
Space 

adventure

Issue #1: The ad series

It's an adventure in space!



When  I  was  about  eight  years  old  my  parents  brought  home  a 
computer.  It  was  a  really  stunning  machine  –  a  brand-new  80286, 
which hummed along at a whopping 25 MHz and ran a neat operating 
system called MS-DOS. (This was before the days of Windows.) On that 
computer was a marvelous program called Dr. Halo, which allowed you 
to draw pictures on the computer. Drawing – on the computer! Can you 
believe it?

I  was  amazed.  The  program supported  four  different  colors:  white, 
black,  cyan, and magenta.  You could draw lines,  make circles,  type 
letters, and even color individual pixels one-at-a-time. Who could ask 
for more than that? The possibilities were endless! I decided I couldn't 
let this program go to waste, and started using it to draw pictures – 
pictures of spacemen, having adventures in space.

With my friend Daniel Routh (along with my brother Mike and my sister 
April), many happy hours were spent drawing hundreds and hundreds 
of pictures. We would create an entire series, then use a program that 
came with Dr. Halo to show them as a slideshow.



The program took a couple seconds to load each image (after all, the 
images were 2KB and 3KB apiece, and they were being read off of an 
ancient 5 1/4” floppy disk), and it took a moment for it to draw the 
entire picture. The end result was something that almost looked like an 
animation. Characters would move across the screen and planets 
would explode. It was awesome. So we would draw our pictures, queue 
them up, and then narrate what was happening on the screen. It was 
really a blast.

What I've done here is taken those old images and assembled them 
into a comic-book-type format. I've left the images untouched but have 
added  narration  to  them (as  best  I  can  remember  it),  so  you  can 
understand the gripping action as it unfolds.

I hope you enjoy the result. This book has the AD series, which is the 
last one we ever did. By this point we had gotten pretty good at the 
artwork and had our system down pat. (Sadly, I have no idea what AD 
stands for. I  suspect it never stood for anything and was chosen at 
random.)



Those, my friends, were the good old days. The days of space 
adventures!

--Jonathan Cooper
November 24, 2011



A Scout Ship Arrives



A MESSAGE IS SENT



OH NO! THE EVIL VILLAINS HAVE 

FOUND US! PANIC!!!!



QUICK- SHOOT OFF THEIR 

ANTENNAS! THAT WAY THEY CAN'T 

CALL FOR BACKUP.



OH NO! THEY ENGAGED THEIR 

CLOAKING DEVICE! WHAT DO WE DO 

NOW???



LET'S JUST FIRE AT RANDOM. 

MAYBE WE'LL GET LUCKY AND HIT 

THEM.



THAT SURE WORKED OUT WELL! NOW 

LET'S SEND A BOARDING PARTY.



OH NO! THE SHIP IS FULL OF EVIL 

ROBOTS!!!



BANG! POW! ZAP!



I HOPE THAT GUY LEADING THE WAY 

HAD HIS LIFE INSURANCE PAID UP.



LOOK! A TRANSPORTER!



LET'S ALL GET INSIDE IT. I'M 

SURE NOTHING BAD WILL HAPPEN.



LOOK! IT LED TO THE SHIP'S 

CONTROL ROOM! THAT SURE WAS 

CONVENIENT!



I BET IF WE PLANTED A BOMB ON 

THIS COMPUTER IT WOULD BLOW UP 

THE WHOLE SHIP!



BOMB PLANTED! I'M SURE IT WILL 

SOMEHOW CAUSE A CHAIN REACTION. 

TIME TO GO!



LOOK AT THAT! I KNEW IT WOULD 

WORK!



WE BLEW UP THE SHIP! YAY! BUT 

WAIT - DID THEY SEND A MESSAGE?



NEVER FEAR - WE HAVE BACKUP ON 

THE WAY!



UH-OH. LOOKS LIKE THE EVIL 

ROBOTS HAD BACKUP ON THE WAY 

TOO! PANIC!!!



BANG! POW! ZAP! (IT'S A GOOD 

THING THOSE ROBOTS ARE TERRIBLE 

SHOTS!)



I THINK WE'VE FOUND THE ROBOT'S 

HIDDEN PLANET!



UH-OH. LOOKS LIKE THEY NOTICED 

OUR ARRIVAL!



I'M SURE GLAD THE SHIPS 

GUARDING THEIR BASE DIDN'T HAVE 

WEAPONS!



TIME TO SEND IN A TEAM. I'M 

SURE SIX PEOPLE WILL BE PLENTY.



WE'LL JUST USE THE SHIP TO BLOW 

OPEN THE DOOR. THEY WON'T 

NOTICE.



OH ALL RIGHT. I GUESS WE CAN 

SEND IN MORE THAN SIX PEOPLE.



OOPS. MAYBE THEY DID NOTICE 

WHEN WE BLEW UP THEIR DOOR.



ZAP ZAP ZAP! (THAT'S WHY I 

ALWAYS STAY AT THE END OF THE 

LINE.)



THEY'LL NEVER NOTICE THOSE NEW 

HOLES IN THE FLOOR.



OH NO! MORE EVIL ROBOTS!



AND THEY'VE LEARNED HOW TO 

SHOOT! QUICK - SURRENDER!



WE HAD BETTER CALL FOR HELP!



OH NO - THEY ARE BEAMING US 

AWAY!



I'M SURE GLAD THE BACKUP TEAM 

GOT HERE SO FAST! THOSE ROBOTS 

NEVER KNEW WHAT HIT THEM.



OH LOOK - THE TRANSPORTER 

MAGICALLY GAVE US OUR GUNS 

BACK! NICE!



BANG! POW! ZAP!



NO INTERIOR DAMAGE THIS TIME! 

WE ARE GETTING GOOD AT THIS.



OH LOOK - THEIR SECRET BASE HAS 

A GIANT BUILDING INSIDE IT! 

AMAZING!!!



LET'S GO EXPLORE IT ALL BY 

OURSELVES!



WHAT IS THAT THING ON THE 

FLOOR? IS IT A CLUE???



IT LOOKS LIKE SOME KIND OF 

CODE! THIS MUST BE IMPORTANT.



WELL, TIME TO GO. LET'S GET 

BACK IN OUR SHIP AND RADIO OUR 

FINDINGS BACK TO Headquarters.



OH NO! THE BAD GUYS HAVE FOUND 

OUR SECRET BASE!



QUICK - LET'S TRY TO BEAM UP 

OUR SHIPS. WE CAN USE OUR 

SHIELDS TO PROTECT THEM.



THIS IS TAKING TOO LONG! WE'D 

BETTER CALL FOR HELP. WE CAN'T 

LAST MUCH LONGER!



WE HAD TO LEAVE A SHIP BEHIND. 

NOW OUR BASE IS UNGUARDED. THEY 

ARE DESTROYING IT!



OH NO - THE CHAIN REACTION BLEW 

UP OUR ENTIRE PLANET!



AT LEAST IT BLEW UP THEIR 

PLANET TOO.



YEAH THAT DID NOT WORK OUT AS 

WELL AS WE HAD HOPED.



AT LEAST WE ESCAPED BEFORE OUR 

PLANET BLEW UP. TIME FOR 

REVENGE!



HA! OUR SHIELDS DEFLECTED YOUR 

SHOT, YOU PIPSQUEAK!



TAKE THAT!



THERE YOU ARE, YOU EVIL ROBOTS 

WHO BLEW UP OUR PLANET!



TAKE THAT! AND THAT! AND THAT!



THAT'S RIGHT - THERE'S MORE 

WHERE THAT CAME FROM! BOMBS 

AWAY!



OH YEAH. YOU EVIL ROBOTS ARE 

GOING DOWN, DOWN, DOWN!!



WE CAN KEEP DOING THIS ALL DAY. 

BRING IT!



UH OH - THEY LEARNED HOW TO 

FIRE THEIR WEAPONS. CALL FOR 

HELP!



WELL, AT LEAST ONE OF US 

SURVIVED. IT COULD HAVE BEEN 

WORSE.



NOOOOOOOOOOOOOO!!!



WELL, AT LEAST OUR ATTACKERS 

WERE BLOWN UP BY A MYSTERIOUS 

FORCE.



LOOK - IT'S ANOTHER SECRET 

ENEMY BASE! IF ONLY ONE OF US 

WERE STILL ALIVE...



WHAT LUCK! I'M SURE GLAD WE 

BEAMED A TEAM OFF THE SHIP 

BEFORE IT WAS BLOWN UP.



UH OH. OUR LASERS CAN'T 

PENETRATE THEIR DEFENSES! LET'S 

SEND OUT A RADIO MESSAGE.



NEVER MIND. CHANGING OUR WEAPON 

SETTING FROM LOW TO HIGH DID 

THE TRICK!



JUST KEEP FIRING MEN! WE'LL 

BREAK THROUGH EVENTUALLY.



I KNEW THAT WOULD WORK! JUST 

WATCH YOUR STEP.



LOOK AT THAT! THIS MUST BE 

WHERE THE EVIL ROBOTS STORE ALL 

THEIR WEAPONS.



WE HAVE TO STOP THEM! WE'LL USE 

OUR SHIP TO BEAM THEM AWAY. THE 

ROBOTS WON'T MIND.



THAT WORKED OUT PRETTY WELL.



LOOK AT THAT - IT'S ONE OF 

THEIR EVIL ROBOT SHIPS! AND 

THEY LEFT THE DOOR OPEN!



I'M SURE THEY WON'T MIND IF WE 

GO INSIDE AND TAKE A LOOK 

AROUND.



AND THEY DEFINITELY WON'T MIND 

IF WE TAKE THEIR SHIP AND FLY 

AWAY IN IT.



OH NO - IT'S A WORMHOLE! QUICK, 

ENGAGE EVASIVE MANEUVERS!



IT'S TOO LATE. THE SHIP IS 

BREAKING UP! PANIC!!!



WELL, AT LEAST SOME OF US MADE 

IT THROUGH THE WORMHOLE AND 

CRASHED ON THIS PLANET.



LOOKS LIKE SHRAPNEL FROM THE 

SHIP IS RAINING DOWN FROM THE 

SKY. OH NO - ROBOT ALERT!!!



ZAP ZAP ZAP!



NICE SHOOTING! WE HAD BETTER GO 

EXPLORING THOUGH. THERE MAY BE 

MORE...



WHOOPS. LOOKS LIKE THERE ARE A 

LOT MORE. AND THESE ROBOTS CAN 

FLY! PANIC!!!



WELL AT LEAST THESE ROBOTS 

CAN'T HIT ANYTHING.



THIS FIREFIGHT IS GOING A LOT 

BETTER THAN I EXPECTED.



YUP. THESE ROBOTS ARE 

HOPELESSLY INCOMPETENT.



AND THAT IS THE END OF THAT.



OH NO! IT'S THEIR GIANT EVIL 

ROBOT OVERLORD!!!



WHAT LUCK! IT'S HOPELESSLY 

INCOMPETENT TOO! THIS IS OUR 

LUCKY DAY!



I'll just shoot it a bunch of 

times while it's not looking.



I knew that would work! 

Success!!!



Oh look - we can fly too! Who 

knew???



Let’s go explore this dark, 

bottomless hole. I'm sure 

nothing will go wrong.



WE got out of there just in 

time! Looks like they finally 

found robots that can shoot.



I'm really hoping that missile 

coming towards us is on our 

side...



UH-oh. It's another evil giant 

robot overlord! I sure hope 

this one is incompetent too.



We're in luck! Its lasers are 

so slow we can dodge them. And 

our backup has arrived too!



OH look - it's that missile 

from earlier. It's come to save 

us!



I don't know why the robot 

overlord is shooting randomly. 

But our missile is closing in!



I think we'd better leave 

before that missile explodes!



BOOOoooooooooM!



Oh look - the explosion cracked 

the planet in half! We meant to 

do that, right?



And now the two halves are 

floating away. I'm sure glad we 

escaped that blast!



Let's get back to exploring 

that bottomless pit. Look - 

it's friends! Awesome!!!



Everybody turn left. We're 

going that way!



It's another evil robot 

overlord! How many of those 

things do these guys have???



Don't worry - I'll destroy the 

small one. You can handle the 

big giant evil one.



ZAP! ZAP! ZAP!



These guys need to get a refund 

for their robot overlords. I've 

seen tougher bunny rabbits.



Look - a giant vault!



We'll just shoot it open. That 

always seems to work pretty 

well.



It's working!!!



Let's send in the 

reinforcements. Time to find 

out what they were hiding!



Look - it's a giant ship!



It looks super advanced. I'm 

glad they left the door open 

for us!



Let's just go inside and look 

around. After all, that worked 

out really well last time.



This really is an advanced 

starship! Let's keep it.



Time to go!



Look - it's a bunch of enemy 

robot ships! I bet they think 

we're one of them!



Take that, you evil enemy 

robots!



Look, there's more! And we have 

reinforcements that just 

magically arrived! How nice!



Zap zap zap!



Let's upload a virus that will 

blow up their ships. What's the 

worst that could happen?



Time to run! We don't want to 

get caught in the blast.



BOOOOOOOM!!!



BOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOM!!!



BOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOM!!!



BOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

OOOOOOOOOM!!!



BOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOM!!!



BOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOM!!!



Wow, that was some virus. We 

did mean to blow up the whole 

galaxy, right?



That's right, folks. Stay tuned 

for part 2!!!



AND HERE IT IS!



Look - allies! I'm glad someone 

survived that big explosion.



Let's go talk to them. Maybe 

they can help us out.



Hi there! No, actually, we're 

not the pizza delivery guy.



Wow - nice ship! Sure, we'll 

come with you. Where are you 

going?



To visit some friends? Nice! I 

had no idea any planets had 

survived that blast.



So what kind of mileage does 

this thing get? Does it come in 

any other colors?



This ship even has cupholders! 

I've got to get me one of 

these.



Are we there yet?



Oh look - the galaxy has 

already been rebuilt! I guess 

they were fully insured.



What do you mean, your friends 

live underwater? This is 

supposed to be an adventure in 

space!



This is definitely not outer 

space.



That looks like the remains of 

an ancient battle! Quick, take 

a picture!



Do your friends fight space 

battles underwater very often?



I'm still not convinced they 

understand the concept of 'an 

adventure in space'.



And the door has now closed. 

Yes, that was very dramatic. 

But we're still not in space.



Hi there! Yes, it's us. No, we 

didn't bring pizza.



What do you mean, your 

underwater city used to be in 

space?



So a long time ago, your domed 

city was on the planet's 

surface.



Then you launched a giant, 

building-sized missile into the 

sky.



It flew high into the sky.



Then it flew even higher. Yeah, 

we've got that part...



Then a huge cloud formed and it 

started to rain. Wait - did the 

missile do that?



What do you mean, you don't 

know? How could you not know?



Oh Come on. Why would you even 

mention the missile if it was 

totally unrelated?



So a mysterious force caused it 

to rain a lot and flood your 

city.



What do you mean, the water 

kept rising after the rain 

stopped?



How is that even possible? 

Where did all that water come 

from?



That's the whole story? I'm 

still confused.



Oh, wow, nice ship! Are we 

going to go blow some things 

up?



I just knew it! I have an 

instinct about these things.



Look at that! You're bringing 

your whole fleet. Nice!



Oh no! It's more evil robot 

ships!!!



Zap! Zap! Zap!



We did it! Yay!!!



The End

(Sadly, the story was never 

continued. We will never know 

what happened next...)


