philistines gathered to fight Isra-
el*%. Saul waited for Samuel at Gilgal for 7 days*%, but
when he did not appear Saul offered the burnt offering
himself*”. Samuel rebuked him and told him that since he
had done this, his kingdom would be given to someone
else*8. Saul fought the Philistines all of his life%.

Samuel told Saul that God wanted him to utterly de-
stroy Amalek5%, but Saul spared the king®! and the best
animals®02. Samuel rebuked Saul and said because he had
done this, God had rejected him as king®%. Samuel stopped
coming to see Saul, but he mourned for him?%4.

God sent Samuel to Jesse’%> and had him anoint Da-
vid®%. David played the harp for Saul when an evil spirit
troubled the king®7, and he became Saul's armor bearer>.
When the Philistines gathered at Shochoh?%, David brought
food to his brothers®1? and killed the giant Goliath5!1, which
caused the Philistines to flee512. Saul then took David into
his own home513 and put him over his men of war54. When
Saul grew jealous of David®!® and tried to kill him516, David
fled to the cave at Adullam®’. Saul found out that
Ahimelech the priest had helped David®8, so he killed
Ahimelech, along with 85 priests and the entire priestly city
of Nob>19.
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Saul pursued David and eventually found him at
Engedi5?. David could have killed Saul in his sleep, but in-
stead he spared him??!. Saul wept®?? and said David was
more righteous than he was52, and he returned home>*.
Samuel then died>%.

Saul gave David's wife Michal to Phalti®. When the
Ziphites told Saul where David was hiding®?” he came after
him>?%. David again had a chance to kill Saul®?? but he re-
fused330. Instead he confronted Saul®3!, who admitted he
had sinned>®? and returned home®?3. David realized that
Saul would never stop hunting him, so he moved to the
land of the Philistines®34. There he lived with King Achish
at Gath?% for a year and four months>3.

In those days, Saul saw that the Philistines were gather-
ing to attack and he was greatly afraid>’. When God re-
fused to answer his inquiries®8 he went to a witch at En-
dor?*? and asked her to bring up Samuel from the dead>%.
When Samuel appeared he told Saul that he and his sons
were going to be killed the next day®¥l. The next day Saul>4?
and his sons>3 were slain in battle by the Philistines>#.

David and his men wept over the death of Saul and Jon-
athan%. God then told David to go to Hebron>4, and when
he did the men of Judah made David their king5’. Howev-
er, Abner took Saul's son Ishbosheth and made him king
over Israel®8, where he reigned for two years®. Saul's
house fought the house of David but grew weaker5%. Joab
eventually tricked Abner and murdered him>>'. Rechab and
Baanah then killed Ishbosheth?? and brought David his
head>53. David had both men executed4.

Israel made David their king®> and he reigned for 40
years®®. He took Jerusalem from the Jebusites>>’, he became
great®8, and he married more wives®. David moved the
Ark of the Covenant but used an ox cart to do so0%Y;, when
the oxen stumbled Uzzah grabbed the Ark to steady it>¢!
and God killed him3?2. Three months later563 David moved
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the Ark again®¢*, but this time he used the method pre-
scribed in the Mosaic Law%%5. After the Ark was moved to
the tabernacle>®® David decided to build a house for it5¢7,
but God told him he could not do so because he had been a
man of war>8. Instead, one of his sons would build it>°.

David found Jonathan's son Mephibosheth570 and treat-
ed him well; he ate at the king's table571.

David sent his armies to fight the Ammonites, but he
stayed behind in Jerusalem>”2. From the roof of his palace
he saw Bathsheba bathing®73; he had her brought to his pal-
ace and committed adultery with her574. When he found out
that she was pregnant®”> he had her husband Uriah moved
to the front lines and arranged for him to be killed>¢. He
then married her and she gave birth to his son>”7. God,
however, was displeased®’8, and sent Nathan to rebuke the
king®7° and tell him that as punishment He would raise up
evil against him out of his own house>. David repented>8!
but the Lord still killed the child>®2. After this, David and
Bathsheba had a son named Solomon, whom the Lord
loved>83.

David's son Ammon loved his sister Tamar®®, and
raped her®%. Two years later David's son Absalom invited
David's sons to a feast®®, and during that feast he had
Ammon killed®®’. Absalom fled to Geshur for three years®8,
until Joab manipulated David into allowing him to re-
turn>®. Two years later>, Absalom used Joab to get him an
audience with the king®!. After this, Absalom stole the
hearts of Israel and began a rebellion®*2. David was warned
about the uprising and fled the city5®. As he left, Shimei
shouted curses and threw stones at him5%. Since the wise
Ahithophel (Bathsheba’s grandfather®®®) was supporting
Absalom®%, David told Hushai to stay in the city and try to
defeat Ahithophel’s counsel®”. Hushai was successful>®
and gave David the time he needed>”. When the servants
of David fought Absalom, David commanded them to
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spare his son®? but Joab killed him anyway®%l. David wept
for his son®02. When the king returned, the men of Judah
got into an argument with the men of Israel®®® and Sheba
drew Israel away from following David®“. Joab's men pur-
sued Sheba and cornered him in a city®®. A wise woman
convinced the town to cut off Sheba's head and throw it
over the wall®%. When they did so, Joab left®0”.

After this, God sent a three-year famine®®. David in-
quired of God and discovered it was punishment for Saul’s
slaying of the Gibeonites®®. In order to pay his debt®10, sev-
en of Saul's sons were given to the Gibeonites and they
hanged them before the Lord®!!.

David made Joab take a census of Israel®12, which dis-
pleased God®13. As punishment the Lord sent pestilence
over the land, and 70,000 people died®¢. At Gad's instruc-
tion®’> David bought the threshingfloor of Araunah®,
where he built an altar and offered burnt offerings®!’. The
Lord then stopped the plague®s.

When David was old he could not stay warm®®?. His
servants searched for a woman to lie with him®? and found
Abishagt?!, and she ministered to him®?2. After this his son
Adonijah exalted himself to be king®? (using the help of Jo-
ab and Abiathar®?%). When Bathsheba told Davidé?, he
swore that Solomon would reign®?¢. When Nathan and oth-
ers proclaimed that Solomon was king®?’, Adonijah’s sup-
porters fled®?8. Solomon ordered Adonijah to be released
and sent home®?.

When it came time for David to die®®® he told Solomon
to obey God®, kill Joab®3?, and kill Shimei®3. He also gave
Solomon the plans he had made for the Temple®* and the
supplies he had set aside for it®35. He then died®®. After he
died, Adonijah tried to marry Abishagt”; Solomon inter-
preted it as an attempt to gain royal power® and had him
executed®’. Since Abiathar had helped in Adonijah's rebel-
lion, he had him removed him from his job as priest®4, ful-
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filling God's word to Eli®*l. Joab fled for his life and
grabbed the horns of the altar®?; Solomon had him killed
there®3. He then ordered Shimei to stay in Jerusalem and
told him if he ever left the city he would be executed®44. Af-
ter three years, however, Shimei left to chase two runaway
servants®¥, so Solomon had him executed®4¢.

At Gibeon, Solomon offered 1000 burnt offerings®’. At
night the Lord appeared to him in a dream and asked what
He should give him%. When Solomon asked for wisdom?®4
God promised to give him wisdom, riches, and honor® -
and added that if Solomon walked in His ways then He
would give him long life as well®!. Solomon's wisdom was
demonstrated®>? when two prostitutes came before him®53
and argued over who was the rightful mother of a child®.
When Solomon ordered the child cut in half and split be-
tween them® the real mother begged for his life%%. Solo-
mon pointed her out and gave the child to her6%.

Solomon spent 7 years building the Temple®® and 13
years building his house®®. All of Israel was assembled
when Solomon dedicated the Temple®0. Once the Ark was
brought into the Temple®! the glory of the Lord filled the
building®%2. Solomon then addressed the people®?® and
prayed®4. When he finished praying, fire came down from
Heaven and consumed the offerings®®. Solomon then held
a 14-day feast60®.

Solomon became exceedingly wealthy®”. The Queen of
Sheba heard about his greatness and paid Solomon a vis-
ito%8; she was overwhelmed at what she saw®?®. Solomon
was richer and wiser than any other king®”® - so much so
that the whole earth sought to hear the wisdom God had
given him671.

The proverbs of Solomon®”? were written to give wis-
dom and instruction®”® to the simple®”* and to the wise®7>.
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of both wisdom®”¢ and
knowledge®””, but fools despise wisdom¢”8. Solomon told
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the simple to gain wisdom®” and said wisdom was better
than fine gold®?; those who find wisdom find life®8!, but
those who hate wisdom love death%®. He said to fear the
Lord and depart from evil®3. He repeatedly®®* urged people
to avoid the adulteress®® and said her ways lead to
death®® He condemned laziness®” and said it leads to
poverty®8, but diligence leads to wealth®. He said to not
reprove a scorner® because he would hate you®!, but in-
stead rebuke a wise man because he would love you®2. He
said that righteousness delivers from death®3, but the
wicked will not be unpunished®*. He said a virtuous wom-
an is hard to find and is worth far more than rubies®%; she
is a crown to her husband®. The last section in Proverbs is
devoted the extolling the character and qualities of a virtu-
ous woman®¥’.

In Ecclesiastes the Preacher, the son of David, king in Je-
rusalem®38, proclaimed that all is vanity®®® and there is noth-
ing new under the sun’%. Pleasure is vanity”?! and laughter
is mad”02; wisdom is better than folly”?® but both the wise
and the fool die and are forgotten’%4. There is nothing better
for a man than to eat and drink and enjoy good in his labor,
for this is from God”®. There is a season for everything”%.
Because of oppressors, it is better to be dead than alive”7; it
is better to be with someone than alone”%, because a three-
fold cord is not quickly broken”®. The day of death is better
than the day of birth71%, and the end of a thing is better than
its beginning”!l. Sorrow is better than laughter because
sadness makes the heart better”12. Although a sinner does
great evil and his days are prolonged, it will be well with
those who fear God”®® - but it will not be well with the
wicked”4. The race is not to the swift and the battle is not to
the strong, but time and chance happens to everyone’’.
The Preacher urges men to remember their Creator in the
days of their youth, before they become old and their years
are filled with pain”16. His conclusion is that men ought to
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fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the
whole duty of man1”. God will bring every work and every
secret thing into judgment”18.

In the Song of Solomon the lover and the beloved pro-
claimed their love for one another’? and delighted in each
other's beauty”? and love”?l. The book is filled with many
tactful but passionate references to the act and joys of
lovemaking, and to the ways the lover and the beloved de-
lighted in each other722.

Solomon had 700 wives and 300 concubines’??, and
when he was old they turned his heart to false gods”?4. Be-
cause of this, God told Solomon He was going to take the
kingdom away from him and give it to his servant’?>. God
also stirred up Hadad and Rezon to be Solomon's adver-
saries”?6,

Solomon put Jeroboam in charge of the house of Jo-
seph’?’. The prophet Ahijah told him that God was going to
give him 10 tribes’?8, and if he followed God then the Lord
would build him a sure house’?. Solomon tried to kill Jero-
boam, but he fled to Egypt and stayed there until the king
died”®0. Solomon reigned for 40 years”?!, then died; his son
Rehoboam reigned in his stead”32.

After his death, Jeroboam asked Rehoboam to lighten
the load that Solomon had put on the people”33. When Re-
hoboam refused?”34, Israel rebelled’3> and made Jeroboam
their king”3. Rehoboam gathered an army to fight Israel”®,
but when God sent Shemaiah to say that that this was of
God7”38, the armies went home7”39.

After this, in order to stop Israel from going to Jerusa-
lem (which Rehoboam ruled) to offer sacrifices’?, Jeroboam
set up two golden calves and told Israel to worship them?”41.
Jeroboam cast out all of the Levites, so they went to Reho-
boam742, A man of God came and told Jeroboam that Josiah
would take the king's false priests and burn their bones on
his false altar”#3, but the king still did not repent’#4. When

25



Jeroboam's son Abijah became sick”> he sent his wife to
talk to the prophet Ahijah746. The prophet told her that the
child would die’” and that God was going to utterly de-
stroy Jeroboam's house’8 for their sin’#. However, since
God had found something good in the sick child, he alone
(out of all her children) would be buried in a grave”. Jero-
boam reigned for 22 years”®!, then the Lord struck him and
he died”>?; his son Nadab reigned in his stead”>3.

In Judah, Rehoboam reigned for 17 years’>4. Under his
rule Judah did more evil than their fathers”?, building high
places”® and allowing sodomites”’. Shishak king of Egypt
attacked Jerusalem?8; he looted the Temple and the pal-
ace”?. When Rehoboam died, Abijam his son reigned in his
stead”®0. Abijam reigned over Judah for 3 years’®!; he did
evil’62. However, when Jeroboam attacked Judah”63, Abijam
relied on God”* and the Lord gave them the victory”¢5;
500,000 men of Israel were slain”®. When Abijam died his
son Asa reigned over Judah”¢” for 41 years’®8. Asa did that
which was right’®®, removing the sodomites and the idols
from the land’”?. When an army of a million Ethiopians
came against him’’!, he prayed’””? and God defeated
them”73. However, when Baasha king of Israel came against
him”74, Asa looted the Temple and used the money to hire
the Syrians’’5, who defeated Baasha’”¢. When Hanani re-
buked Asa for not trusting God””7, the king had him thrown
in prison’’8. When Asa became diseased in his feet, he did
not seek the Lord””. When Asa died, his son Jehoshaphat
reigned over Judah in his stead”80.

In Israel, Nadab reigned for 2 years’8!, and did evil’82.
Baasha killed him783 and the entire house of Jeroboam?”84; he
then reigned for 24 years’® and did evil’®. Since Baasha
walked in the ways of Jeroboam”®’, God told Jehu”® that He
was going to make the house of Baasha like the house of
Jeroboam”®. When Baasha died, Elah his son reigned over
Israel” for 2 years”!. His servant Zimri killed him”? and
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the entire house of Baasha’3. Zimri reigned for 7 days’%;
when Omri (whom Israel had made king’®) besieged the
city”%, Zimri burned down the king's house and died”’. Af-
ter this, part of Israel supported Tibni while others sup-
ported Omri”®, but in the end Tibni died and Omri won”®.
Omri reigned over Israel for 12 years8? and did worse evil
than those who came before him8l, When he died, his son
Ahab reigned’?? over Israel for 22 years?®. He did worse
evil than those who came before him8%%; he married Jezebel
and worshiped Baal8%.

Hiel rebuilt Jericho by offering his oldest and youngest
child as human sacrifices, thus fulfilling the word of the
Lord spoken by Joshua8%.

After this, Elijah said there would be no rain except by
his word®”. He then fled to the brook Cherith8%, and ra-
vens fed him8”®. When the brook dried up®® God sent him
to a widow in Zarephath®, where he stayed many days8!2.
When the widow's son fell sick®13 Elijah raised him from the
dead®4. In the third year, God told Elijah to go to Ahab?15.
Elijah told Ahab to gather 450 prophets of Baal and 400
prophets of the groves®16. Elijah then held a contest: the
prophets were to build an altar and get their god to call
down fire to light the sacrifice8!”. When they failed?!8, Elijah
repaired the broken altar of God®"® and prayed?®?; fire fell
from Heaven and consumed the sacrifice and the altar®?l.
Elijah then commanded that the prophets of Baal be
killed3?2. Once they were dead, Elijah told Ahab that it was
going to rain®? and it did®4. Jezebel told Elijah that she was
going to kill him8%5, so he fled to Horeb?®¢ into a cave®?’.
There God spoke to him in a still small voice$? and told
him to anoint Hazel as king over Syria®?’, Jehu as king over
Israel, and Elisha as his successors30.

Benhadad king of Syria fought against Samaria®!. When
God delivered them into Ahab's hands Ahab defeated
them®32, but instead of destroying them he made peace with
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Benhadad and sent him away833. God sent a prophet to tell
Ahab that since he refused to kill Benhadad, God would kill
him instead®4. After this Ahab wanted Naboth's vine-
yard®> but Naboth refused to sell it®3¢, so Jezebel arranged
for Naboth to be killed®”. When Ahab went to take posses-
sion of the vineyard?®? Elijah told him that the dogs would
lick Ahab's blood in the same place they licked Naboth's
blood®, and God would make Ahab's house like the house
of Jeroboam and Baasha®?. When Ahab put on sackcloth
and wept84!, God said He would bring the evil in the days
of Ahab's sons, and not in Ahab's days842.

After this Jehoshaphat agreed to help Ahab attack Ra-
mothgilead’43. However, the prophet Micaiah warned that
the battle would be lost?*4 because God had arranged it to
kill Ahab84. King Ahab had Micaiah put in prison84¢. Dur-
ing the battle Ahab was shot by a chance arrow and
killed®#’, and the dogs licked his blood?®#. His son Ahaziah
reigned over Israel?* for two years®®; he did evil and
served Baal®>l. Ahaziah fell sick and asked Baalzebub if he
would recover®2. Elijah told him that since he had inquired
of Baalzebub he would die853, and he died8>4. Since he had
no son, Jehoram reigned over Israel in his stead’® for 12
years®%, and did evil®%.

Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah for 25 years®>; he did
what was right8%® and removed the sodomites¢0, but he did
not take away the high places8¢l. The king sent out men to
teach God's law to the people of Judah®%2. The fear of the
Lord fell on the surrounding countries®®3 and they brought
him tribute®4. However, when he returned home after
helping Ahab, the prophet Jehu rebuked him for helping
the ungodly®®. When Moab and Ammon came against
him8¢ the king proclaimed a fast®¢” and the people sought
the Lord®®8. Jahaziel the Levite said God would fight for
them®’, and the Lord ambushed the invaders and they
fought each other?”0. Later, when Jehoshaphat teamed up
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with wicked King Ahaziah to send ships to Tarshish®1,
Eliezer rebuked him and God broke the ships®”2. When Je-
hoshaphat died his son Jehoram reigned over Judah873.

Elijah called Elisha®* and he ministered to him875. When
it came time for Elijah to go, Elisha asked for a double por-
tion of Elijah's spirit8”6. God then took Elijah up to Heaven
in a chariot of fire8””. Elisha used the mantle of Elijah to part
the Jordan river®’8; he also cast salt into a poisoned spring
and healed it87°. When a mob of children came out and told
Elisha they wanted him to die®?, he cursed them in the
name of the Lord; two bears then came out of the woods
and mauled 42 of the childrens38l.

After this Moab rebelled against Israel®?2. Jehoshaphat
agreed to help®3 the king of Edom and Jehoram the king of
Israel®* attack Moab. When the three kings went for 7 days
without finding water88 they called for Elisha®8, who told
them to dig ditches®’. The ditches filled with water®® and
the Moabites mistook the water for blood8%. When the Mo-
abites came out, Israel defeated them38%.

Elisha did many miracles. He told a poor widow?®! to
fill her house with pots®2; she then used a single pot of oil
to fill all the pots in her house®%. Elisha told her to sell the
oil to pay her debts?%4. There was a great woman in Shunem
that Elisha often stayed with®?; in return, Elisha told her
that she would have a son8%. When the son died8”, Elisha
prayed and raised him from the dead’®. Another time the
sons of the prophets made a pot of food8?, but it was acci-
dentally poisoned®?; Elisha healed it by casting in meal®.
In another occasion a man came from Baalshalisha and
brought 20 loaves of barley and some ears of corn®?; Elisha
told him to give it to the people, and 100 men ate and had
leftovers®3. Elisha also made an axe head float?4.

Naaman (captain of the Syrian host) was a leper®®.
When he heard that there was a prophet in Samaria who
could cure him%®¢ he came to Elisha®’, who told him to

29



wash in the Jordan River 7 times®®8. At first he was angry®®,
but when he washed he was cleansed of his leprosy1°. Eli-
sha refused the rewards Naaman offered®!!, but Elisha's
servant Gehazi went behind his back?1? and accepted some
of them?. Elisha condemned him for this®# and told him
that Naaman's leprosy would cling to Gehazi and his off-
spring forever®1>.

After this the king of Syria repeatedly tried to kill the
king of Israel, but thanks to Elisha's warnings he was able
to escape?®. When the king of Syria found out what Elisha
was doing®” and learned that he was staying in Dothan18,
he sent his army to surround the town®®. When Elisha's
servant saw the Syrian army he panicked®?. Elisha then
opened his eyes and showed him that the Syrians were sur-
rounded by an army of chariots of fire®?!. When Elisha
prayed, God smote the Syrians with blindness®??; he then
led them to Samaria®??, where he had the king feed them
and send them home®%. After that the bands of Syria
stopped coming into Israel®?>.

When Benhadad besieged Samaria®?¢ there was a famine
that was so great that people began eating their own chil-
dren®?’. The king of Israel decided to kill Elisha®?8, but Eli-
sha told him that the famine would be over the next day®%.
When one of the lords doubted this, Elisha told him that he
would see it but not eat of it%0. After this, four lepers went
into the Syrian camp to give themselves up?! and found it
empty??; the Lord had made the Syrians hear the noise of
chariots and they had fled?3. When the lepers told the city
porter the news?4, the people rushed out and spoiled the
Syrians®®® - and trampled to death the lord who had doubt-
ed Elisha%®.

Because of the famine, Elisha told the woman whose son
he had raised from the dead to flee®®”. When she returned
to claim her land®3, Gehazi identified her to the king®*® and
he restored her land®40.
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When Benhadad was sick, he sent Hazael to ask Elisha if
he would recover®4l. Elisha told Hazael to lie to Benhadad
and say he would get well?*2. He then told Hazael that he
would become king over Syria?®3 and do terrible things to
Israel®¥4. Hazael then returned to Benhadad®%, murdered
him, and became king over Syria®®.

In Judah, Jehoram (son of Jehoshaphat)®¥’ reigned for 8
years?®; he did evil, and was married to Ahab's daugh-
ter?9. He killed all of his brothers®?. Elijah told him that
since he did evil, God would curse him and he would
die®l. When he died, Ahaziah his son reigned over Judah®?2
for 1 year;*>3 he did evil®.

Elisha sent one of the children of the prophets to Ra-
mothgilead and had him anoint Jehu as king over Israel.
The prophet told him to destroy the whole house of
Ahab%®. Jehu then went to Jezreel®>” and killed Jehoram,
king of Israel®®. He also had Jezebel thrown out of the win-
dow??, and the dogs ate her?. He had Ahab's 70 sons exe-
cuted?! and killed all that remained of his house??2. After
that he called together all the worshippers of Baal®®3, killed
them?4, and destroyed Baal's temple and idols?®. However,
Jehu did not destroy the golden calves?®¢, nor did he depart
from the sins of Jeroboam?” - but since Jehu destroyed the
house of Ahab, God told him that his children would sit on
the throne of Israel®® to the fourth generation. Jehu reigned
over Israel for 28 years®; when he died, Jehoahaz his son
reigned in his stead®70.

In Judah, when Ahaziah the king died, his mother
Athaliah killed the entire royal family®’! - but Ahaziah's
sister Jehosheba took Joash his son®’2 and hid him in the
Temple for 6 years®s. In the seventh year Jehoiada the
priest crowned Joash king®#4 and executed Athaliah®”. Je-
hoiada made a covenant that the people should serve the
Lord?¢, and they destroyed the house of Baal and executed
Baal's priests®””. Joash reigned over Judah for 40 years®’8; he
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served God all the days of Jehoiada®”®. He repaired the
Temple®0, but when Jehoiada died the king stopped serv-
ing God”!. When Jehoiada's son Zechariah rebuked him??,
the king had him stoned®3. When Hazael king of Syria at-
tacked®4, Joash looted the Temple to pay him to leave®>.
After this the servants of Joash killed him?¢, and Amaziah
his son reigned in his stead®’.

The prophet Joel*®® (who seems to have prophesied dur-
ing the days of Joash) warned that the day of the Lord was
at hand®® - a great and terrible®? day of darkness that was
unlike any other®l. Joel commanded people to turn to
God?? and called on the priests to intercede®3. Joel spoke
of a time when God would gather all nations to the valley
of Jehoshaphat and judge them for the way they had treat-
ed Israel®*. He said Egypt and Edom would become a
desolation®®, but Judah and Jerusalem would dwell forev-
er?®. Joel finished by saying that the Lord dwells in Zion®”.

In Israel, Jehoahaz son of Jehu reigned for 17 years®®; he
did evil®®. When he died, his son Joash reigned!0® for 16
years!®; he also did evill®2. During his reign Elisha fell
sick and Joash came to see him1093, Elisha told him to shoot
arrows into the ground!%%, explaining that the arrows rep-
resented military victories over Syrial®, and the king shot
three arrows!%%. Elisha became angry with him and told
him that because of this Joash would only defeat Syria three
times!007, Elisha then died and was buried!008, Later, when
someone else was being buried, a band of Midianites came
into the land. In a panic, people threw the corpse into
Elisha's grave - and the dead man revived and stood up'%%.
When Joash died, Jeroboam became king of Israel'010. When
Hazael king of Syria died, Benhadad reigned in his
stead1011,

In Judah, Amaziah son of Joash reigned’? for 29
years!013; he did what was right but did not take away the
high places!04. He executed the servants who murdered his
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father'91>, After defeating Edom and Selah!0® he brought
their false gods back home with him and worshiped
them1917. When the Lord sent a prophet to rebuke him1018,
Amaziah told the prophet to be silent or he would kill
him101%, The king then decided to attack Israel’0?. The king
of Israel warned him not to fight!9?! but he refused to lis-
ten1022, Israel defeated Judah023, broke down the wall of Je-
rusalem!924, and looted the Templel0%. After this a conspir-
acy rose up against Amaziah and he was murdered!926.
Azariah his son (also known as Uzziah'%?”) was made
king102s,

Isaiah's ministry began in the days of Uzziah (when he
saw the Lord sitting on His throne!??) and continued
through the reign of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah!0%0.
Through him the Lord said that He would bring ruin upon
Jerusalem because of Judah's great wickedness!03l. Howev-
er, the Lord also spoke of the last days!®?, when all nations
would be at peace with one another1% and would come to
the Lord's house in Israel'%3 so they could learn God's ways
and obey God's laws!0%. Isaiah prophesied extensively
about the coming Messiah!%3¢ and said He would be born of
a virgin'0%, He would be a light to the Gentiles'®8, and He
would suffer for our sins'%” and diel?0. Isaiah also prophe-
sied against Assyrial®4l, Babylon!042, Palestinal%43, Moab!044,
Damascus!%, Egypt!046, and Tyrel%’. He spoke of Lucifer's
falll%48, of a new heaven and earth!%4, and said Cyrus!00
would rebuild the Templel051.

Hosea’s ministry began in the days of Uzziah and con-
tinued through the reign of Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah, and
Jeroboam1%52. As a sign to the nation of Israel (because they
had committed adultery by going after false gods) God
commanded Hosea to marry a prostitute!l®>, so he married
Gomer10%4. God commanded him to name their first daugh-
ter Jezreel (for God would soon avenge the blood of Jezre-
el)10%5, their second daughter Loruhamah (because He
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would no longer have mercy on Israel)'%¢, and their son
Loammi (because Israel was not God’s people and He was
not their God)'%7. God commanded Israel to repent!0® and
spoke of coming judgment!% - but He also spoke of a time
when He would take Israel back and bless her'%0. When
Gomer left Hosea, God commanded him to buy her back!%!
and he did!%2. God said Israel would abide for many days
without a king, but then Israel would return and seek the
Lord!%63, God warned that judgment was coming because of
Israel’s sin, and said Israel, Ephraim, and Judah would
falll064, Hosea urged Israel to return to the Lord!065.

Amos’s ministry began in the days of Uzziah and con-
tinued through the reign of Jeroboam!%%. Amos warned
that God would punish Damascus'%’, Gazal%8, Tyrus!0,
Edom1070, the Ammonites!?7l, Moab1%72, Judah1Y73, and Isra-
ell974 for their transgressions. God told Israel that if they
sought Him they would live; otherwise judgment would
come!%5. When God showed Amos a plague of grasshop-
pers he interceded on Israel’s behalf, and God agreed to not
send them!976. When God showed Amos a fire he interced-
ed again and God agreed again'%’’. God then showed Amos
a plumbline and said He was going to lay waste to Isra-
el’078, When Amaziah the priest tried to stop him from
prophesying!07®, Amos told him God would send judgment
upon him and his family'%0. God showed Amos a basket of
summer fruit and said Israel’s end had come!%®! and there
would be many dead bodies everywherel®2. God said He
would send a famine of hearing the word of God!8; He
would also watch over them for evil, not for good!%, and
would sift the house of Israel among all nations!%>. Yet God
said that one day He would raise up the fallen tabernacle of
David!%¢ and bless Israel'%®’, and they would rebuild the
waste cities'®8, God said He would plant them in the land
and they would not be pulled out of it again!%.
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Jonah (whose ministry seems to have taken place
around this same time) was told by God to go to Nineveh
and cry against its wickedness!0%. However, Jonah instead
boarded a ship to Tarshish'®l. When God sent a mighty
storm against the ship!®®?, Jonah was found out and con-
fessed that he was the causel?®, and at his request the sail-
ors threw him overboard!?4. God then sent a great fish to
swallow Jonah, and he stayed in that fish for three days and
three nights'®. When Jonah prayed!?, God had the fish
vomit Jonah out!%7 and again told him to go to Nineveh!%%8,
Jonah went and cried against the city’0%, and the Ninevites
repented!%. When God saw this He decided to not destroy
the city'101 - which made Jonah very angry!192. When Jonah
sat outside the city to see what would happen to it!1%3, God
made a plant grow to give him shade!l% - and then killed
the plant the next day%. When Jonah became angry!1%,
God pointed out that Jonah had pity on the plant, which
came up one day and died the next!1%7; shouldn’t God also
have pity on the great city of Nineveh, which was home to
tens of thousands of people!108?

In Israel, Jeroboam reigned for 41 years''® and did
evillll0, The Lord saw the affliction of Israel and used Jero-
boam to save them!!ll, When he died, Zachariah his son
reigned in his stead!112.

In Judah, Azariah son of Amaziah reigned!® for 52
years!4; he did that which was right but did not remove
the high places!'5. However, he became proud, and one
day he went into the Temple to burn incense!'6. When the
priests tried to stop him the king became angry with
him'117, and the Lord smote the king so that he was a leper
until he died'"8. When he died, Jotham his son reigned in
his stead!1® for 16 years!'1?0; he did right!'?! but did not re-
move the high places'1??, and the people behaved corrupt-
ly1123, Jotham defeated the Ammonites!?* and became
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mighty, because he prepared his ways before the Lord!!?>.
When he died, Ahaz his son reigned in his stead12¢,

Micah’s ministry began in the days of Jotham and con-
tinued through the reign of Ahaz and Hezekiah!'?”. Micah
warned that because of Israel’s transgressions!!?8, the Lord
would come and tread down the high places of the
Earth!1?%; Samariall3® and Jerusalem would become a heap
and Zion would become a plowed field!3l. Micah also
prophesied that in the last days the house of the Lord
would be established in the top of the mountains'?32, and
the nations would come to it so that they could learn God’s
ways!133. He said that God would rebuke strong nations,
and they would beat their swords into plowshares, and the
nations would no longer learn war!34. The Lord would
reign over them in Mount Zion forever!’3®. Micah also
prophesied that the Messiah would be born in Bethle-
hem1136,

In Israel, Zachariah reigned for 6 months'®” and did
evill138, Shallum conspired against him and killed him, and
reigned in his stead1%. (Thus God fulfilled his promise to
Jehu that his children would sit on the throne for 4 genera-
tions'40) Shallum reigned for one month!™!, and then
Menahem killed him and reigned in his stead!142. Menahem
reigned for 10 years'% and did evil'44. When Pul king of
Assyria came against Israel, Menahem paid him 1000 tal-
ents of silver to leave!l45; he obtained the money by taxing
the wealthy4. When he died, Pekahiah his son reigned in
his stead4” for two years'48, and did evill'%°. Pekah con-
spired against him and killed him, and reigned in his
stead!1®0 for 20 years!!5!; he did evil'>2. In his days Tiglath-
pileser king of Assyria conquered parts of Israel and led
them away as captives!!>3. Hoshea conspired against Pekah
and killed him, then reigned in his stead!®. Hoshea
reigned for 9 years!'1% and did evil'%. When he conspired
against the king of Assyria the king had Hoshea put in
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prison!1%7 and carried Israel away captivell®. God told Isra-
el to repent!’® but they refused!®, so God removed them
from His sight!161,

During Israel's time in captivity©2 God commanded
Ezekiel to warn that Jerusalem would be judged for her
sins!163, conquered!1%4, and go into captivity!19. Ezekiel was
given an amazing vision of the glory of God!1%, witnessed
the glory of God leaving the Temple!1¢7, and saw the valley
of dry bones!!%8 that God brought back to lifell¢°. Ezekiel
also prophesied against the Ammonites'”?, Tyrus!l’],
Egypt!172, Mount Seir!'”3, Gog and Magog!174, and a being
called the King of Tyrus'”> who was the anointed cher-
ub!76 and who was in the Garden of Eden!'””. Finally, Eze-
kiel was given a vision of a future Temple!178,

In Judah, Ahaz reigned for 16 years''”?; he did evil and
offered his son as a burnt offering!180. Syria and Israel at-
tacked him but could not defeat him!18l. Ahaz looted the
Temple to hire the Assyrians'’®?, and Tiglathpileser came to
his aid!®3. Ahaz then built an altar like one he had seen in
Assyriall84, and he commanded that sacrifices be offered on
it instead of at the Temple!185. When he died, Hezekiah his
son reigned in his stead!186. Hezekiah reigned over Judah
for 29 years!'18’. He obeyed God, removed the high plac-
es!18, repaired the Temple!l®, restarted the sacrifices!!,
and kept the Passover!l. The Lord was with him1192. Hez-
ekiah rebelled against Assyrial’® and defeated the Philis-
tines'194. After Assyria defeated Samariall®, Sennacherib
came against Judah!. The king of Assyria fined Hezeki-
ah!%7, and he paid it by looting the Temple!1%. The king of
Assyria sent a great army against Jerusalem!’®, and Rab-
shakeh taunted Hezekiah!?%. Isaiah told the king that God
would make him return to his own land?%1, and Rabshakeh
did™92. After Rabshakeh left, he sent messengers to threaten
Israel'?03. However, God said He would defend the city204.
That night the angel of the Lord went to the Assyrian camp
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and killed 185,000 people!?%. When Sennacherib returned
to Nineveh!20¢ his sons murdered him'?7. Hezekiah then
fell sick, and Isaiah told him he would die!28. When Heze-
kiah begged God to spare him!?%, the Lord added 15 years
to his lifel?10. The king of Babylon heard that Hezekiah had
been sick and sent an envoy to him!'?!l. When Hezekiah
showed them all his wealth!?12, Isaiah told him that every-
thing he showed them would be carried to Babylon!?13 -
including his children!?4. When Hezekiah died, Manasseh
reigned in his stead?15.

Habakkuk (which may have been written during the
reign of Manasseh) complained to God that the wicked
were persecuting the righteous and God was not doing an-
ything about it1?16. God said He was raising up the terrible
Chaldeans, and they would march through the land and
destroy it'?17. Habakkuk asked how God could allow that,
since the Chaldeans were even worse than the wicked peo-
ple he had been complaining about'?'8. God said the just
would live by faith!?1?, pronounced woe upon the wick-
ed!?20, and said the Earth would be filled with the
knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the
seal??l. Habakkuk then prayed'???, proclaiming the glory of
the Lord!??? and that God was his strength!224.

Manasseh began reigning over Judah when he was 12
years old; he reigned for 55 years!??5, and he seduced Israel
to do more evil than the Amorites!226. He served Baall??7,
put pagan alters in the Temple!2?8, offered his sons as burnt
offerings!??, and shed much innocent blood. Because of
him the Lord said He would destroy Jerusalem!?30 and de-
liver Judah to their enemies'?!. The Lord sent Assyria, who
bound Manasseh and carried him to Babylon!232. While the
king was there he humbled himself and prayed, and God
brought him back to Jerusalem!?33. When he returned he
took away the false gods!?#, repaired the altar, and com-
manded Judah to serve God12%5, When he died, Amon his
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son became king!?3%; he reigned for 2 years'?®” and did
evill?¥. Amon's servants killed him!2%®* and were then killed
themselves?¥0. Amon's son Josiah became king in his
stead1241.

Josiah reigned over Judah for 31 years'?*? and did
right!243. He told the high priest Hilkiah to repair the Tem-
ple’?#, and during that process the priest found the book of
the Law1245. Shaphan the scribe read it to the king!?46, and
when the king heard it he tore his clothes!?”. Josiah en-
quired of the Lord!?8 and God told him that he was going
to bring evil upon Jerusalem'?#°, but since Josiah had hum-
bled himself and wept he would not do it until after Josiah
died™0. Josiah gathered everyone to Jerusalem!?! and read
them the law'?%?, then made a covenant with them to obey
God!?%. He ended Baal worship!?>, destroyed the houses of
the sodomites!?®, and defiled the high places'?>¢. He de-
stroyed the altar that Jeroboam had made!?” (thus fulfilling
the ancient prophecy'?58) and commanded Israel to keep the
Passover!?. After this Josiah went up against the king of
Egypt and was killed'?%, and his son Jehoahaz was made
king1261,

Nahum (who seems to have prophesied during the
reign of Josiah) foretold God’s judgment upon Nineveh!262,
He prophesied woe against the bloody city?63 and said God
would make her empty, void, and waste!264,

Zephaniah’s ministry took place in the days of Josiah!265.
He warned that the great day of the Lord was near!2¢, and
that God would bring distress upon all men because they
had sinned against him!2¢”. He urged people to seek the
Lord so that they could be hid in the day of the Lord’s an-
ger'268, He said Gaza would be forsaken!?, Moab and the
Ammonites would become a perpetual desolation!?”, the
Ethiopians would be slain’?”!, and Assyria and Nineveh
would be destroyed!?”2. He said God would gather the na-
tions and pour out His indignation upon them!?”3. God
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would undo all those who afflicted Israell274, and He would
make them a name and a praise among all people of the
Earth!?75.

Jeremiah's ministry began in the 13t year of Josiah!?76
and continued through the reign of Jehoiakim and Zedeki-
ah, until the nation was carried away captive'?”7. God
commanded Jeremiah to cry against Jerusalem!?’8 and tell
them to return to God'?”°. He said that if the nation repent-
ed God would not remove them from the land280, but the
Israelites did not repent!?8l. Instead, they repeatedly!282
tried to kill Jeremiah'. God said He would bring a distant
nation to destroy them!2%* because of their disobedience!?8
but He would not utterly wipe them out!?%; instead they
would be captive in Babylon for 70 years!?”. Jeremiah
prophesied against Egypt!?8, the Philistines!?%°, Moab!2%,
the Ammonites!?®l, Edom1?°2, Damascus!?93, Hazor!?%,
Elam'?%, and Babylon'2%,

Jehoahaz reigned over Judah for three months'>” and
did evil'?®8. The king of Egypt imprisoned him and brought
him to Egypt, where he died'?®. He then made Josiah's son
Jehoiakim king over Judah!'3%. Jehoiakim reigned for 11
years!301, and did evil'302. Jehoiakim rebelled against Nebu-
chadnezzar king of Babylon!303, Because of the sins of Ma-
nasseh!3% the Lord sent many foes against Judah in order to
destroy it’3%. When Jehoiakim died, Jehoiachin his son
reigned!3% for three months'% and did evil'3%8. Nebuchad-
nezzar conquered Jerusalem!3%; he looted the city and the
Temple30 and carried away its people, leaving only the
very poorest behind!3!l. He made Zedekiah king over Ju-
dah'312, Zedekiah reigned for 11 years!313 and did evill314,
and rebelled against Babylon!315. Jeremiah told the king that
God was going to fight for Nebuchadnezzar and against
Israel’316, and said if the king did not do right then God
would destroy His Temple!3'”. When Babylon besieged Je-
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rusalem Zedekiah put Jeremiah in prison!3!®, and he re-
mained there until the city was taken!31.

Nebuchadnezzar then came against Jerusalem and con-
quered it!320, He killed Zedekiah's sons, put out the king's
eyes, and carried him away to Babylon'3?l. He also burned
the Temple, burned Jerusalem!32?, and destroyed the city's
walls!323, Judah was carried out of the land!32* and Nebu-
chadnezzar made Gedaliah ruler over Judah!3?. (However,
Ishmael killed Gedaliah!32¢ and the people fled with him to
Egypt!3?7). Nebuchadnezzar freed Jeremiah!®?® and told
Nebuzaradan to look after him!3?°. The remnant that was
left in the land told Jeremiah that they would do whatever
God commanded!330, but when Jeremiah told them that
God would kill them if they left Israel and went to
Egypt!31, they said that he was lying!332 and went to Egypt
anyway 1333,

The book of Lamentations bewails the captivity of Ju-
dah®33 and the terrible things that the nation had suf-
fered!33% because of their sins!3%. Yet, despite all this, they
continued to hope in the Lord!¥%” and wait for His salva-
tion1338,

When Nebuchadnezzar conquered Jerusalem!33, her
best children were made eunuchs to serve in the king’s pal-
ace'3¥0, This included Daniel (renamed Belteshazzar), Han-
aniah (renamed Shadrach), Mishael (renamed Meshach),
and Azariah (renamed Abednego)!34!. These four men were
found to be the best, so they stood before the king!342. When
Nebuchadnezzar had a dream that troubled him343, Daniel
interpreted it'3#* and told him that the image in his dream
represented a series of kingdoms that would govern the
world!34. After this Nebuchadnezzar built an image of
gold’3# and commanded everyone to worship it134”. When
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused!*, he had
them thrown into the fiery furnace'®® - and was
shocked3%Y when they were unharmed and the Son of God
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appeared in their midst!351. He asked them to come out of
the firel32 and promoted them!3%3. After this, when Nebu-
chadnezzar boasted of his greatness!3%4, God took away his
sanity’3%; he was driven from men and ate grass'3>¢ for sev-
en years!'37. After that time his understanding returned to
him and he blessed God and praised Him13%8 - after which
his kingdom and honor was returned to him!3%.

During the reign of Nebuchadnezzar’s descendent Bel-
shazzar!3¢0 Daniel dreamed of four great beasts!3¢! and had
a vision of a ram and a goat'3¢2. The visions troubled!3¢3 and
astonished!3%4 Daniel. When Belshazzar made a great feast
and used the Temple vessels to praise idols!3¢5, a man’s
hand appeared3%® and wrote “Mene, Mene, Tekel, Uphar-
sin”13¢7 on the wall. Daniel provided the interpretation!368:
God had weighed Belshazzar and found him wanting!3¢,
and He was giving his kingdom to the Medes and Per-
sians!3’0. That night Belshazzar was slain'®’! and Darius the
Median took the kingdom!372. In the first year of Darius,
Daniel realized that the Jewish captivity was only to last for
70 years'3”3 and prayed on behalf of his people!374. Gabriel
then came®” and told him about the 70 weeks!37¢ and the
coming of the Messiah!377.

Darius set three presidents over the kingdom and put
Daniel in charge of them!378. Since the other presidents
could find no fault in Daniel’3”® they persuaded Darius to
make it illegal to pray to anyone except him!38. When Dan-
iel broke the law'3! he was thrown into the lion’s den382 -
but the next day he was found unharmed3®3. Darius then
took him out of the den®8 and had the other presidents
and their families thrown in, and the lions killed them?385,
Darius issued a decree saying everyone should fear before
God138, and Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius and
Cyrus’¥. In the third year of Cyrus’® an angel came to
Daniel’®° and told him about future events’3® regarding
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kings of the north and south'®?, a time of great trouble!3%,
and a resurrection of the dead!3%.

Cyrus made a proclaimed that the Jews should return to
Judah and build a Temple'3%, so a group of Jews went!3%.
Cyrus returned the Temple furnishings that Nebuchadnez-
zar had taken!. When the people gathered at Jerusa-
lem™%, the altar was rebuilt’3*® and offerings were made for
the Jewish feasts!3%. When the Temple's foundation was
laid the people shouted for joy!4%, but the old people wept
because they remembered the previous temple!40l. Howev-
er, adversaries arosel402 and persuaded Ahasuerus to stop
the Temple from being rebuilt4%.

In the second year of Darius, on the first day of the sixth
month, God used Haggai to speak to Zerubbabel4%4. God
condemned the people for living in nice houses while His
Temple was in ruins’¥%, and said that was why He had
withheld His blessings!4%. God commanded the people to
rebuild the Temple, and Zerubbabel, Joshua, and the rem-
nant began work again on the 24t day of that same
month407. On the 21st day of the seventh month, God told
them through Haggai that although this new Temple did
not seem as glorious as the old one'4%, the glory of this
house would be greater than the former!4%®. In a little while
God would shake the nations, and the desire of all nations
would come®10.

In the second year of Darius, in the eighth month, God
spoke to the prophet Zechariah!#!! and told him to tell the
people to turn from their evil ways#12. God gave him the
vision of the red horsel413, the vision of the four horns!414,
the vision of the four carpenters'4l5, and the vision of the
man with a measuring linel416. Zechariah saw the vision of
Joshua the high priest; his filthy garments were taken away
and new ones were given to him'4"7. He saw the vision of
the seven lamps!418, the vision of the flying roll™#1, the vi-
sion of the ephah!4?, the vision of the two women with
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wings!#?l, and the vision of the four chariots'4?2. God con-
demned the people for fasting falsely'4?® and told them to
show mercy and compassion4?*. Zechariah prophesied of a
time when many nations would come to seek the Lord in
Jerusalem®2?. He also said that Tyre would be devoured
with firel4?6 and the pride of the Philistines would be cut
off1427; the scepter would depart from Egypt and the pride
of Assyria would be brought down 142, He told Jerusalem
to rejoice because her king was coming, riding upon a don-
key142. He also asked for a price, and they gave him 30
pieces of silver#30; God told him to cast it to the potter, and
he did so in the Templel%3l. God also said that He would
make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all nations!43Z
whoever burdened themselves with it would be cut in piec-
es'433, and God would seek to destroy all nations that come
against her'434. God promised to pour the spirit of grace
upon the house of David, and they would look upon Him
whom they have pierced and bitterly mourn for him143>.

Finally, Zechariah spoke of the day of the Lord!43¢. In
that day God will gather all nations to attack Jerusalem!437;
they will take the city!43, but then the Lord will go forth
and fight against them!43. His feet will stand on the Mount
of Olives and the mountain will cleave in two'440. The Lord
will smite those who fought against Jerusalem by making
their flesh consume away while they are standing'#4l. In
that day the Lord will be king over all the Earth!'442. All
those who survive among the nations will come to Jerusa-
lem every year to worship the King and keep the feast of
tabernacles!443,

When Zerubbabel began rebuilding the Temple'444; the
adversaries tried to stop it144> but the Jews sent a letter to
Darius in their defense!44¢. Darius found the edit from Cy-
rus'*” and commanded that the opposition ceasel#48. The
Jews finished rebuilding the Temple in the sixth year of Da-
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rius'#, and they offered sacrifices'#? and kept the Passo-
verl4sl,

In the days of Artaxerxes!42, Ezra left Babylon and went
to Jerusalem!453. The king made a decree that allowed the
other Levites to accompany him!4%4, and sent along an offer-
ing!4%. Since Ezra's group was bringing treasure to Jerusa-
lem?#%, they fasted and prayed that God would protect
them on their journey there!4%” (because they didn't want to
have to ask the king for an armed guard!4>%). God watched
over them and they reached Jerusalem safely'45°, where
they offered burnt offerings'4®. When Ezra learned that the
Jews and the Levites had been intermarrying with pa-
gans!4¢l he became very upset!462; he prayed and confessed
the nation's sin4%3. A proclaimed was made for everyone to
come to Jerusalem!4%*. When the people were gathered!465,
Ezra chastised them!#¢ and commanded that they separate
from their pagan wives!4%’. The people agreed!4%8, but since
many had intermarried they said it would take time!46°.
Jonathan and Jahaziah were appointed to help, and
Meshullam and Shabbethai helped them!470. By the first day
of the first month the task was done!471,

Hanani told Nehemiah that the Jews in Israel were suf-
fering and the walls of Jerusalem had been broken
down!472. When Nehemiah heard this he wept, fasted, and
prayed!473. King Artaxerxes saw that Nehemiah was sad
and asked what the problem was!474. Nehemiah ex-
plained’¥5, and the king sent him to repair Jerusalem!476
and provided resources to help!#”7. Nehemiah went to Jeru-
salem'4’8, surveyed the situation!¥”®, and led the people to
begin rebuilding the city's walls'4%0. Sanballat and Tobiah
became very upset'48l. When Nehemiah learned that they
were making plans to stop the Jews!482, he told the people
building the wall to keep their swords with them!483 and be
ready to fight. Half of the people worked and the other half
guarded them1484,
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Nehemiah rebuked the nobles for oppressing the
poor!¥®, and the nobles agreed to restore what they had
taken!4%. Nehemiah was appointed governor of Judah, but
because the people were suffering he did not take a sala-
ry'487. The enemies of the Jews tried to lure Nehemiah away
and kill him1488, but he was not deceived!489. When the wall
was finished#%, Israel's enemies were depressed because
they knew God had done it'#1. Nehemiah gave his brother
Hanani (along with Hananiah) charge over Jerusalem!4%2.
Ezra read the Law to the people!4? and they kept the festi-
val of booths!#4. Israel separated themselves from the pa-
gans in the land¥%, confessed their sins!4%, and made an
oath to obey God's law!47. Lots were cast to decide who
should live in Jerusalem!4%8, and some people volunteered
willingly14%°. When the book of Moses was read, the people
found out that the Ammonites and Moabites were prohibit-
ed from entering the congregation'®?, so Israel separated
themselves from the mixed multitude!>®l. Nehemiah cast
Tobiah's goods out of the Temple'>?, cleansed the cham-
bers!5%3, and criticized the rulers for not paying the Temple
workers!5%4, When Nehemiah saw people selling goods on
the Sabbath!>0> he commanded that the city's gates be shut
on the Sabbath'>%, and when people still kept coming to
sell’>07 he threatened them!5%8, He also cursed the Jews who
had married pagans!®®, and cleansed the priesthood of all
strangers!510.

King Ahasuerus made a feast and showed off his king-
dom'™%; during the feast he called for Queen Vashtil>!2.
When she refused to come!>3 he removed her from being
queen!®4. After the feast was over he ordered that all the
fair young virgins be gathered to the palace so he could
choose a new queen’®’5, and Esther was included among
them!516. Esther's uncle Mordecai warned her not to reveal
that she was a Jew, and she obeyed!!”. After each woman
had spent 12 months being purified she spent the night
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with the king'¥8. The king loved Esther and made her
queen!®®. After this, Mordecai overheard a plot against the
king!520 and told Esther. She told the king!%?!, and the plot-
ters were hanged'>?2. Ahasuerus promoted Haman above
the other princes!®?3; everyone bowed to him, but Mordecai
refused!>?4. This enraged Haman'>?> and he decided to kill
all the Jews1526. He picked a date for their execution by cast-
ing lots!®?7, and convinced the king to issue the decree!>?8,
When Mordecai found out about it he sat at the king's gate
in sackcloth®? and told Esther to talk to the king about
it1530. Esther said she was only allowed to see the king when
he called for her, and could be killed if she went in un-
asked!531. Mordecai warned her that if she did nothing the
Jews would still be delivered, but she would be doomed for
not acting!%32. Esther told the Jews to fast for three days,
and then she would go see the king!333,

On the third day Esther went to see the king!>34. He ac-
cepted her!5%, and she invited him and Haman to a ban-
quet that day!5%. At the banquet Esther invited him and
Haman to another banquet the following day, and prom-
ised to tell the king what she wanted at that banquet!5%’.
Haman was delighted to be included!>38 but became angry
when he saw Mordecai'®?, and had a gallows made 50 cu-
bits high so he could hang him'>%. That night the king
could not sleep, so he had the chronicles read to him!541. He
discovered that Mordecai had saved his life but had not
been honored!#2. Since Haman happened to be in court!>43
(he wanted to ask the king to execute Mordecail®*), the
king had Haman lavishly honor Mordecai'®. Haman did
501546 and then returned home humiliated!>*’. Haman was
then brought to the banquet Esther had prepared!%4. At the
banquet, Esther told the king that Haman was determined
to kill her and her people!>. The king became angry and
left1550. When he returned he saw Haman pleading with Es-
ther and thought he was trying to rape her!%!. Harbonah
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told the king that Haman had made a gallows to hang
Mordecai, and the king ordered that Haman be hanged on
it!52. The king then put Mordecai in Haman's place, and
Esther put him over Haman's house!. Since the king
could not reverse his decree!>, he instead issued a new
one that allowed the Jews to defend themselves!5%5, When
the day came, the Jews defended themselves!5% and killed
their enemies!®’, The Jews made the 14th and 15t of Adar
days of gladness!®%; the days were called Purim because
Haman cast a lot (Pur)!®. Mordecai was great among the
Jews and sought the wealth and peace of his people!>¢.

The prophet Malachi condemned the people for despis-
ing God by offering polluted sacrifices!>¢1. God warned the
priests that if they did not glorify His name then He would
curse them!®2. He also condemned them for dealing
treacherously with the wife of their youth'>%® and for claim-
ing that God delighted in those who do evil'¢* Malachi
prophesied that God would send His messenger, who
would prepare the way before Him!%%. He also said that the
Messiah would come suddenly into the Temple!>® and
would be like a refiner’s fire!>7. Malachi condemned the
people for withholding their tithes!>% and said that if they
resumed tithing God would bless them!%¢°. He closed by
saying that before the day of the Lord came he would send
them Elijah the prophet!®”9, who would turn the heart of
fathers to the children and the heart of children to their fa-
thers!571,

Obadiah (whose time of ministry is unknown) prophe-
sied against the nation of Edom1572 for all the terrible things
they had done to the children of Judah'!573. Obadiah warned
that the day of the Lord was near'®’4, and said the house of
Jacob would utterly wipe out the house of Esau'>”.

The book of I Chronicles contains a lot of genealogical
information, including the genealogy from Adam to No-
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ah®76, the descendants of Noah's sons'>77, the descendants
of Ishmael'5’8 and Isaac’”?, the genealogy!>8? and descend-
ants11 of David, and the descendants of Jacob's chil-
dren’%82, It also contains listings of Levites!®83, the way Da-
vid divided the priesthood into 24 divisions!®®4, the chief
men of David's kingdom!8, and the officers that served
David1586.

The book of Psalms contains 150 different psalms that
cover a wide variety of themes. The psalmists cry out to
God for help'®®” and deliverance!®®, and say that the Lord
is their shield and defender’®. They pray for judgment on
their enemies'®® and upon the wicked!, and sing the
Lord's praises!®®2. The psalms also talk about the work!5%,
priesthood!®®, and suffering of the Messiah!%, and speak
of the Lord's forgiveness!® and mercy?>%’. They also glorify
the Lord's works!5%, urge everyone to praise God!®”, and
speak of a time when all nations would serve God'%. They
urge men to fear God!®%! and speak of Israel's history602, of
God's eternal existencel®, and of God's omnisciencel604
and omni-presencel®. We are told to pray for the peace of
Jerusalem!%¢ and reminded that God protects His people
Israel'®0” and has chosen them as His peculiar treasure!®08,
The final psalm closes by saying “Let every thing that hath
breath praise the Lord. Praise ye the Lord.160°”
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