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Introduction

e} |0 early 1994 my father purchased a computer program called Student Writing
Student Center. This ancient application was a word processor, designed to make it easy
Writing Center for students to create newsletters and other documents. As soon as | saw it |
knew | had to use it for something. The software made newsletter creation look
like a lot of fun, so | decided to start writing my own monthly newsletter.

Under normal circumstancesstlikely that the newsletter would have been short-
lived, but as it turned out | actually had something to write about. Around the
time the newsletter began our family learned that they were going to be moving
to China. My father was a project manager and worked for a company that had
just gotten involved in a joint venture with a Chinese firm. They needed someone to move to China to
manage the construction of a shampoo factory, and Dad was their man. For the next two yesaes we
going to be living in Wuxi, a small town of 5 million people that was located two hour's west of
Shanghai. As a fourteen-year-old kid | found this incredibly exciting, and over the next thrsel ye
chronicled our many adventures. | kept at it until we left Wuxi at the end of 2006, at which point | was 16
years old.

China has changed tremendously since )Qu, . . ‘
lived there. | think this is best illustrated bf =~ | oy
this photograph, which | found online. Th

top photo shows what Shanghai looked li}

in 1990. The bottom photo shows whi
Shanghai looks like today (in 2010). Al
you can see, the passage of 20 years &
completely transformed the city. In mys
newsletters | described Shanghai as a plgis
filled with cranes and constang
construction; now | can see the fing

product. The growth is simply phenomena

These newsletters are a snapshot of w
China was like during the middle of the
1990’s. That country is no more; it has
been replaced by something far mog
modern. Wuxi is no longer a town whe
the only western restaurant is Kentuc
Fried Chicken. Times are different now.
have not been back to China since | lefiigis
but | suspect that if | ma&da trip back to ===



that amazing country | would find a country that is far more modern than it used to be.

These newsletters would not have been possible without the support of my family. Besides keeping me
supplied with ink cartridges and paying for postage (the newsletter was send to quite a few people!), my
parents supported the publication, edited it, and even wrote articles for it (as did my brother Mike and my
sister April). Oh yes- and they also took me with them to China, and Australia, and Singapore, and many
other fascinating and amazing places! | am very grateful for the opportunities they gdvtenmeChina

built a lot of character; we had to learn to live with the idea that some days we might have glantticit
water and other days we would It built character and taught us to be grateful for the amazing life we
had in the United Statesa life we took for granted. We really are blessed.

If you're reading this, | invite you to sit back, relax, and enjoy reading about my famigisy
adventures in the land of China. You will read tales of flies and plumbers, of furniture being delivered on
the back of a bicycle and of houses being built by people who knew nothing about building houses. The
fun starts in issue #8, where | give my first impressions of the land of China.

| hope you enjoy this collection!

Jonathan Cooper

August 6, 2010
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The Moons of Mercury
By Jon Cooper

The moons of mercury are fascinating to stud
As shown in the picture above, Mercury is th
first planet from the sun. It is a very sma
planet, second in smallness only to Pluto, whi
is the very last planet in the solar systern
Mercury is a small, sort of red planet, with
temperature hot enough on one side to melt le
and on the other well below zero. It has an ea
equivalent year of 88 days.
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China!
By Jon Cooper

China is the blackish country pictured just
above.

The Coopers are soon going to move to Chir

Chinese dynasty began about 3000 BC. T
Cooper's are very excited about this prospe

o
r

one of the world's oldest countries. The firs

guestion about the Cooper's moving, pleasq
us at: 1-908-329-2800 extensions 1122 or 11
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Mideavil, a game written by programmer PaJ
Seufert.
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2 |t's finally here! Medieval, an adventure gg
Adby Paul Seufert, as available through |
thSeufert at 1-615-239-5974, or through

Cooper at 1-908-329-2800-1122. Medieval i
intruging adventure game where you try to
out of the castle. It is a lot of fun and is V|
tough. If you have any problems or would likg
get a copy, please call one of the numbers a
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Medieval

(Did you know, a monthly feature)
Did You Know: Cars

The fastest car went over 620 mph, faster
the regular speed of a jumbo-jet!

a,If you have money to burn, you could orde
st custom-built  limo. Some of these h
heswimming pools, 1 hole golf courses, w
ct,beds, and almost every comfort of life-exc

and are going to go in May. If you have an
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The Empire State Building
By Jon Cooper

The Coopers enjoyed a visit to the
Empire State Building last April. The Empjre
State Building is located in the heart of New
York City. It is one of the tallest buildings in the
world. At the observatory deck, 108 floors abjove
the ground, you can see up to 80 miles on a|clear
day. The Empire State Building is owned Ly a
major company. It is currently an office
building, but there is a few apartments for rent.
There is a complete shopping center inside of
the building. In the basement of the building
there is a Guinness Book of World Records
exhibit hall.

The Statue of Liberty
by Jon Cooper

14

The Statue of Liberty is located off of the
coast of New York City on Ellis island.

It is a very popular tourist attraction irf
New York City. It is over 300 Feet tall, and it
takes 352 stairs to reach the top of the crown| (I
know because | climbed all 352 of them last
April). There is, however, an elevator to get 1o
the top of the pedestal. The Statue of Liberty|is
green because it is made of copper. When the|air denomination of the money gbts
strikes copper, there is a chemical reaction that larger, so does the size of the bill? I"he

turns_it green. The statue was a (gift to the largest bill is the Chinese $100 Hill
Americans from the country of France. The and the smallest is the 1 cent bill, just

Americans, however, had to s_‘,upp_ly the pedesta Ia little bit larger than the dollar sign on this
The Statue is made up of thin pieces of coppe

page
hammered together.

Chinese Money
ByJon Cooper
Did you that in China, as the
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The Lost Film
It was D-day, 50 years ago. One reporter for a
local newspaper just happened to be at Hearl
Harbor at the same time as the Japanese. As he
. . . .| watched them bombing the harbor, he got/ an
. The. Philadelphia mint, located in idea. Quickly, he took out his camera and | he
Philadelphia close to the Liberty Bell, makes ) .
. shot a whole roll of film of just the Japangse

T e e e e e e Soung everyting up. Once he ad sho i
y ' P ' ' 'roll, however, he had a slight problem. He did

quarters, half .dpllars - and commemoratives. not know how he was going to get his film
Tourists can visit and see a good deal of the A
back to headquarters in time for the next

process of maklng money. In the Iob_by you €an o jition of his paper. He couldn't wire it becauise
see all of the different commemoratives issug¢d .
of all of the confusion and the Japanese.|He

since the 1800's, as well as huge bins of pennies, .. trapped there with his film. Suddenly jhe

guarters, and the like. There is also a small Shoﬂwad an idea. Quickly he took out the filn

in which one can buy freshly minted coins. You . . L :
: yi y wrote his name on it, sealed it in a container,
can also see coins being made. You can see |the

blanking, a process where coins are stamped cutand sent it to headquarters - by carrier piggon:
9.ap P However, the pigeon didn't go to the newspgper
of large sheets of metal. Then conaemealing,

washina and _ drvina. where the blanks are office. It went to Germany! They printed all pf
9 fying, his pictures in their paper and even gave him
heated in an annealing furnace to soften theém

and then ran through washer and dryer to cq olgﬁcﬁeﬁé\f\%\;tﬂ'—le didn't get his money for the
them forstriking. But before this can be done,

the coins must be sorted ontaiddler to sort .
any coins out that are not the right size or shape HOlidaySfor the month of May
Then, the blanks go through upsetting mill,
where the rim is raised around the edges. ThenMothers Day - May 9th

the coins can be struck with the designs apdArmed Forces Day - May 15th
inscriptions to make them real coins. Finally the Victoria Day (Canada)- May 24th
coins must be inspected to make sure that theredMemorial Day - May 30th

are no mistakes, and then they are bagged and/lemorial Day (observed) May 31st
sent to a bank near you. Any tourist can see fall

of this if he wishes - Which | got to do a few
weeks ago-from a distance.

The Philadelphia Mint
By Jon Cooper

=
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Trips to China

by Jonathan Cooper

Not too long ago Dad made a three wegk

long trip to China. While he was there, he sa
Tiananmen Square and a silk factory in Wuxi,

A Trip to the Farm

by Jonathan Cooper

Longstreet Farm is located in Holm
Park, a large park in New Jersey. It is a f

is still used and there are animals there,
crops are still planted and gathered in jug
they were 100 years ago. The farm is open t
public. The public can see about all of the th

W

the city where we are going to live. On the 20th
Dad is going to make another trip to China wi
Mom. The trip is going to last two weeks, a

h
:

they hope to find us a house to live in. Whil
they are there, the Cooper kids are going to Wes
Virginia go be with grandparents. The Coopefs

hope to be settled in China by July the 4th, a

are going to leave sometime in the end of June.

*

Holidaysfor the Month of June

* *

Flag Day
June 14th

ﬁ Fatheirs Day

June 19th

Canada DayCanada)
June 24th

that happen on a farm. They give tours of
farm and the farmhouse. On certain days
can see a blacksmith, someone shearing 9
N tIplanting, and ladies quilting. There you can
F ive sheep, cows, a pig, several mules, a

whole lot of chickens. They have some |

dgardens as well as several trails to follow.

-

Did You Knowthe Eclipse

this solar eclipse the Moon covered 88% off
surface of the Sun and was visible to 300 mi
people. Another eclipse like it will not hapy
until 2017!

preserved from the 1890's. It is a living farm.

On May 10th, 1994 there was a Solar Eclipse
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Moving to China
by Jonathan Cooper

Recently, Mom and Dad made a 3 weg
trip to China. While they were there they foun

us a house to live in. It is a moderately size
house, two stories tall with a garage, even

though we won't have a car while we are

China. It is located in Wuxi, China. The house
still under construction, and will be complete
sometime in September. When we first move
China, we will probably live in a hotel until it's
done.

*

r July

*

Holidays fo

Canada day (Canada)
Thursday, July 1st

Independence Day
Sunday, July 4th

A Trip to the Country
by Jonathan Cooper

While our parents went to China, we K
went to Charleston, West Virginia to stay. A
1 week in China, Mom flew to West Virgir
but not Dad, he had work to do in China for
more weeks. Before Mom came back, we st
" in the city and had many fun activities W
d Grandma Kinder. After Mom came ba
[~ however, we made some visits to the co
’n where | have Great Grandma Barrett
S Grandma Dailey. In order to get to the cou
[ you have to pass some cities with some W
Lo Names. You pass the cities of Winfield, Torn:
Hurricane, and Nitro. We had a great time
there. We caught a few small, silver fish
whole lot of crabs, frogs, and a turtle. G
Grandma owns over 200 acre's that we lik]
explore. There are several small creeks, too

Kk
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we sometimes follow upstream. Great Gran
has some chickens that we originally raised
eggs in Tennessee. Grandma's chicken co
destroyed last winter when a huge tree
demolished it. All seven chickens were ¢
However, they now like to stay under the hou

Information on Charleston
CHARLESTON, W. Va. The capital city
West Virginia, Charleston is the trade
industrial hub of the scenic, mineral-r

|
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Kanawha Valley. The city spreads along the The Water Slide
north bank of the Kanawha River, where it is
by Jonathan Cooper

joined by the EIk River. It is surrounded by coal,
chemical, steel, glass, and timber "company
towns." The plastic Lucite [whoever can writ
by August 22nd and tell me what Lucite is wins
a free subscription to my newsletter!] as well
Nylon and other chemicals from which plastigs
were developed originated in the [Charlesto]
area.

While we were in West Virginia, wg
had the chance to go to a water slide park.
They had three long water slides. One used an
inner tube, and another was really fast. All
three emptied out into a small pool. A shprt
distance away there was a wave pool With
artificial waves. One wave would come right
after the next. We all had lots of fun. We spent
several hours climbing the forty-five steps|to
‘the top of the slide and sliding all the wpy
"down. It is located right outside of Charleston,

Charleston's history dates from th
establishment of Fort Lee in 1788 by Col.
George Clendenin. Its early settlers were Scofs
Irish and Germans from the Shenandoah Valley
Daniel Boone lived here with his family fo

and has been there for several years.
several years and represented Kanawha County
in the Virginia Assembly. . . .

Charleston became the permanent state
capital in 1885. The neoclassic Capitgl
[whatever that is] [define it correctly for me and
get a free room and board in China (pay yopr
own way to China, though)] houses a natural
history and art museum. A symphony orchesira

and little theater group are among the city's -
cultural attractions. Population (1990 census;),The Great Comet Crash

57,287. by Jonathan Cooper

On July the 16th, we plan to celebrate
____________________ - my Mom & Dad's anniversary by having the

Excerpted fronCompton’s Interactive shattered comet Shoemaker-Levy 9 collide into
Encyclopedia Jupiter, the largest planet, with the force|of
Copyright © 1993, 1994 Compton’s NewMedia] fifty million atomic bombs. This celestial evept

Inc. will take place at 3:28 P.M. Eastern Time, and

will continue until the day before Mikels
birthday, July 23rd. The comet was fifst
noticed last year to be on a collision coufse
with Jupiter. Jupiter's gravity trapped the comet
Notice! and shattered it into 21 separate pieces,|the

Contrary to what my last newsletter said, only largestis 2 kilometers.
Dad will be moving to China in July. Since th
basic construction of the house will not b
completed until sometime in August, bu
September is a better guess.

— (D D

* * *
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China, our Expectations
by Jonathan Cooper

What do we expect China to be like}

Mike is not real sure. | expect it to be sort o
well, not as advanced as America. April said
will be different, dirty and humid. | think that
the most fun thing to do when we get there is
see all of the differences. April said that she w
like moving into a nice size house, and Mik
again isn't sure.

*

| said last month that July 4th was on
Sunday. It was really on a Monday. | am sor
for any inconvenience this may have caus

zg{f/

The Little Chickens

by Jonathan Cooper
In my last newsletter | mentioned t
my Grandma Barrett kept chickens. Well, w

gave the chickens to her over a year ago,
should have started laying eggs by now.
when we went out to the country, we looked
f eggs. We looked EVERYWHERE! and
it didn't find a single egg. Well, about a wg

before this was printed, Grandma Barrett
to She had seen some little baby chickens! She
| that there were three and that they liked to
e near their mother. She also said that they
all black, like the other chickens.

* * *

?

Holidays For the month of

August
by Jon Cooper

&ﬂ Civic Holiday (Canada)

Monday, 1st.
Contests
Last month, | had three contests. T
awere: tell me what Lucite is, and def

neoclassical. As of July 22nd, nobody

Y responded. This contest ends

ed

you. Also, this newsletter is front and back.

we went to the country, we thought that since

nat
hen
b we
they
So
for
we
bek
said
said
stay
vere
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has




August the 22nd. Prizes: See my last newsletf]
for July. * * *

Grandpa's Impossible Puzzle
by Jonathan Cooper

For Grandpa Cooper's birthday we gay
him the "hardest puzzle in the world". It was
500 piece two-sided puzzle, having the sarj
picture on both sides, except one side is rotal
90 degrees from the other. It is a picture of

whole lot of penguins on the front and back.

Grandpa Cooper finished the puzzle in 25-3
hours! He said that he did it mathematically. H
would hunt through the box until he found tw.
pieces that were the exact same. He would th
find where one piece would go, then, since g
one side the puzzle was tilted 90 degrees,
would calculate where the next piece would g
He said it looked nice when it was done. (P.S
made the puzzle piece for this article pictu
myself)

*

*

|
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The Liberty Science Center
by Jonathan Cooper

The other day we (Mom, me, Mike,
April) went to the Liberty Science Center
While we were there we saw a lot of neat thing
The Liberty Science Center is sort of like a bi
museum, except you can experiment wit
things. This time, they had a special exhibit g

The Jon Monthly

erLego's. The Lego exhibit is huge. Mom said fthat
it is a traveling exhibit. This means that it goes
from place to place. The exhibit consisted of the
Statue of Liberty, a lot of tall buildings, fram
the Sears Tower to the Arch of St. Loyis,
{ 3 model race cars, a voice-controlled
% robot, and a number of other things.

a middle of the exhibit. They were, on average, 6
hefeet tall. They were all scale! There was |the
ed AT&T building, the Sears Tower, the
a Twin Towers, the Arch of St. Lous,
and others. The AT&T building was

20 made out of red bricks, the Twin
e Towers were white, the Sears Tower black,|and
b the Arch gray. All of them (except for the arch,
erpf course) had clear bricks for windows. It is|my
pyn opinion that they are all glued together with
heglue. The voice-controlled robot was
p. approximately one foot tall. You could control

| him by saying into a microphone, "left, ri

an exhibit where you could make your own|car
and race it with others. There was also a number
of other things, such as working pistans,
windshield wipers, and a Lego drill, all which
could really work! There was a neat ball track,
made entirely of Lego's, where a ball wquld
start at the top, go down a track, turning on
lights and ringing bells and things, until it gog to
the bottom, where a lift would carry it up to the
top. | noticed that 2 balls had somehow |got
stuck, and one had fallen off of the structure.

- There was a very miniaturized amusement jpark

on display, complete with a merry-go-roun
shooting gallery, a refreshment stand, |and

2
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several other rides. All of the things worked, by we will probably move into a hotel sometin
means of gears and things. All in all, it was an around then. If the joint venture
interesting display. While we were there, we finalized, we will probably stay in New Jersq
also saw an OmniMax screen picture entitlgd either forever, or, until Dad gets to do anot
"Grand Canyon". It had some lovely scenes of project.
the Grand Canyon. It was also quite breath

taking, especially when you went downstrea
with the rapids. It all seemed so realistic. All i
all, we had quite a good and full day there.

Beach
by Jon Cooper

R _

ne

is nlot

Y,
ner

On July the 15th, we decided to go|to

The Comet Crash the beach. We called our friends, and got| all
by Jonathan Cooper ready. We gathered up our snacks, our beach
As | said in my last newsletter, Comet floats, and everything. Then we noticed that
Shoemaker-Levy 9 smashed into Jupiter at Julygray clouds were gathering, so we decided to
16th, 1994. The comet smashed into Jupiter oyeryo over to their house instead. We got in the
the period of a week. Scientists hope to learr acar and drove to their house. When we gof to

lot about comets through this explosion. They oyr friends neighborhood Mom realized she

say that if you have a good backyard telescope,didn't remember exactly where they lived!

0,

you can see where the explosion hit Jupiter. Theye cruised around, and suddenly the car brioke

explosion was so big that it is likely to linger fo
about a week. There was a large amount of lig
given off by the explosion, so much that, abo
10 minutes after it took place, it overwhelmed
the light sensors. So, if you have a telescope, |
would suggest taking a look.

Moving to China an update
by Jonathan Cooper

According to what | understand, it's like
this. The joint venture must be finalized by
September 6th. If the joint venture is finalized,

I down! It wouldn't start. Somebody stopped,
htand jumped our car. It started, but when Mpm
Ut put it in gear, it died. She jumped it sevefal

times, and the same thing happened. So a|nice
guy pushed the car to the side of the road [and
Mom called our friends. Our friends drove |to

hurt at all, just kind of dazed, started to crawl
up the door. | spotted it and screamed, thinking
that it was a huge spider. Mom rolled down the
window and it flew away. Mom felt that Gqd

was watching over us by sending the gray




4

clouds. Otherwise, we all would have gone tq

the beach in our car. We would have broke

down an hour from home with two mom's, five
kids and a heat index of 105. Dad was in Chin

at the time.

The New Cousin
by Jonathan Cooper

On July 18, 1994 a new cousin,
Jonathan David Farmer was born. He weighed
Ibs, 14 ounces. He was born to the Farmers, w
already have 5 other children, 2 boys and 3 gir

Their names and ages are: Scott, 17, Christina,,

15, Ben, 11, Melissa, 10, and Amy, 6.

7
ho
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Happy
Birthday,

Mike!
July 23rd

DID YOU KNOW...

That there are 1.2 BILLION people in
China? Did you also know that the Chiness
invented paper money?
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Moving to China
by Jonathan Cooper

Dad is going to China on Sept. 3rd and
will return 3 weeks later to get us. This is semi-

Great Adventure

by Jonathan Cooper

We were driving along and suddenly
mean-looking black bear appeared right alof
our little car! The bear got closer and closer
We zoomed past him, just in time, too. All of th
sudden, some huge, brawny male lions starte
big fight! They fought, and some other lion
joined in, just 100 feet. away!

Were we in Deepest Africa, on a safari

No! We were in the Safari park in Six Flags.

There are nearly 1,500 animals ther
representing 60 species from six continent

kinds are, however, separated from one ang

very well. The park is divided into about
different sections, each area supporting abqg
or 5 different kinds of animals. Except for
elephants andhino’s, they are allowed to rog
around freely, and you drive your car around
look at all of the animals. They had a lot
ostriches, some lions, and albino tigers wh
by the way, were also caged. There is al
monkey section where there are a lot
monkeys. We saw one car that had 4 mon
on it! There was this one car with a mon
pulling off the trim! Fortunately, the red virn
top Grand Marquis that we normally drive
in the repair shop so we were in Dad's work
At the beginning of the exhibit was this si
Monkeys can be dangerous to your

(especially to vinyl tops). Enter at your o
risk! Two different monkeys got on our car!

L
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!
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Six Flags

by Jonathan Cooper

A We were entering Edwards Air Fo
g base to try to break the sound barrier. First
.. looked over the shoulders of people like J

1 aused to power the plane we were about tg
s After a short delay, we entered the bay ddg

Here, we got our flight instructions for d
? mission. We boarded our plane and took off!
Were we really breaking the sou

ther,

because some of them don't get along together

10
ut 4
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keys
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car.
gn:
car
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‘ce
we
ohn

e Glenn. We watched the testing of the engjines

fly.
ors.
ur

nd

e, barrier? No! We were at Six Flags, where
s.had a neat ride: "The Right Stuff tha

They all roam freely on 350 acres. The differe

hey

nt stimulates breaking the sound barrier. It is a|real
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good mock-up of an air-force base. Inside, you them out. We saw: Plymouth Rock, The Qld
watch an IMAX (a huge movie screen) of North Church, the US. Mint, Liberty Bell, ja
breaking the sound barrier. It is, in my opinion, wax museum of the pilgrims, Benjamjin
really realistic. What really helps is that the Franklin's house, Paul Revere's House, a statue
chairs move in sync with the movie. It is a great of Ben Franklin covered with pennies, the old
ride. We had a good day at Six Flags. It wag astate house, a park where the seed of one df the
nice, hot Monday. There were a lot of peop|e trees that had germinated on the moon Wwas
there, and some really long lines. We got to seeplanted, the Mayflower Il, and a graveyard.
several water shows, one with people doing On one trip we saw the old warship
water skiing, and another with a lot of divers. U.S.S. Constitution, also known as gld
About the middle of the afternoon, there was|a Ironsides. The boat is over 200 years old. It is
real rain shower. It poured! We stayed, but a lot the original boat, or 20% of it is the original
of other people didn't. When it stopped, about anlive oak wood. They give guided tours of the
hour later, there were not as many people th¢reboat. When we were there, they were
as there had been. We still enjoyed ourselvesremodeling it. The boat is in dry dock, but| it
They had some neat water rides. On one |ofgoes for a short sail every 4th of July.
them, you board a rather large boat, and go|to We saw Independence Hall, whigh,
the top of a large hill. Then, the boat goes all pf back in the 1700's, used to be known as|the
the way down the hill and creates a tremend usPennsyIvanla State House. We saw the rgoom
splash, and you get really wet. As you get off, NN where they had their couyt
you cross a bridge over the water, at just ab ut " *‘Q~ cases resolved and the room
the right time when another boat goes down, and 11\5 - where the Declaration qf
you really get soaked. We had lots of fun. e ZE\ Independence and the
Constitution were signed. Tour
guides give guided tours of the building every
15 minutes, and each tour lasts 35 minutes.
They tell you interesting facts, like during the
colonial days during the trial there were| 3
juries, 1 to 5 judges, and the jurors were alwjays
male white landowners except when the
defendant was a female. In the room where|the
Declaration of Independence and the
: Constitution were signed, the only original
Our Trip to Here and There objects that were there from the 1700's was| the
by Jon Cooper Sunburst chair, where George Washington [sat,
About a week ago, we went on two| and George's silver inkstand. The building
different trips. One to Philadelphia, and one tg itself is over 260 years old. During the
Boston and Plymouth. We took Grandma ang Revolution, when Philadelphia was captured by
Grandpa Cooper on one of the trips to see the the British, it was used as a hospital for
sights. Descriptions of the sights we saw are ajl wounded soldiers.
mixed up in this article. It is your job to sort
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We went inside the building where th We also saw the U.S. mint, which wag a
Senate and the Congress met for seven yeardot of fun, even though they didn't give out any
On the bottom floor of the building 112 samples. They did have worn $100 bills for
Congress met to decide issues. Above where thesale for the price of $1. The only problem was
Congressman sat there was |a that the $100 had been shredded into confetti.
balcony where anybody wh We visited the replica of the
wanted to could watch. On the Mayflower, the Mayflower II. It is just like the¢
second floor, the 32 Senator real Mayflower that brought 10
K met. There was no balcon Pilgrims across the Atlanti
there, and no one from th Ocean. You were allowed to
public was allowed to watch. The Senators were walk all around it, and look at
more powerful than the Congressman so theyeverything. There were several people on |the
had a nicer room. The original carpet got logt boat that were pretending they just landed| on
when the Senate moved to Washington, D.C.the beach in 1620. (Or then again, maybe they
The original portraits got destroyed in the just had.) They talked with old English accepts
American Revolution. There were still a few and had never heard of a bathroom. They were
original pieces, though. There was this weird dressed in 1620 clothing and couldn't
desk that had drawers on both sides wherg 2understand why we were dressed the way| we
clerks sat at the same time. That was an original.were.
There were also 20 original Senators' desks. We went to Christ Church, whefe
We visited a really nice wax museum. |t George Washington and Ben Franklin went to
had statues that told the story of the pilgrims.|It church. Gorge Washington had seat #40.
started when the pilgrims were in England, and Benjamin Franklin had #60, and Betsy Ross
ended after they had been here for a year or twohad #16. The church is over 200 years old. |
One wax figure was standing outside a displgy, thought it was interesting that there were
and | thought he was real. graves inside the church, right in the center
We went into the OIld North Church| isle! The headstones are laying flat, and they
where Robert Newman put lanterns in the are quite long. There are at least 5 peaple
steeple so Paul Revere could warn all of theburied indoors, even though they have| a
people that the British were coming. cemetery outside. Benjamin Franklin is burled
We scrutinized the bare remains af in a cemetery near the church.
Benjamin Franklin's tenant houses, which was We saw the graveyard where Paul
just 2 of the outside walls. Outside, across theRevere was buried. He had a very small
street, they had, under special cases, what wasombstone that was a present to him when he
left of Franklin's house, which amounted to: |L was 51. Twenty-seven men got together and
pit, an old brick wall, and some stone. gave it to him because he was so old. They
We saw Paul Revere's house. It is alsp thought since he lived to be 51, he deserved a
an original, and is all there, unlike Benjamin| reward, and they thought that he might need it
Franklin's house. You can go into the hous¢ soon. As it was, he lived to be 82, and he gut-
and walk around. They have it set up just like it lived everybody who gave it to him except one.
was when Paul Revere was alive. For Benjamip The inscriptions on the graves were weird, ljke
Franklin's house they had a large bare, new, "Here Lyes Y Body" or "Here Lyeh Y Body].
white frame, just where his house used to be. There was also the grave of Samuel Adams.
There were bricks on the ground showing Mom is now a famous graveyard tour
where the walls and doors used to be. It was attraction. Mom was wearing a red shirt that
neat. day, and when we stood at the graves, a four




trolley bus stopped in the street at a red lightt
and the driver yelled out "Hey you in the red
shirt! Move over so we can see Samuel Adam!|
grave!" We saw a statue of Benjamin Franklin
where he started the first school. We saw th
Plymouth Rock. It is a large rock, but it was &
little bigger before some people took pieces fof
souvenirs. By the time we saw it, 374 yeary
later, Plymouth pebble was behind iron bars
under a shelter.

(2]

D

Holidays for September

Labor Day
Sept. 4th

Grandparents Day
Sept 11th

Citizenship Day
Sept 17th

Contest Winners;:

The winners of my contest are Grandma
Kinder and Grandpa Cooper. They defined bagth
Lucite and Neo-Classical correctly, so they both
get the grand prizes of free room and board [in
China (pay your own way, though). | would tell
you what the correct answers to the contest 4
but I am afraid that somebody would cheat and

send in the answers, saying that it was delayed

in the mail. Ha ha ha.

re,
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Where's Miké???

While visiting Ben Franklin's tenate
house which was merely a huge room with four
walls and a basement, Mike got lost from the
rest of us. The house was originally three
stories and for tourist purposes five flights|of
stairs went to the top with plaques to shpw

"All the way down" Dad insisted. We hea
Mike's puzzled voice reply, "But I'm in th
basement!"

The Coopers Great Adventure




September 1994

The Jon

Volume 1.7

Monthly

Moving to China at Last
by Jonathan Cooper

On Sept. 29th, 1994, the Coopers a
going to go on a year and a half trip to Chin
We are going to fly from Newark to Tokyo, td
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Notice:

Due to the fact that the computer will
re shipped to China, my next newsletter might
h. bit late. Also, if anyone would like to get on
mailing list, please either call or write me.
atlist has grown quite a bit recently. | had no i
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Shanghai, and then after spending the night
Shanghai, take a van to Wuxi. This is it! T

h
time has finally come! This is the point of nE

return! The last mile. | bet you were beginnin
to wonder if we really were ever going to evq
go. Some of you were even hoping that W
wouldn't go. But, here it is! This month, we ar
getting ready to go to China. Are we excited? (
course we are excited! Who wouldn't be? O
house is not quite finished being built yet. W
are going to live in a hotel until the house

done. We hope that we will
not be in a hotel too long.
We do not know our
address in China as of yet
We have all the things that we are going to ta

all packed away, and the stuff that we are

leaving behind is in storage in New Jersey. Mg
of the stuff that will be going to China is on ¢
three-month long boat ride to China. Here

New Jersey, we have just the bare necessit
When we actually go to China Sept 29th, mg
of the stuff still here will be going by air
shipment, such as the computer, ect. By the w
this is going to be my last American newslettg

that it was so popular. | am quite sorry that s
of you who had wanted it had not been gettir]
If anyone would like to back-order an issue,
ir write and tell me which one. | have issug
e through 7 available. Also, | recently acqui
e some new black & white pictures, which |
Df be trying out in this newsletter. You can tell
,r how you like them.

e
S

Apples

by April Cooper

On Sept 11th, 1994 Mik|
Jon and April were flyin
a kite, playing frisbee, af
Stjump-roping. April noticed an apple tree beh
them. So Mom (who was with them) told M
n and April to go and get eight apples. Then
eSI_ooked at other trees until they had ten ap
st then they*went home;.
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| hope all of you can read Chinese! (ha ha)
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They had a little trouble getting it back up this
time. It seemed that whenever they had |ust
launched it, it would crash into this certain tall
pine tree. After they had successfully launched
it, | asked for a turn. They agreed, and went to
play on the swing set while | stood thefe,
holding the kite.

Suddenly | heard a 'twang' and| |
realized that the kite string had just broken. |
screamed and ran after it. It kept flying until it
hit a row of pine trees, where the string got
tangled up in four different trees. They were
really tall, and | was in doubt as to whether| or
not | could climb up and get it, if it was stuck

On Sept 11th, we (April, Mike, Mom and in one of them. When | went to look and check
myself) all went to the playground at our out it's position, | saw that it was just hanging
apartment to fly our kite. It was a wonderful day there, upside-down, in a tree. | reached up jand
to fly a kite. There was a strong, steady wind. grabbed it.
The kite went up right away with no trouble gt By this time, Mom, April, and Mike
all. We soon had it to the length of our string. had managed to catch up and see what|had
While Mike and April took turns flying it, Mom | happened. | straightened out the string and
and | played frisbee. Mom rolled it up. | went to the other end [to

It was hard to throw the frisbee straight, hold the kite, and thought that perhaps | cauld
thanks to the wind. | would throw it straight at fly the kite while they were rolling up the other
Mom, and it would curve beautifully and fly out end of the string. So | tried a couple of timeg to
onto the small gravel road that was nearhy. fly the kite, and finally managed it. After they
Mom, for some reason, never had any trouble|athad rolled up the string to a certain point, ||let
all. 1 had finally gotten the hang of it when the kite go and gave it to Mike. They flew it fpr
suddenly | heard Mike screaming "The kite got a little while, and then we went home.
loose!" | ran after the kite until Mike had finall
grabbed it and regained control. For some * * *
reason, the kite had not crashed! It was still

flying! Satisfied that my assistance was no :
longer needed, | went back to Mom to play M_Someone to write
to from China so | won't get

frisbee.
bored. Please write to April Cooper.

Since it was almost 2:30, we decided t
go inside for lunch. After we ate lunch, we
went back outside. Mike and April managed t
get the kite back up in the air again, but Mo
was too tired to play frisbee with me. So | jus
sat on the old, rusted, wooden swing set an
got splinters while Mike and April flew the
kite. | was in the middle of a discussion with
Mom when suddenly Mike shouted "The kites
getting away!" So | went after the kite and
managed to get it, but not before it had crashed.

} ==
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Holidays
for the Month of October

gj Universal Children's Day
: October 3rd

Columbus Day
October 10th

Thanksgiving Day
7. (Canada) Oct. 10th

& United Nations Day
Oct. 24th

Daylight Saving time ends
October 30th

My Flight Home

by Jonathan Cooper

On August the 28th, | went to
Tennessee to stay for a week at my friend
house. We had a wonderful time. We wen{

time. The week was over far too soon, and |
had to leave to travel back -- by plane --|to
New Jersey. So | got up at 5:30 and went to
the airport to travel back... alone!

Part 1. The Boring Flight to
Pittsburgh

We (me and my frierid dad) arrived
the airport and went to check in my baggage.
Then he took me to my gate, entrusted me in
the care of an airline stewardess, signed spme
paperwork, and said goodbye. | followed the
stewardess to the airplane, which turned oyt to
be this small, noisy commuter plane which was
to take me from Kingsport, Tennessee |to
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. | must admit that | had
my doubts. | looked at my ticket and took my
seat, which just had to be right by the engine.
At least | had the window seat. Not that | could
see much -- it was wet, foggy and raining.

The plane took off uneventfully, and| |
looked to see who was sitting next to mej It
was this business executive, who was sound
asleep. | wonder how he did it, with the soynd
of the engines, the creaking of the airplane gnd
all. 1 busied myself with staring out at the
dense fog. Presently, the plane broke out of| the
clouds and | could see the nice sunrise. [The
captain announced that we were presently at
15,000 feet and on our way to a cruising
altitude of 20,000 feet. He also mentioned that
the weather was great in Pittsburgh. | then read
my magazine until the stewardess asked me if |
wanted some peanuts or a drink. | said yes to
the peanuts and no to the drink. After | had
finished my peanuts, the stewardess came|and
collected the garbage. Then the captain
announced that we would be arriving |at
Pittsburg shortly, in about 10 minutes. He
mentioned something about chairs in their
upright and locked positions.

It really was a nice day in Pittsburg.|It
5 was sunny, and there weren't very many
clouds. We landed. | waited until everybody

camping, rode bikes, and had altogether a gre

at else had left, and then | got off. Another
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stewardess signed some more paperwork, and would stop, and put it back. He would look g
they took me to the terminal. Then this guy] the window, look at the ad, and thin
signed more paperwork (this story has a lot of Eventually he settled down. Then the ‘fas
paperwork in it, doesn't it?) and took me on ong¢ seat belt' sign flashed off, and anotl
of those little cars that they have in airports. | stewardess came and offered me my choic
got to ride in the front seat. He took me to| 3 different kinds of cookies. | choose one, 4
another terminal, where | waited until anotherr turned down the offer of a drink. After | ha
lady came with another car to take me away. eaten the cookies, | looked out of the wind
She signed some paperwork, and then took me for a while. Then the pilot announced that
to this little special waiting room, where || were coming in for a landing. We land
waited for over an hour until it was almost time| without any undue complications, and th
for my plane. Then they signed some more started unloading the passengers. | waited (
paperwork and another lady took me on more until everybody was off of the plane, g
another little car where she drove me to my then | exited. Some MORE paperwork W
terminal, and then they signed morel signed at this point. Mom was waiting at t
paperwork!and they checked me in. | waited| airport to pick me up. She had to sign (gug
for a short time, and then | boarded the plane, more paperwork, and then | went home.
*

where more paperwork was signed. * *
Notice (I1):

Part 1l: The Uneventful Until we get our new address in

|:|ight to Newark China, please mail any mail to:

| boarded the plane and prepared for Stanley E. Cooper
takeoff. After a while, the captain said that they Rhone-Poulenc Inc., Bldg.|
were calling the fuel truck back because they CN 7500
short-changed him of enough fuel to make it o Cranbury, NJ 08512-7500
Newark. | looked out the window and wondered
if it would be better to have atomic reactors i
jet planes. No refueling!

We eventually took off. It was a nice
day, so | looked out the window for a while,
until we got into the clouds. It is a very nice
plane. There is a TV set (for in-flight movies, |
suppose) embedded in the back of every seat.
The armrest had a radio, and a little
fax/telephone machine. The plane was no jet )
prop! It was a large Boeing 747. | looked at the MY TrIp tO the Farm
passenger sitting beside me. He was a businesspy jonathan Cooper
executive, only he wasn't asleep. He had a gt A few weeks ago, my whole famil

of papers on his lap. The top one seemed to be made a trip to West Virginia to visit th
an ad for some new kind of tablet or medicine country. We stopped at Charleston to v

—h

N 1t will be forwarded to us in China.
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Part of the ad had been crossed out, and there Grandma Kinder and had a good time thd
were a few lines that had been penciled in. The \ve proceeded to the country where we vis

bre.
ted

guy seemed real worried about something, or at gyr cousins and saw their new baby, which |

least nervous. He took out the faX/phonE' mentioned in my last newsletter. We p|aye

in

several times, and started to dial, and then He the creek and had a good time. We caught a

4
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turtle (or Scott, the oldest, did) and we playeq
with him ( he was a very active turtle). Mike
and April caught a frog and some lizards ang
enjoyed playing with those. We tried to catch
fish and crabs, but didn't do too well.

Mike fished with a worm tied to a
string. We saw Mom's cousins that she hadn

seen in years. We enjoyed ourselves and wef

sorry when it came time to leave.

AL

. ! “-“:

Programming Trouble
by Jonathan Cooper

In my first newsletter | mentioned Pau
Seufert and the prograrempire that he was

working on. Well, we have been working on it

and have completed it, at last. But we bo
recently got the programming language C al

are having a whole lot of trouble converting if.

Empire is a text adventure, and requires one
type in information to do something. It is writtel
in Qbasic. It seems to me that C doesn't supp
case statements where you can type in text g
get a reply depending what the text is. Plea
help! Also, if anybody would like a copy (to
help us convert it) please write to me.
* * *

!

—

The Day We Did Go to the

Beach

by Jonathan Cooper
One day last week we went to t
beach. It was a nice day, not to hot, not to ¢
Just right. It was nice and windy, too. We ¢
out our blankets and went right down
business. April and Mike went to play in t
waves, and | built a huge sand castle wit
complex moat. As soon as | had finished,
tide started to come in. It survived for quitd
while, with me managing the emergen
th repairs. Eventually though, | got tired a
"dwatched to see just how firm my walls we
They held for quite some time, but eventus
Othe gallant castle succumbed to the relent
' waves.
ort After that | tried to fly the kite. Boy
andyas that hard! At first, the kite wouldn't go
S€at all, but would just curve and crash strai
down and crash into the sand. It would do
time after time after time. Eventually it we
up. But it sure wasn't easy to keep it there! (
moment it would be just fine, and the nexi
was zooming straight down. Then | had to
for it and it would (hopefully) go back uj
Then | would find a nice wind stream and fly
a while, taking a rest, and head back to the
of the family and then | noticed that it w
heading straight down again. | managed to
it for about a half of an hour and it on
crashed three times, once into the oceat]
didn't get washed out to sea though) and d
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into the sand and once into Mommy. | got oo
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tired to fly it, though, so | rolled it in, and then
we went home.

* * *

Quote of the Month:

—~ ¢  Poorly educated indeed is a
1\:& man who doesn't know at
- least two ways to spell a

word."

Benjamin Franklin

A Special Thank You

Thank you, Grandma Kinder, for
taking care of my fish while I'm in China. |
know that it's a lot of work, a lot of hard
work, cleaning out the tanks, scrubbing
filters, and feeding fish. | know that you also
have fish of your own to take care of, two 10
gallon tanks and your own 38 gallon. My 38
gallon and my 10 gallon must be hard to take
care of. Thank you, Grandma Kinder.

I know that this hinders your enjoyment
on vacations, always worrying about the fish

even when someone else is taking care of them.

| know that nobody else in
the entire world could do
as good a job as you are,
Your tanks are overflowing
with fish that you bred
yourself. You have had to
go and sell fish to the fish
store, you have had so
many. You have bred the
most beautiful guppies that
| have ever seen. You alsd
have the biggest fish that | have ever seen. | did
not know that any fish gets as big as the size of
your guppies and loaches. This must take a Igt
of work to keep a tank in such condition.
Thank you, Grandma.

Consider the other activities that you
do. You work actively in the church with the
children. You go to exercise, and help others

when they need assistance. You mow the
lawn, and keep the house in tiptop conditioh.
You do all of this and yet you still find time tp
take care of my fish. Not many grandmals
would do all of these things for her grandson.
Thank you, Grandma Kinder.
You also let me keep my mast
treasured possessions at your house in your
attic. This uses up any space that you might
need to put something later on. Thanks,
Grandma Kinder. | am a very privileged bqy
to have a grandma who would do all of thjs
for their grandson. | hope that you will comg
and see me in China. Thank you, Grandma
Kinder.

6
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Our New House
by Jonathan Cooper

As | have said, we are having a house

built for us in China. As of now, the house is n(
quite done, due to delays. It is quite clos
though. The main holdup before was getting tf
wooden floors finished, and that has (at lorn

last) been completed. Now just about all that
remains to be finished is the pluming, piping,

wiring, and the fixing-up of the mistakes, an
we are waiting for the appliances for the hou
to arrive (the stove, refrigerator, etc). The hou
should be completed in a couple of week
hopefully. The house that we are getting is
white, two story house with a green roof. It has
bedrooms (one of which we will make into

schoolroom), 3 bathrooms, 2 living rooms,

garage, and a kitchen-dining room. It will d
quite nicely. | think that it is a very nice hous
for China, even more so when one considg
what we could have had. It is in the middle of

sub-division built just for us westerners (l.E|,
people from Europe and North America). The by Jonathan Cooper

sub-division is not quite halfway finished
although there are some people already livil
there. | will notify you in my next newsletter if
anything else comes up.

* *
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' this, and | hope that my subscribers did not

| am quite sorry that this edition of i
newsletter is late, but it could not be helpe
takes quite a bit of time to ship something f
the U.S. to China, and once something doe
here it has to go through customs and things
did not get the computer to make a newslett
time to meet my deadline. | am quite sorry a

too terribly bored waiting (he he). | hope f
this next edition will suffice.
--Jonathan Cooper
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My First Impressmné of China

‘!‘ \I_L-F'Jfr

My first impressions of China were a
muddled, since | was still a bit sleepy from
long 24 hours spent traveling from our hous
New Jersey to our hotel in Shanghai. A
wanted to do was to go to bed. But in
morning... That is another story.
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| awoke and looked out the window o
our hotel room in Shanghai. The first thing
noticed was all of the buildings. There are o
shacks right next to the big, tall new buildings
And the cranes... | could see many, many cran
Later we counted them and found that we col
see 16 from our window, and that was just o
side of the hotell There was massiv
construction going on in all directions. Trying tg
modernize, | suppose.

We then had breakfast and took a wa
around the city to go shopping and to see wl
there was to see. The very first thing that hit nj
was the amount of people and the amount

bicycles. Their are tons of people in Shanghai.

People were everywhere. One could not d
away from people in China. There wer

especially a good number of people on thij

particular day, as it just happened to be
Saturday, the one right before a national holida
too. It seemed to me that all of Shanghai's
million people were out shopping that day.
looked like a Christmas-eve rush to me. Latel
found out that it was just another Saturday.

Trying to shop here was something els
too. First off, almost all of the words that yo
could see were in Chinese characters. N
exactly helpful in knowing what you wanted tg
buy! Also, the prices were different. Chines

money is different from American, in both
$ denomination and value-wise. It take

$8.50 to make one US dollar, so if yo
wanted to know how much something was, yq
had to mentally count up the value (let's s¢
here. This jacket is $200.00. $200 divided &
8.5... that's $23.52). The bills are also differer
It seems that the Chinese have a bill for eve
coin that they have, not to mention their 1$, 5
etc. bills. Shopping here is quite different.

One thing that | forgot to mention was
the taxi ride to the shopping area. That was
experience. It was like a nightmare to me, bu
you eventually get sort of halfway use to it
after a while. It was a wild ride. Later on in this
newsletter | will go deeper into this subject.
Even crossing the street was totally different

f You don't just simply look both ways and w
| until the street is clear, because if you did Y
d would be there all day! Instead, you cross
5. street about half-way, and then you wait u
esthe other half of the road is clear, and then
|d continue on across. That part really got to |
Ur To be standing in the middle of a busy ro
e with cars whizzing around you at all side
b nervously thinking what would happen if o
of them hit you...

Kk After we finished shopping, we visitg
atthe markets. That was another totally differ
ne experience. To see all of the differg
ofvegetables just S|tt|ng there, not canned
& i ek prepackaged wal

bad enough, but th
meat... It was quit
different, to see al
of that live,
unsuspecting foo
there, just waitin
to be bought an
slaughtered on th
spot. There wer
buckets full of live
™ crabs, live fish, liv

And then there was this one lady
Ugh.

d

ent
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otshrimps...
b who was slicing live eel into strips...

different kinds of fruit here than
S supermarket in the US. Still, to think that
I would be shopping for all of our groceries
u place like this is a, hmmm, interesting thought.
e Being in China gets quite interesting at timges.
y Its almost like being in another world!

it.

i Notice:

’ Now is the time to start gettin
your passports ready to go o
China. It takes a while to get

passport, and you don't want to wait
until spring -- when China is at its best
-- to get them. So, everyone, go
there and get your passports!
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Getting Around in China
by Jonathan Cooper

To get from place to place in China i
nothing at all like getting around in the U.S. It i
quite different. For starters, the mai
transportation is the bike, by far. Everywher
you go you see bicycle after bicycle. There are
literally millions of them. Getting around with
them is a far cry from easy, too. | say that
anyone who can easily ride a bike in China is
expert, and here's why.

First off, riding a bike here is much
harder than even driving a car in the US. It ig
almost like an arcade game. Dad said that it is
— training course on what not to do.
You try to get to your destination
as fast as possible, and the only
rule is to try not to run anybody down,
especially not a policeman. But beside that, it'
a free world. If there is a slower bike in front of
you, you pass him. No matter if somebody els{
is trying to, or if you have to cut somebody off
in the process. Orlet's say, there is a slow
bicyclists in front of you, and you want to pass
him on a two way street, do you stay in youf
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lane? Absolutely not! Instead, you speed up, in
order to pass the slow cyclist before the other
guy collides with you head on.

Another minor thing is that there are
seldom any of those nice, white lines painted

does anybody actually obey to them. At many
(excuse me, all) major intersections it is a
nightmare. Everyone is going everywhere| at
the same time, and nobody would ever dream
of slowing down very much. Stopping [is
unheard of. | think that everyone thinks, "Why
would you ever want to slow down? It's jusf a
waste of time, and besides, I'll be all right.
After all, I've got the right-of-way." Trucks afe
zooming left while a bicycle narrowly misses
hitting him from the back, and a taxi |is
swerving around the whole bunch of th
getting in the wrong lane in the process, &
almost colliding into somebody else,
swerving again, getting into the right lane,

riding a bike (or taxi) in China. | ha
personally done both, and | think that th
should put huge, red warning signs on all rj
bikes:

It would be hard enough even |if
everybody drove correctly (correctly, that is, py
my standards), what with the 4.1 millign
people here in Wuxi, but when they drive like
the roads an open racetrack it is ten times
harder. One must not only watch out for
himself, but must make sure that the other
100,000 bicyclists that also share the road With
you (or try to hog it) don't somehow hit youj |
have been lucky, however. | have ridden a hike
eight times so far, and the closest I've had|are

arning: Riding This Bicycle Can Be
Hazardous To Your Health.

3
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near misses. Somebody said that you can driye
a car without headlights, without seat belts
almost without a motor, but you cannot drive
car in China without a horn. People here ar
constantly blowing their horns at everybody
they see, and they see a lot of people. It is a ot
of racket!

After bikes, the next most popula
transportation is the taxi. Taxis are something Rldlnq the Ra”S Last Class
else. The majority of them are red, by the waly, by Jonathan Cooper
not yellow. They are not very expensive -- mo t
average about $1.70 RMB (that is about 20 US Traveling by train is the best way fo
cents) per kilometer. '8 better than a roller-| cross long distances in China, so whenever we
coaster ride, not to mention that it's cheaper thango to other cities (Shanghai, for instance) jwe
going to Six flags. Driving a car is worse that almost always travel by train. Train seats|in
riding a bike, | think. Taxi drivers are expent China come in two categories: hard seat gnd
drivers, in my opinion. You not only must misg soft. Now, by name alone one might not think
all of the bikes that think that they have the that there are not many differences betweern the
right-of-way, but you must also make sure that two, but there is. | know because | personally
no other cars are going to crash into you, ahdhave ridden both soft and hard seat. Most of|the
you must watch out for pedestrians, trucks andtime we ride soft seat, (we are quite soft,|us
the like, and you must do it all at the same time. westerners) but this particular time we rqde
The speedometers on taxi's go up to about 12Chard. Boy, was that a ride! This is how the rjde
mph, and it seems to be a game among taxiwent:
drivers to see how close they can get to that First off, we (Dad and 1) boarded our
number. And to ride in one is a nightmare, train. Immediately after we got into the car |
especially in the front seat. It is a lot like riding g noticed a big difference. The benches that you
bike, or watching a demolition derby movie with sit on are a bit longer, but instead of fitting 2
the camera positioned so that it appears that yoyeople they fit 3 (I thought that two people pn
are the one who is driving. In the front seat ygu those benches was stretching it a bit!). The
can clearly see the color of the dri\eeyes of | fluorescent lighting was not very good (l.E.
the car that came within an inch of hitting hegd every other light worked) and there was no fir-
on with you. It seems to me that there is an conditioning. Fortunately, though, it was|a
endless line of bikes appearing from all perfect day for hard-seat traveling, not too hot,
directions. Suddenly a car | hadn't seen almgstnot too cold. In the soft seat cars, smoking is
hit us, and when the driver swerved, he almgstnot allowed, and people are not allowed to Just
collided with a bicycle... Of course, none of this stand in the isles during the ride. Here, in hiard
ever does so much as make the driver blink. seat, both of these bans were lifted. The air vas
just full of smoke, and people wefe
everywhere. It was literally packed with mdre
people than it could hold! It seems that the
ticket sellers can (and do) sell standing-ropm
only tickets. It was really crowded. It was so
crowded that the vendors who peddled their
wares up and down the isles could hardly push
their buggies for all of the people! One could
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certainly believe that there is 1.1 billion people

in China. It seemed to me that all of them were

on this train with me! We also just happened tq
pick a very slow train. The ride, you see, laste(
a full three hours Three hours of boredom.
Three hours of staring motionlessly out of thg
window for fear that if you moved you would

bump into somebody. It was quite a ride, let me

tell you. We did, however, get the good fortung
of getting a window seat, so we left the
window open for the entire ride (to let the
smoke out of the car, you see). And, like thg
name, the seats were just barley padded. One
really got sore on these rides. | did manage t
get a brief moment of sleep in, which helped
(just barley, though) to make the ride seeme
shorter.
| did, however, see a few interestin
sights out the window. One thing that | nevg
saw was just
nothingness, just
trees, like you
would see in the
U.S. if you were
: s traveling. One
could always see a house or a person
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o Trips and Thlnqs in China
by Jonathan Cooper

)

and
an

We have been to so many places
J seen so many things that | do not know if | g
el summarize the rest of them enough to fit into
this article. Yet | am going to make a grand tfy.

| have made one to Nanjing, many trips
to Shanghai and, of course, Wuxi. Here is a
brief description of the things that we have
seen:

In Shanghai, among other things,

something. There was always something

little patches of farm land. It seemed to me that
the Chinese were farming every available in¢ch

of land. Not a bit of land was wastddalso saw

a few grass huts here and there, and somebpd

plowing with an ox! There were lots of Chines

out there farming, wearing their traditional

pointed straw hats.

Let me tell you, though, for all of th
uniqueness of that ride | was quite pleased w
the train pulled into Wuxi and | could get off.
learned to be quite grateful for soft class on th
trip. It was, all in all, quite an interesting trip.

Of'saw the Shanghai Acrobatic Theater. There you
Utcan see different acrobats doing fabulpus

twisting, turning, bending,
jumping, flipping, amon
other things. There was this
one guy who just spu
plates on a little narro
table. He started out with
then a clown would wheel
out another row of plates, which he would spin
€nand the guy would go and get more plates.|.
the end he had 27 plates spinning at once.

like driving a toy car, sliding down a slid
jumping through a hoop, and other things
was quite neat.

| also, as | said, went to Nanjing. There,
| saw the tomb of Sun Yet Sen, an important
person in Chinese history. He had quite a tomb,

better than most other tombs | have seen. |t is
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on top of a tall mountain, and consists of thre¢

buildings. The first building is at the foot of the
hill, the second is half-way up the hill, and the
last is at the very top of the hill. The stairs are
quite interesting. They are grouped togethe
like this: First stairs, a long platform, more
stairs, another platform. If you are at the foot o}
the hill you only see many, many stairs -- ng
platforms. It looks all up-hill. But, if you are at
the top of the hill, all you can see are thg
platforms. It looks almost level! Climbing up
those stairs was quite a walk. It got to be very
tiring after a while. There were these two guys
though, at the foot of the hill who, if you paid
them, would carry you up all of those stairs in
one of those Chinese chairs supported by pole
Once you get to the top, though, you could se
a nice view of the city. You could see for miles
in all directions.

The burial chamber itself was quite
interesting. The actual tomb lies at the top o
the hill, like | said. When you enter, there is &
statue in the middle of the room and the walld
are covered with a whole lot of Chinese
characters. | could not read them, so | canng
tell you what they say. After you looked

around a bit you enter a small back room. It i$

guarded like a bank vault. First off, there arg
two guards right outside the door. The first se

of doors are solid brass, several inches thick.

The second door is solid steel, and resembles
bank vault door. It is at least a foot thick, and
has about five dead-bolts in it. Nobody was
going to enter that room illegally! The room
that all of those doors leads to is in the shape ¢
a circle, with guards in all directions. In the
middle of the room, in a sort of deep
depression in the floor, was the coffin. Therg
(at the mouth of the 'pit’) is a solid marble
railing. The coffin is solid marble, but much
purer. On the lid of the coffin is a life-like
carving of Sun Yet Sen. He looked quite

impressive down there, with his Chinese coat

on and his mustache. It was all quite

impressive. There were (as | have said before)

U

rest of my life in jail. | did not care to try it.

At the back of the tomb is a little sort
open-air museum, with pictures and things
the walls. It shows the history of both Sun Y
Sen and the history of the tomb itself. | co
not read the characters, but | enjoyed lookin
all the pictures.

We also visited the home of Dr. S
Yet Sen, though we did not have a lot of ti
to see much the day that we visited. We ¢
however, look around a bit. The grounds w
quite beautiful. There is a pond in the middlg
the complex, and in the middle of the pond i
building. The building was locked, but W

. could see through the windows that there wz

lot of furniture inside. It was not just ar
furniture, though. It was a very nice, har
carved mahogany furniture that must have (¢
a fortune. It was very delicately made,
looked as if the chair had sat in a meadow
long, and that vines had grown all over it.
was really very beautiful.

There were also a lot of queer, big g
rocks around. They were quite big and O
said that they were special rocks that wj
exported to other countries. He said that t
were used for decoration. | thought that th
looked interesting.

=
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¢ The Other Side Of The Co
by Jonathan Cooper
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After all 1 have said about China,
suppose that the opposite is true, too. | can
picture some Chinese family out there, go
over to America. | can see them prepar
themselves, getting all of their stuff that th
can't find in the US. Then they will go
America and marvel at the differences. Th
will wonder how a culture could possibly liy

h

several guards standing guard, and Dad sa

d the way that we do...

that if | jumped down there | would spend the
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They will be shocked at the number
cars on the road. They will wonder whatever
happened to their safer method of transportation,
the bicycle. They will wonder how they will
ever learn to get around in the horribl
dangerous car, and will wonder how long th|s
has lasted, what with all of the crazy drivers.

And | can also picture them goin
shopping. They will go into a grocery store a
wonder at all of the prepackaged foods, and wjill by Jonathan Cooper
wonder if it is safe to eat or not. They will hunt ) _ _ ) e
desperately for any food that looks familiar, ad _~ Eating with chopsticks is a necessity|in
they will try new things with hesitation. Whery China, of course. Everyone eats with them
they arrive at the meat section, they will wonder Nere. In fact, their food is sort of designed for
whatever happened to their fresh, live meat, dit- Since most of their food is in a noodle-type
what all of this stuff is. They will, just like us| Shape, you really must eat with chopsticks
hesitate to get something as strange as that(@nyway, they do not have nice things like
When they go to buy something, | can just s e forks and spoons here). Now, by just looking at

them changing the price into Chinese dollars: the little innocent things it would look  like
there was really nothing to it, you just pigk

"Let's see here. This box of cereal is $2.99. : .
That's about $25.41. A little high, | think". And | theém up and... Or is there? As you will ses, it

can also see them, scanning the labels to se&eally is quite a problem.

anything that looks familiar, and wondering; First off, you must pick up those things

such a fashion that you are able to eat with

characters. And they will have trouble figurin _ _
them. It is not easy. Several times | have

out what bills are what, and where their curren _ v
bills went to. thought that | had tried the perfect plan all laid

| can also see them going on a vacatign, OUt until | tried to eat. | would practice a bit

to see some famous landmark. | can see thenPefore the food came, and then I would try put
going to the Statue of Liberty and wondering MYy new method, and it would not work.| |

what in the world it is. And | can see therp Might be able to get the food to my plate, put
wondering why in the world nobody is staring at ©"ce it was there it just would not go any
them, wondering if their hair is out of place dr farther. | would p_|ck itup and it _would just slip
something. | can see them going up the stairsOut of my chopst!ck_s._lt is certainly not easy] If
inside the statue, and wondering why would YOU thlnk_ about it, it is really not easy. In the
Americans climb up to the top of a statue just fo US, You just have to use one object at a time -
see a good view. And | can see them walking & fork, @ knife, a spoon. And each object is
through a park, and seeing a big sign that saysdesigned for its own purpose -- a spoon |for

Keep Off The Grass. They will probably wonddr SC00PIng, a fork for stabbing, etc. But with
what it means, and, since the sign is in red, ngchopsticks, you not only use two objects at the

since it is a rather large sign, they will stop fo S@me time, with the same hand, but you use
take a picture of their family by it, since they those two objects for all of your purposes.|It,
cannot read it. like I have said, is not easy. | am, however,

And, | can see them coming home to Slowly catching on.

China after 2 years, and telling their family ho Let me say, though, that the Chingse
they braved living in the US. have the same problem with eating wth

silverware. When Dad and | went to Nanijing,

i
4 The Great Chopstick Problem
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the Chinese took us to a 'western' restaurant. It
was a lot of fun to see them having trouble, for
a change. They did not handle their silverware
very well, and the way they used it! One guy
sliced his biscuit with a knife and fork, and
then he dipped it in ketchup. It was very funny.
| think it is the same with us and the Chinese. |
bet that, unconsciously we are making a whole
bunch of stupid, but easy to make, mistakes.
One day, hopefully, we too will be good at
chopsticks, and then, when we return to the
US, we will wonder how to use silverware!

Why This Issue isso Late
by Jonathan Cooper

You know from the notice on page one
about the delays in receiving the computer. But
that is not the half of it. Here's how things went:

When we finally got the PC, we (Dad
and 1) gallantly plugged in the monitor. It, of
course, instantly blew up, since it could not run
by the Chinese power. Oops. We got a new
monitor. Then, one day, Mom was making bread
with the bread machine through the transformer
(we learned after the monitor blew up) and the
transformer blew (the transformer not being big
enough for the bread machine. So much for
running the printer with the transformer. So, |
run up my editing copies on a B&W printer, and,
just as | am printing up my first real copy, the
printer runs out of ink. So, | wait another two
weeks past the 22nd to print it. Maybe I'll move
up my deadline...
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Now You See It, Now You Don't
by Paul Seufert

Aha! There it is! Hush everyone! I've..
lost it. Shucks. Hmmf. Maybe | could get a jo
as a janitor...

THAT is the life of every computer

programmer, folks. We get a sudden inspiration

and POOF, it's gone. Every single day we po

sods engage in countless wild goose chage

Well, sometimes the younger of our frustratg
class do something relaxing. Such as playil
Legos, computer games, or reading. USUALLY
however, we give in to our urge which compe
us to design Lego computers, play games tt
WE made up on the computer, or reg
programming language books. Just an in-bg
instinct, | suppose.

Recently | had a sudden, powerfy
brainstorm. This brainstorm came in th
weirdest of circumstances. | was sitting at th
computer, writing to Jon
Cooper, and listening to Mozart
on the stereo. Then, suddenly
out of the blue, | was struck by
an inspiration to dramatically improve my mog
difficult program.

You see, Jon and | have been workir
for around four months on a program callg
"Medieval Empire." A very simple program. S¢
it seemed at first.

The biggest problem has always beg

L=
1]

&

)

amount of code in its main file. So you buy
room by putting some code in sub-programs
sequential files (weird names where you 9
stuff). 1 had the general idea of w
to do, but was never able to figure
the details.

But | finally found "it" -- the key to al
my labor! | found it by using a sub-progr
looping around a global array which wo
trigger a case statement, which would... forg
Now, it will only take around five months
convert the whole program to this new ideg
mine... if it doesn't disappear first.
Paul Seufert is a 12-year-g@
c)rwriter/programmer. He has written an arti
Sfor the magazine "God's World Today", ang
d is currently working on another one.
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Hong Kong, Here We Come!
» by Jonathan Cooper
On November 25, we left our hotel ro
U to travel to our destination: Hong Kong, the N
York City of the Orient. We had been prepa
9 to go for weeks, anxiously waiting and drean
d about what Hong Kong would be like. But
? time was finally here! We were actually going
go! Here is how the trip went:

2N
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Part 1. From Wuxi to Guangzhou
On Thanksgiving Day, after a good
wholesome lunch from the hotel restaurant,
looked at our watches and realized that if we
| not hurry to the train station, w
- would miss our train to
Shanghai! So we rushed dow

to the lobby, caught a taxi to the train statiop,
ran to our terminal. But, as it turned out the trajn
was late. That was good, for if it had been on
time, we could have missed our train! So we gat
down and waited. Finally, we boarded our train|
It was an average soft seat train, go
air-conditioning, nice seats, ect. | was certainly
not complaining (not after that hard seat trip). (It
was a long ride, though. Not much happengd.
Mostly, | just stared out of the window and too

e
id

airplanes go. It was roughly the same size as
the one | flew in from Japan to China. It did
have a few differences from its US
counterparts, though. For one thing, it was a
/ very bumpy ride. | don'f
- ./ know why, but it was
=W e The 'Fasten Seat Belt'
sign was on almost constantly. Another
difference was in the service. They did serve

lunch, but they did it a bit differently. First oﬂf,
they did not make just one slow, unhurried {rip
down the aisles. They rushed around jusi as

d fast as they could go, and instead of just pne

trip, they made several. Also, they showed a

movie constantly, throughout entire the flight.
After several hours, we touched doyn

in Guangzhou, one of the oldest cities in China,

naps. where the second stage of our journey waquld
We arrive in Shanghai, and had oyr Pegin.
average wild ride to the hotel. We were going 1o
gy Stayinthe Cypress hotel, but i Part 2: From Guangzhou to Hong
i —* seemed that nobody (van drivef Kong and Back
A included) knew where the hote After arriving in Guangzhou (known as
45 o Was. So the driver drove us 19 canton to westerners), we took a van (yet
SR his headquarters, and asked the another wild ride) to the hotej.
'— ' people there where it was. H We stayed at the White Swan
. returned, none the wiser. So we 8 hotel. They have a President|al
decided to stay in the Holiday Inn instead, a well ™ Suite that President Nixon and
known hotel. He had parked the van when he qyeen Elizabeth have stayed in.
went to ask, and now that he was ready to leaye, Guangzhou is one of the oldest citieq in
did a u-turn in the middle of the road to U china, and for over 1,000 years it has been [one
around. As it turned out, he did not curve tight of the main gateway into the country. Taxi's are
enough, and he ended up blocking an entire laneg ot more expensive in Guangzhou (compare
And, to top it off, the van wouldn't go in reverse. ¢1 50 RMB with $2.80), possibly because if is
So we sat there, parked sideways in the middleg, cjose to Hong Kong. Guangzhou has a lat to
of the road, with cars whizzing past us, while the see |t is quite a westernized city, as Chinese

driver unhurriedly tried to go in reverse. H
finally did, and we made it to the hotel in on

piece (I think). (something that cannot be seen most at places

So we then decided to have supper. Wein china) it has a lot of old trees. Old trees fre
went to a nearby'bakery and had doughnuts foryery rare in China. Guangzhou also has a Idt of
supper, (You can't get those in Wuxi) while the palm trees, as it is quite tropical

rest of the world was feasting on turkey, ha there. Although we did not spend a
pie, and everything else. But we were content. lot of time sight-seeing, we did s¢e
The next day we took an airplane to a few sights, such as a ‘public

Guangzhou. It was a nice airplane, as Chinese g|ephone’ (a phone on a desk on the sideyalk

cities go, but it also has a lot of really qgld
buildings. It has a lot of nice parks, apd
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that somebody charges money to use.) Mom food). Shopping in Hong Kong is just like
saw a 'laundromat’ (a washer on the sidewalk shopping in the US. We managed to get almost
that was plugged into a metal pole). everything that we wanted. In fact, we got|so
The next day we caught a train to Hong much stuff that we had trouble carrying it all,
Kong. It was quite a long train ride, about 3 or|4 and we ended up taking a van from Shanghai to
hours long. | spent most of my time gazing out Wuxi, instead of the train.
of the window, looking at things like grass huts When we were not shopping for things
and oxen. | also saw a lot of people working gn to take back to China, we were out sight-
the railroad. seeing. There are a whole lot of neat thing$ to
Finally, after the train ride was| see in Hong Kong.
over, we pulled into Hong Kong, went For example, we rode in a Chingse
through customs, and we took a taxi o Junk. There is a picture of one in my picture at
our hotel, the Regal Riverside. Hong the head of this article. As you can see, there is
Kong was just as | had expected it t 2y quite a contrast of old and new |in
be in some ways, and better in other ways. Hong Kong. The nicest boats that
was, like | said, a Chinese New-York City. It' | have ever seen | saw in Homg
very modern. They even have fast-food Kong, right next to the worst
restaurants! (something that China is sorely (in boats that | have ever seen. There
need of) is a whole fishing community that lives out pn
Hong Kong was like a paradise to us. |t the bay, complete with garbage boats, hquse
had everything that China is lacking to make boats, fishing boats, recycling boats, grocery
China more like the US. The only thing is the|r boats (where the fisherman go shopping,| so
driving. Most of them drive just like the| that they do not have to go to dry lanf),
Chinese. There were, however, no bicycleés everything that one would need to live out |on

whatsoever. the bay. We learned quite a bit about the life of
Hong Kong has everything. It has goo _ a fisherman, as well as|a
subways, orderly lanes and street signs that few interesting facts,
people actually listen to, skyscrapers, cars, fast- ﬁe};i such as they go out at
food, and English- speaking people! It also has @ night to fish. We saw
the biggest shopping malls that | have ever seen. some interesting things,

The one we went to goes on and on and on... Ortoo. For instance, there is a huge floating
our first day in Hong Kong we went to the mall, restaurant out on the bay. It's simply gigantig. It
and we had the hardest time finding Hardees.must have been at least 4 stories tall!
Eventually, after walking what seemed lik We also went to the top of a mountain
miles, somebody took us through another partjofon HK Island. It has a wonderful view of the
the mall that we had not yet seen and told uscity, once you were actually at the top. We

where to find it. Another day while we were rode to the top of the mountain on a double-
shopping, one of our Chinese friends who lives decker bus. It's quite a ride on a steep, 2 |ane
in Hong Kong took us to the Pizza Hut road that wrapped around the mountain (pne

(something else that China needs). We were surex® lane coming, another lane
that we had seen all of the mall, and we did not __\ going). We rode mainly on the
remember seeing Pizza Hut. But they took Us !?_-: '- outside lane, too. And the way
through a new part of the mall, and there it was, &' the Chinese drivers dri
in another unexplored section. I*jf—- combined with the fact that we
While we were there, we bought a lot of ~v  were on the top floor of the bus
o b (by a window, too) gave u

items that we are unable to get in China (i.e|




quite a memorial ride. It was even better that
taxi ride! (Just ask Mom! | think she left
fingernail marks in the back seat.)

We started up the mountain just befor
dark, so by the time that we reached the top
was dark. The view was
spectacular with all of the city
lights. We could see the bay of
one side, and the city on anothe
There was also a path that wer
all around the mountain. It's
about 1 mile around, with viewing places placq
at different points, so you can get a better vie
We chose not to go on the path because it W
dark.

When we went back down the mountaif
we went down a bit differently. We took a tran
that went almost straight down the mountai
When we looked out of the window, it looke
as if all of the buildings were steeply slanted!
was much shorter than the bus ride, too. (T
bus ride was 30 minutes long, the tramway w.
5)

After a long, 4 day stay in Hong Kong
we finally had to go home. So we boarded
train to Canton, where we stayed for 1% day
before we flew back to Shanghai.

While we were there, we saw quite a fe

sights. Some of the things | had alread
mentioned, like the pay telephone. Guangzh
: has a lot of very nice,
Most of them have a number o
statues of famous Chinese people th
we have never heard of. The parK
there are very nice. They have some
the biggest palm trees that | have ever seen,
well as some really neat, old trees that have a
of character.

One park that we went to must have haq
a million stairs. We climbed one especially
long set of stairs to find this sort of lighthouse-
shaped building on top, not the statue that w
were looking for. So, we walked down a
different set of stairs (aiming for the statue).
We ended up on a rather long road, with path

a went downhill, to what the sign said was a

large parksg.
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part
of a Ming Dynasty wall. It is old, black, arjd
covered with moss. We continued on and |we
e finally found our statue. It is the 'mos
itphotographed' statue in Guangzhou. It's a large
statue, consisting of 5 rams. We photographed
it, and then endeavored to find a way out of the
1 park. It was harder than we first thought. After
r. a while, we found the entrance to the park.
it There was a large map of the park, clearly
showing where all of the paths and statues
d were. We found it just a bit too late. We djd,
v. though, eventually find our way out.
as One last thing we saw in Guangzhou
- - : was a memorial for Dr|
Sun Yat Sen. He, like |l
said in my last
newsletter, was
famous revolutionist i
Chinese history. The
memorial for him is &
large, octagona
Chinese monolith
building that is 47
meters high, 71 metel
wide, and has a seatir

This picture shows
Dr. Sun Yat Sen

_ ' capacity of abou
y |heistheonethat |y 4 900 people. It was
y [ seated) I puilt with  funds

donated from overses
Chinese. In front of the memorial building ig
[ large, life-size statue of Dr. Sun Yat Sen. W}
atwe were there, though, nothing going on.
S was quite dusty. It looked as if nobody h
pf been there for ages. They supposedly R
asneetings there.
lot Well, the next day we boarded a plg
going back to Shanghai, where we took a
I to Wuxi. The great trip was over, but | felt th
we had accomplished a great deal for the wg
and-a-half that we had been on vacation.

ofl} 1S
en
It
ad
ave

ne
van
at
pek-

D

[72)

going off in all directions. We choose one. It
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Notice: Our House
| mentioned in my last newsletter that we
might move into our
e house soon, and | was
] HURREEE W 3 T4, right. If everything goes
fEe———. #  as planned, we should
o " move in around the 27th
of December. Finally, after many delays,
setbacks, and everything else, we will finally be
moving into our house.

Since we will not be in the hotel, do not
mail any more letters there. Just send it do my
Dad's office in New Jersey. | have already given
it to you in a prior newsletter, but | will give it to
you again. Here it is:

Stanley E. Cooper

Rhone-Poulenc Inc, Bldg. |

CN 7500

Cranbury, NJ 08512-7500
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! ”
Holidays For the Month of
January

New Years Day
January 1st

1
r
1

* * *
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Ready Or Not Villa, Here

We Come!
by Jonathan Cooper

As you well know by now, we have
had a house built for us in China and we, at
last, have moved into it. But moving into a
house in China is not as easy as it seems,
as you will find out...

Let me start at the beginning. Our
house, if everything had gone as planned,

should have been completed by the
end of July, or (at the latest) the

beginning of August. But, as things
rarely do happen on time in China, it was
January of 1995 before we could move in,
and even then we had (excuse me, have) a
lot of problems!

For starters, we found out that the
heating system in our villa had a few
problems. In other words, it did not work. It
should have at least put out a little heat,
since it is a brand-new system. But no, it
was broken. (We still, one month after we
moved in, have not managed to get it
working!) So we spent the next few days
going around and buying heaters and all of
the other necessities that we would need so
that we could move into our villa.

After we had finished our initial
shopping, we moved all our stuff into our
house because we thought we would move
into our villa very soon.

Due to the fact that we lived on the
9th floor of the Milido Hotel, the bellboys
i had to take all our stuff we
had brought to China down
9 floors to a truck that was
waiting outside. That was
interesting. They grunted
and groaned and moved all
of our possessions down to
where this dirty, open-air
truck was waiting to drive our computers,
bread machine, and all of our other stuff to
the villa. And the worst was not over,
because once our stuff actually got to the
truck, our stuff was just thrown aboard with
the utmost disregard of what it was. Nobody
showed the least amount of concern
whether the box they were moving
contained clothes, glasses or a VCR.
Amazingly, most items survived the rough,
harrowing trip from the hotel to the villa. But,
by the time we got all of our stuff safely into
our villa it was too late in the day for us to
stay there that night. We said that we would
stay in the hotel for 'just one more night'.
The next day we went to our cold
villa and plugged in our heaters. It was quite
a normal thing to do, since the heating
system did not work. It was a cold, blustery
day and we wanted to clean up some the
dirt that somehow managed to get into our
villa. (I will talk more about our dirt later.)
But it turned out to be a bad mistake,
because three hours later, POOF! no
electricity. We had to eat our lunch at our
neighbors' house because our house was
too cold.
After lunch, an electrician came out
to our villa and told us that we had
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overloaded our circuits. It seems that we did
not have enough electricity to run our 4
heaters. He hot-wired the circuits to make
do until tomorrow, and he said that he would
be back the next day to fix the problem
permanently. So we stayed in the hotel
another night.

The next day, we came back to our
cold, dirty house, and we waited. And
waited. And waited. Nobody came, (least of
all any electricians) and
nothing happened. We tried
to clean, but have you ever
mopped a floor with 3 shirts
and a coat on? So we just
froze in our villa, and stayed
! in the hotel another night.
The next day, the same thing
occurred. We went out to our villa, and we
waited. All morning, nobody came. It was
late in the afternoon before the electrician
finally came to our villa. We were overjoyed,
but we quickly found out that he came too
late in the day to finish the problem before it
got too dark to see. So we spent yet another
night in the hotel.

The next day, he came and fixed our
problem permanently, but it took all day to
fix, so it was too late in the day for us to
move in. But, at least we could move in the plumbing is, well, not up to American
next day, which is exactly what we did. standards. They did not hook up the

The next day (finally) we moved in, R —— dishwasher right, so
and we found several problems that we we cannot run that.
had not noticed before, or, at least, we had That alone would be
not noticed that the problem was so = DAM enough, but it is

living room. Actually, it was not quite that
bad, but it was (is) very close.

For instance, a few days before we
moved in we mopped the entire house. We
mopped every room, we cleaned the
windows, we swept the floors, we
scrubbed the cabinets. We worked very
hard all day to get our house clean before
our furniture arrived. It looked quite clean
by the end of the day. Our neighbors had
told us that it took them 3 months to get
their house really clean. | thought that we
had beaten them by far. Boy, was | wrong!
The next day we came back. It looked as if
the house had been deserted for 30 years,
not brand-new. The entire house was a
mess. It was dirty, dusty, and cold. But we
moved in anyway.

Over the next few days (er, weeks)
we have been constantly waging a war
against dirt. It seems to me that China has
much more than its share of dirt. One day
we would sweep the house top to bottom,
and the next day we would mop the entire
house. We are slowly getting there. | think
that in about 10 years (hopefully) we just
might have a clean house.

And the dirt is not the only problem
with the house. It seems that some of the

sTm urgent. One of these -._5--—— — —T hardly all. The sinks in
TR h . e e
P minor, little problems was i -/ two bathrooms leaked,
?_5_;_,.'\_,\ (or, is) the vast amount of L __=___5___ﬁ two toilets leaked, one
L dit ~ that  somehow “-—="" would not flush, and
CRR R managed to accumulate one bathtub, when you drain the water, the

=, ., f- .'|.I

R J.I L]

R ek N
B

into our brand-new house.
We had the dirtiest house

water comes up a drain hole in the floor
and floods the bathroom. It makes the

that | had ever seen in my entire life! There
was so much dirt there when we moved in
that you could have had a garden in our

bathroom floor just perfect for raising fish.
But fortunately we have gotten a few
(painfully few) of these problems fixed,
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while others (like the dishwasher) are still
giving us problems.

One night, after supper, Mom was
washing dishes when we suddenly heard
the sound of water running very hard. |
thought that the dishwasher had finally about 6-8 hours each
decided to start running. April shouted that day, between 10:00 to
the pipes had burst, and Mom asked about 4:00. Several
(yelled) how she knew. She said that it was other people who live

4 the same sound that had in the villa got upset (those 2 days were
accompanied a similar very cold ones, and nothing will run without
incident that had happened electricity) and they appealed to the
just yesterday in the upstairs electricity company. It seems that the Wuxi
bathroom. Mom opened the power company does not have electricity
cabinets under the kitchen sink, and she got to go around, so they cut off our power,
an unexpected shower! Mom screamed, | even though we are paying extra money
screamed, and we all ran around screaming for it. So, they went and tried to stop the
for about 30 seconds. Every time Mom power outages, but the electricity is still not
opened the cabinet door hot water sprayed 100% dependable (try 40%). -Editors
everywhere. Then Mom called Dad to ask if note : This is still an open issue. Currently
there was any way to turn off the water it is getting colder, and the power is going
without going under the sink and getting off more often. As of now the power has

then most of the water was cleaned up.
The floor needed a good moping anyway.
There are several other 'things' that
are missing. First off, the electricity. For 2
days in a row the electricity went off for

scalded with hot water.

Dad answered when Mom called,
and he told her how to turn off the water.
We turned it off, and then we had a grand
time trying to clean it up. First we got all of
the rags and towels in the house and we
laid them all on the kitchen floor. Then
somebody shouted that the water had
leaked under the
cabinets and there
was a huge puddle in
the dining room! (you

see, our kitchen and

dining room is really

just one room -
separated by a little counter with bar
stools) So then we grabbed a few rags, got
them soaking wet with water from the floor,
wrung them out, then | threw the water
outside, then the whole process of drying
and wringing out was repeated, again and
again and again. Then Dad came home in
the midst of all of the confusion. At least by

been off about 7 times in 3 weeks. We will
keep you updated.

Then about our lights. We have
what our neighbors call ‘eight hour lights',
because they only work eight hours. They
are fluorescent lights, but instead of being
straight, they are curved into the shape of

n a circle. They have been giving
o us all kinds of problems ever

N since we moved in. The one in
"~ > my room never worked to begin
~ © with, Mikes broke, April's burnt

out (and the replacement bulb did

not Work) and the list goes on. All this
happened within 1 week of us moving in!
So now we are replacing them with
ordinary light bulbs. Even so, our problems
are not over yet. Some lights use light
bulbs of one size, and others use lights of
another size! Something that happened
recently is the glass cover over one light
broke. It seems that it was not screwed on
tight enough, so it fell off and crashed onto
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the floor, scattering pieces far and wide.
Nobody was hurt, though.

One last thing the builder promised to
get for the villa was a satellite dish. The
neighborhood had been
promised one for months,
and we were wondering what
had happened. It seems that
there is a telephone cord for
g the Chinese army running

- === through the area, and they
are afraid we could listen in on their top-
secret conversations with our satellite dish
(as if we could understand them.)

That is most (but not all) of the
problems that we have had (and some we
still have) with our house. | have tried hard
not to produce a false image of us living in
luxury here in China. All of the things that |
have mentioned did actually happen to us at
our new house.

Even so, we are still very glad to be
out of the hotel. We would not go back into
the hotel for anything (well, almost
anything). We are so grateful that our villa
was finally completed, and that we could
move in. Before, in the hotel, we had to live
out of boxes, not having enough room to get
hardly anything out. It was cramped, there
was no place to play outside, ride bikes, and
all of the other out-door activities that kids
like to do. Our new house is big, and roomy,
with a nice yard. The neighborhood is just
great for riding bicycles, with rarely a car to
be seen. We can get out our stuff. We really
do enjoy it here. And, it could have been
much worse (really, I'm not kidding). We
could have had problems with the, um, walls

or something.
* * *

Information About Jon
Monthly.

by Mike Cooper

Did you know that the Jon Monthly
getting more popular by about 4 people, An
is getting longer? | wouldn't be surprised if
turned into a national paper! Then we wo
have to start a factory! Wellet's get back to
the subject. Let me see here, where was |
yes!

Back Issues

Available!

by Jonathan Cooper

If anybody has not receive
my newsletter and wants back issues, or
forgot to mail an issue to you (or you think y
might have been forgotten), | can send
back-issues. Just send me a letter telling
which issue you want (i.e. give me the datg
the volume number on the issue that you w3
and | will mail you the issue that you reques

promptly.

Notice:

As we have moved, we n
have a new address and a
telephone number. It is:

011-86-510-676-1060
Note: 011 is the international cod&6 is the
code for China510is for Wuxi, and676-1060
is for our house.

* * *

Jonathan K. Cooper
42 Lan B#o Yuan Yilla
¥1 Yuan Nong Huan Ha Cin X1 Cao Xiang.
Jiangsu ¥Wuxi China
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To Market To Market To Buy A
Fat Pig

by Anonymous Cooper

Have you ever woke up on a cold mornin
put on two pairs of long johns, and five shirt
and bicycled 20-25 minutes through traffic to g
to a market to buy groceries? Can you imagi
a huge, outdoor (canopy covered) market whe
everything is sold from eggs to vegetable

meats, flour and grains, live chickens and live

fish?

Have you ever bargained for onions an
eggs only to find out later that you paid to
much? (Twenty cents for 6
big onions!) Can you imagine
looking over table after table
of fresh pork, then walking
down a section of the marke
where choice delicacies arg
sold that are only for those with stron
stomachs? You have no idea what most of it

g, new furniture to arrive? You woul

How Our Furniture Came
by Jonathan Cooper

How would you expect our brand

S probably - at first - think that it came in tl
0 same manner as furniture did in the Uni
'€States - by truck. But then remember, thi
"®China (the other side of the world), a
> they do things just a little differently hen
(They write from the top of the page
g bottom, they eat dogs and walk birds, th
H wear coats in the summer as well as
winter.) So, how did the)
bring our new furniture?
They brought it on
the back of a bicycle. Yes
you read right. On th
# back of a bicycle. No, they did not bring
J of our furniture that way - some of it w;
S:prought by truck. They only brought th

not that you care to. Half of the vegetables 3
not familiar. You recognize the pork, but non

of the cuts look familiar. Farther down there is

another table of meat that you only glance

Dog meat just doesn't seem overly appetizing©n the back of a little three-wheeled bicy
today. Can you imagine looking over cages Was really a sight worth seeing. It was e

stuffed full of chickens, picking one out an
handing it to a man to butcher for you, wh
doesn't understand why you don
want the head?

All the while everyone is
staring at you because you're a "d
bizi* (big nose). The people

; manning the tables all speak a loc{
dialect that you don't understand. The prices 4§
in Chinese and everything is weighed on &
ancient hand held scale which you only prete
that you understand. Can you imagine doir
this? It is certainly different from going to you
average grocery store. More exciting, too.

* * *

e expensive imported furniture that way.
That was something to see. To
; all of that furniture towering precarious

more interesting to see how they got all
that furniture off of the bike into the hous
t | wonder how all of the imported furnitut
survived the trip from the store, knowif
_ how the Chinese drive. But what puzz
@ me the most is why thémported store
chose a bicycle, and why the other cheg

?refurniture stores choose a truck.
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This is how our trip went. First we ¢
up, had breakfast, and then we got in the
Before we went to Suzhou, however, we stoj

To Suzhou And Back

by Jonathan Cooper

Most Chinese do not celebrate Ne
Year's eve on December 31, or New Year's D
on January 1st. The Chinese calendar is quit

different calendar, since it is based on the moaon

Every year New Years Day is on a differer

date. This month, the honors of the first day |n

1995 fell upon February 1st.

Most Chinese take a full two weekj
vacation for Chinese New Year -- one wesg
before New Year, and one week after. Dad h
to work all of Chinese New Year except for th
two days we went to Suzhou, China.

Suzhou is a very old city, having bee
founded around 2,500 years ago. It is not a v4
big city - it has only about a million people o
so. It is said to be one of the most beautiful citi
in all of China.

\
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" 311 stairs to the top. Well, almost to the top.
‘There was another floor above us, but therg was

at Fan Wei's

Wei, in case you don't know, is my Engli
speaking Chinese friend.) Then we drovg

Suzhou.

Suzhou is really not too far away fr
Wuxi. It's only about an hour drive. It did 1
take very long to get to Suzhou, saving us
of time for sight-seeing. First, we checked
the hotel. At the hotel we met our Chin
friend, Xin Liu, who took us sight-seeing

over Suzhou.

The first thing we saw was the N
Temple Pagoda. It is the tallest pagod
southern China, standing nine stories, and i

has been built, burned and rebuilt many,
times. The current pagoda dates back t

house and we picked him up.

1600's. It is located in the entrance of a garden

that has a lot

of other old buildings in it.

We paid our money and climbed up|all

a door barring the way, and the door was logked.
So we just stayed on the 8th floor and logked

around, since there is a balcony all aroun

pagoda.
At the

the

bottom of the pagoda was a man
who was renting binoculars.
got a pair and took it with us [to
the top of the pagoda. It was a
very clear day, and you could see
Suzhou very well. Since the
pagoda is located in the heart of
the city, you could look in

directions and see the beautiful city. A distgnce
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away | spotted the Tiger Hill pagoda, which i
the oldest pagoda in Southern China, since it I
never totally been destroyed. (We saw it lat
during our trip, and | will talk about it later.)
Below us | could see a lot of other buildings, arn
nearby | saw a lot of houses, with Chinese-sty
roofs.

After seeing the view of the city, we
walked down the 8 flights of stairs and left th
garden. We then went to Kentucky Frie
Chicken (one of the very, very few fast-foo
restaurants in China) to have lunch. After w
were full, we shopped around Suzhou.

Shopping in China is very interesting.

There are a lot of little shops
all ready to sell you whatever
they can. Now, the prices tha
are listed are not the rea

the people who are not
bargainers, or for the
foreigners. A good bargainef
(i.e. a Chinese bargainer wh
is a good customer and 4
local person) can get &4
cheaper price than the listed one (say, 30%
or so). It varies from store to store. One pers
will not go down one cent, while another wil
give you a 50% discount with little trouble
(Little trouble being a 30 minute argument.) G
course, it always helps to speak Chineg
preferably the local dialect. (It also helps to log
Chinese.) One note, though: bargaining
impossible in the larger, government-owng
stores.

prices. Those prices are fof

s assured that they had all been imported ff
assomewhere else in China. They were madsg
er being immersed in Lake Tai for eighty years

so to weather. Once they had eroded into a
d shape, they were taken out of the lake. It n
lehave been a colossal amount of work to

them all up. There were supposed to be

shapes of 365 lions in the rocks, if you us
e your imagination. While | did not find thg
many, I'm sure it is possible, given the v
amount of rocks there.

After that, we just wandered the stre
and we shopped, like we did when we werg
Hong Kong. We bought a few paintings, an
few  souvenirs.  Chines
paintings are quite differen
from American paintings.
do not think that the Chines
over-strive for realism. Mos
of the paintings have
number of large, blac
hem which others tell me

d
)
e

characters on t
poems. The strange thing is that they car
translate the poem for me from Chinese i
English. It seems that a literal translations
Dff Chinese poetry is very difficult.

A4

o

DN Once we finished shopping, we went
the hotel, and had supper. Since our family
western food, our two Chinese friends also
f western with us. Like always, it was amusi
e,to see Chinese eat American food. Fan Wei

k his french fries with a fork, and our oth

d dinner was over, we went to bed.
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is Chinese friend ate her bread with a fork. Once

The next day, (after breakfast) we went

After shopping for a while, we went to
another garden. | mentioned in a prior
newsletter that, on a trip to Nanjing, | saw &
garden that had a few neat, gray rocks in it
Well, this garden had a lot of gray rocks, and
they were all set up in a maze. There wersg
over-passages, under-passages, and sed
passages. | thought that it was really neat.
was a big garden, with a large pond in the
middle. The rocks went all around the pond
There were hundreds of rocks, and | wag

to a place that is very famous in China. This
garden has several famous items. There s a
very old stone bridge, temple and bell,
complete with a legend. It seems that one day
two brothers were walking by the river apd
they saw a bell floating down the river. They
retwanted to get the bell, so they tried to get the
t bell with a rope. One boy got a rope, gnd
another boy swam after the bell. But when the
boy on the shore threw the rope, the bell
5 floated away with his brother, taking him o

a)

g
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Japan. In memory of this daring feat there ar
two identical temples - one in Suzhou and on
in Japan. There is a very famous poem abol
the legend, and there are also famous painting
The place is so well-known that every New,
Year the place is closed to the Chinese
because thousands of Japanese come to vi
the site and hear the memorial bell ring.

After that, we went to Tiger Hill. | think

of bonsai trees. Bonsai trees are little trees
cost a lot of money. This farm had many, mg
It bonsai trees. Xin Liu said that they were indg
S. for sale, but the person who did the selling \
on vacation for Chinese New Year.
: After that, we decided that it w3
sitgetting late in the day, so we decided to
home before it got dark. We dropped off ¢
Chinese friend at her house, and we dr

a)
C
D

”

that Tiger Hill is one of the nicest gardens i
e Suzhou. It is very large,
and it has a number off
interesting sights, like
the Third Most Famous
Fountain. The Third
Most Famous Fountain
is famous because a long
time ago somebody
famous came and testeg
the water, and declared
that it was the third best
water in all of China.
(The first is in Hu Nan, and the second is rigl
here in Wuxi.) Now, however, | am sure thg
that is not the case, as the fountain has be
covered with a thick green scum and is full ¢
litter.

Another very famous thing is the Tige
Hill Pagoda. The Tiger Hill Pagoda is the olde
pagoda in southern China that has never be
totally destroyed. It was built in 966 A.D. I
looks old, too. It has not been restored for a lo
time, and only then it was restored enough
that it would not topple over. You see, the Tigg
Hill pagoda is leaning. Not quite as much 48
Pisa, but it is still a very noticeable lean. | thin
that the lean is getting worse every year, becal
just 10 years ago people were still allowed to ¢

up to the top of the pagoda. Not now, though.

(The pagoda (as a whole
is not in good enough
condition to stand all of
those Chinese that would
come and see it.)

We also saw (in
the garden) a large farm

g9

n home, so ending our trip to Suzhou.

QuestionsAbout China

by Jonathan Cooper
(These questions were asked by Paul Seufe

1. Are the sewage systems modernized
China?

Not by a long shot. | recently saw ps
of what they said was our sewage system. A

)
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was was an enormous gray pipe coming out of

the ground over a stream. The pipe had a I
leak in it, and it was spurting sewage w3
everywhere into the stream below. The stré
below needless to say, was slimy, green
smelled bad. No, | would say that the sew
systems are not modernized.
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2. Have you eaten chopped eel (and what d
,{MP

Yes, | have eaten chopped eel. It V
apparently fried, and it did not taste very gq
at all. What | prefer by far is chopped snakg
had it once in a restaurant. It was steamed,

g
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I
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it.

. How much do computers cost?

Like most imported things, they cq
twice as much as they should have. | sa
very average computer (a 386 worth less t
$1000 US Dollars) in Wuxi that costs abg
$2,100.00 US dollars. Most things (loca
made or grown) usually cost about the same

more expensive.

it tasted really good, barring all of the bones i

cheaper, unless it is good quality. Then if i
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4. What kinda stuff do they eat for breakfast?

Bean curd milk, steamed dough, tripe

pickled vegetables, jellied ducks feet, boile
peanuts, salty duck eggs, blood pudding, ang
sliced, soy-sauced green vegetable.

If you have any questions about Chinj
please write and | will print the questions her
but only if I have questions to answer!
¥4 Louie

3 by April Cooper

Louie is a parakeet.
He has a yellow head,
black and yellow striped
wings, and a green
stomach. Fan Wei gave
him to me for my birthday.
He has a green cage. H
eats out of my hand. He
also likes to clean his feathers. Sometimes
can be very cute. Sometimes he turns flips on
bar.

I'm teaching him to say "Pretty Boy." If

you opened the door to his cage and leave it

open all night he wouldn't fly out unless he ge
really scared. When Louie's food is low and he
decides to eat he sounds like a typewriter.

pecks at his seed and shells it and eats the ingj

like we do. | think Louie is a very nice bird.

My Trip To The Market

by Jonathan Cooper
In my last newsletter | had an artig
about going to the market. At that time, | h
not been to the market to get meat, so | cg
not (and did not) write about it. Now that
have actually been there, | can say that
earlier report did not tell the half of it.
Anybody could tell right off the bat th

le
ad
uld

R , It was
was laid out on

h long concrete counters,
e. )
including the meat.

1S All of the meat was just lying there, on
the tables. Huge chunks of bloody meat were
just laying there, as ordinary as can be. | saw

There were blg slices of meat just layi
- e around, without an
plastic on them o
anything. All of it was
just as exposed as can
be to all of the germs i
China (and there are a lot of germs in Chinga.).
When we picked out some meat, the person got
the meat, picked it up with very dirty gloves,
and he put it on that ancient (and also dirty)
hand scale to weigh. We bargained a bit, then
he just put the meat in a little pink plastic bag.
The bag wasn't even sealed! It was the type of
bag that you get at the supermarket to put fpod
in. That took me by surprise. To just put meat
in a bag like it was fruit or beans is unthinkable
in America, and here everybody does |it.

Strange.




S The Jon Monthly

In my last newsletter | had a picture of an
ancient hand scale. That picture was not quite
like the real thing. The scale they use is like half
of that scale. It has a plate on one side, and there
is a long wooden rod, with a movable weight.
The person moves the weight to one of the little
notches until it balances. The only trouble is that
there is two scales of notches on the wooden
pole, and you never knew which one they are
using. Not even all of the Chinese know how to
read the scale!

That trip was very interesting, but | could
tell even_moranteresting stories, but | am out of
room.
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(BIRTHDAY )

Happy Birthday,
Jon!

by Jonathan Cooper

their birthday. When New Years came
around, | got to find out, because that is
when the Chinese celebrate their birthday.

m use to wonder how the Chinese celebrated

You see, the Chinese do not celebrate
their birthday on the day they were born.
Instead, they all celebrate their birthday on
New Year's Day. In fact, that is when the
Chinese get older, because they all add a year
to their age on New Year's Day. They ignore
their ‘real’ birthdays almost entirely.

As for me, however, | celebrated my
birthday when | was born -- on February 26. |
had a wonderful time celebrating my birthday
in China. Here is what | did:

The first special thing that we did for my
birthday was have pizza for lunch. That may
not sound very special to you, but it was quite
an occasion here, because of the rarity of

pizza.

Pizza of any kind is very, very rare in
China. The delicious home-made pizza that
we had for lunch was certainly no exception.
Pizza is rare in China for a couple of reasons.
First off, the Chinese hate cheese. They really
dislike any kind of cheese. Because of this,

e there is little market for
A ’;’{ cheese, so it is quite
Y- P hard (and expensive)

to get real cheese for
our pizza. Another
reason is that it is very
hard to get the pizza sauce needed for pizza.
In fact, you have to go to Shanghai or Hong
Kong to get any kind of tomato paste to
use for sauce at all. Ordering pizza from a fast
food restaurant is not possible, because there
are very few fast food restaurants in China,
and none of them sell any kind of pizza. So,
pizza is a very special occasion after all!

After lunch, the guests began to arrive.
Most of the guests, by the way, were
Chinese. (There are very few foreigners in
Wuxi, you see.) All of them spoke at least a
little English, however. After the cake, pie and
presents (other great rarities in China) we
went to Wuxi's Plum Garden.

Plum Garden is a small mountain in
Wuxi covered with many, many plum trees.
Plum Garden, when it was first built in the
Qing Dynasty, was
originally a peach garden.
Now, though, it has
hundreds of red plum trees.
There are still a few peach
trees and cherry trees left,
though. In the early spring
all the plum trees bloom at
the same time. It is said

(and Tagree) that it is quite
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beautiful.

On the top of the mountain is a small, 3
story pagoda that gives the whole garden a
very Chinese look. The pagoda has a nice
veiw of the park, and you can also see Lake
Tai from its top.
Plum Garden is a
very popular
tourist attraction
in Wuxi for
foreigners  and
Chinese alike.

After paying to get in, we walked
around the garden. There are so many trees
there that it almost takes your breath away.
There are hundreds of trees covered with pink
and white blossoms.

We visited the park at the perfect time.
All the trees were in full bloom at the same
time. The whole park was covered with
blossoms. It was a perfect place for pictures.

Along with all the magnificent trees was
a lot of Chinese. The garden was full of them.
There were Chinese looking around, talking
and taking pictures. Some of the Chinese were
looking at us, too. In fact, there were several
Chinese who wanted to take Mike and April's
picture. | was not surprised. When we visited
Turtle Head island in Lake Tai, some Chinese
people just walked up to us and asked if they
could take their picture. They seem to be a
popoular tourist attraction.

Besides the plum trees, there were
several other interesting things in the garden.
One of these things is a large fountain with a
statue of a turtle in the middle of the fountain.
Beside the fountain was a person who had a
little stand with a large amount small change
on it. People would give him money, and he
would change the money into coins. Then the
people would try to throw the money onto the
back of the turtle. When they had thrown all
the money into the fountain they left. Then the
person took a long bamboo pole with a cup
on the end and he fished the change back out
of the fountain. He was doing very good

business. | think that | might go into a
business like that...

As | had said, there was a pagoda on
the top of the mountain. It was very close to
the pond that | just mentioned. It is a small
pagoda, only 3 stores tall. (All pagodas, by
the way, have an odd amount of floors
because the Chinese people consider even
numbers to be unlucky.) This pagoda has a
very good view of Wuxi, not to mention the
entire garden. You also could see a few boats
floating around on Lake Tai.

Most gardens in China do not have
any flowers of any kind, but this garden was
an exception. It had quite a lot of flowers,
beside the ones that were on the plum trees.

After we had looked over the entire
park, we went home. My birthday was over
until next year, but | was quite satisfied with
my first birthday in China.

(PoND )

The Pond

e have a large pond near our house.
st ﬂ It is not very special or interesting.

There are no hirds by it, no grass or

cat-tails by its edge. In fact, the only
thing that | like to go and do near it is to skip
rocks in it.

The pond does have a few fish, but
not many. | think that the fish keep alive by
eating all the garbage that is thrown into the
pond every day. You see, the pond acts as
sort of a dump. The Chinese
get our garbage, walk all of 10
yards from our house and they
throw it into the pond. They act
just as if dumping garbage in
the lake was the most normal
thing in the world.

=" =N
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Until now, that is all that they would do
to the pond. Recently, though, they have
begun to drain the pond. One day they started
draining it. They put a long pipe into the water,
and attached a little motor to it that pumped out
the water. The water flowed out of the pipe into
a little canal that is quite close (it is the one
that the water from the leak in the sewer goes
into). The next day they came back and fished
out a lot of fish from the lake. What they did
was they dragged huge nets across the lake.
They caught many fish, quite a lot more than |
thought lived in the lake.

For the next few days they continued to
drain it. After about a week, however, they
drained all the water out, and all that they have
left is pure mud, with
little puddles of water
here and there. Then
a whole lot of
Chinese came and
they fished out every
little crawfish and fish and little shrimp that they
could find. Then they left.

We asked different people what they
were going to do to the lake next, and we got 3
different answers. The first one that we got is
that they are going to make a little garden for
the villas, which would be nice. The second
answer was that they were going to build more
houses there. | can see no sense in that. The
houses would settle quite badly, and they have
not even finished building houses on all the
land that they already have!

Then we asked the guard what they
were going to do. (The villas are enclosed in
walls, and there are a couple of guards that
operate the gate, collect garbage, and deliver
mail to the villas.) The guard said that they
were just going to get out all the fish, and then
re-fill the lake and put in new fish.

What do you think they will do with the
pond? Do you think that they will build houses,
a garden, or do you think that they will just re-
fill the lake? TO BE CONTINUED...
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(HOUSE PROBLEMS )

Plumbing Problems

w couple of newsletters ago | mentioned

some of the more major house

problems that we had had. Most of the
problems have been fixed, but not all of them.
In fact, fixing some of our problems created
more problems!

I will explain. We had (and still have)
been having problems with our plumbing. The
bathtub water would leak out all over the floor,
creating a puddle. The toilet was also stuck
up. So we called in some plumbers, quite
hopeful that they could quickly resolve the
problem.

They came, and they marched right up
to the bathroom with their muddy boots. Mom
explained (through Fan Wei) the problem to
the plumbers. They then
went in to the garage and
saw the pipes coming out
of the ceiling, curve, and
go under the cement.
(The Chinese have never
heard of the great art of
concealing pipes in the walls. Most of the
bathroom pipes can be plainly seen in the
bathroom.) So they took the cap off the pipe
before it bent to determine whether the
problem was before this particular section of
the pipe or after.
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Mom went up and flushed the toilet. Living in China can be quite interesting
The water went straight down into the bucket at times.
that the man was holding. That told the
plumber that the problem had to be with the
commode. He was all set to go up there and
take apart the toilet. Mom desperately tried to
explain that the problem could not possibly be
there, because the water had come straight
down the pipe. The problem had to be after
this part of the pipe. The plumber would not
give up his idea. He was sure that he had
located the problem. After much haggling, the
problem was finally resolved. But, somehow
they managed to break the telephone in the
process.

So then we had telephone problems.
We managed to get the telephone fixed, and
now the plumbing does not work. | think that
sometimes our problems can be quite funny.

Our plumbing problems are all centered
in one bathroom. First off, if you take a bath,
the water instantly drains out into the floor. It

takes all day to drain the
water so that you do not

have a pond in the
bathroom. The commode
.) also backs up, so much

that it absolutely cannot be
flushed.

Not all of our water problems are
entirely our fault. We have not lost power for
quite some time. It appears that the power
company has finally gotten its act straightened
out. Now, though, it is the water company that
is giving us problems.

We currently have two water problems.
One of the most frequent (and annoying)
problem is the water pressure. At times the
water pressure is great. At other times, though,
the water just slowly dribbles out of the faucet.
Most of the time it is in-between, where the
water pressure is pretty weak, but still there.
Sometimes, though, we have water shortages
where we have no water at all. That is a
problem. It does not happen very often (say
two or three times a month) but when it
happens, it usually lasts all day.
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To Yi Xing And Back

by Jonathan Cooper

M y Dad had to go to Yi Xing for
business reasons -- he needed to
check up on buying some pumps at a

factory there. Since we would have some
time to go sight-seeing, Mike and | went
with him.

The first part of the trip (the business

part) was exactly like my trip to Nanjing. (I
think that all Chinese businessmen try to
sell you their
product in the
same way). After
we had arrived at
the plant they took
us to this fancy but
cold room. Dad
talked to the
Chinese
businessmen about pumps and James, his
interpreter, translated what he was saying
into Chinese. Then the Chinese talked

(through James) with Dad. This went on for
about an hour or so.

Once they had finished talking (for
the moment, anyway) they gave us a guided
tour of the plant. (So far things were right on
schedule.) After we had finished looking
over the plant, the Chinese (just as |
expected) took us to lunch at the company’s
restaurant there at the plant.

The manager led us to a back room
with two tables in it. One table was set for
lunch and had some cold food on it. We sat
down at that table
and started eating.
As we ate, they
brought out more
and more dishes.
Some of the food
they brought out was
OK (like the delicious
Mandarin fish they
served us). Other food was best to be left
alone (like some of those suspicious-looking
vegetables that were saturated with soy
sauce).

At Chinese banquets anywhere in
China they always do their best to fill you up
with a large
variety of food.
The people at the
pump factory in
Yi Xing were
certainly no
exception. They kept bringing out food.
Every ten minutes a new dish or two would
be brought out.
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Some of the food they brought out
was quite weird. In fact, they brought out a
few foods during that lunch that | did not know
were edible. Like turtle.

During the meal they brought out a big
pot of soup with a whole turtle in it. The head,
feet, shell and tail were all intact. The first
thing they did to the turtle was take off its shell
and offer it to Dad, who politely refused it.
Then they offered it to
James who  also
refused it. They finally
managed to give it
away to the Chinese
guy who sat next to
me. Once they had
given it to him, Dad
told me that it was a great honor to be offered
the turtle shell to eat. It was, however, an
honor that I could easily do without.

| was curious how the Chinese person
who got the shell would eat it. After all, turtles
have very hard shells. | found out that the
shell had weakened enough to eat when it
was cooked. He just started eating it like |
would eat a cookie. He picked it up and
started biting off the edges of the shell. After
he had eaten away the thin edges of the shell,
he broke the shell in half and sucked out the
stuff that was in the center of the shell.

While | did not eat any of the shell, |
did try a little of the turtle meat. It was not too
bad. It was edible. It tasted something like
tough meat. Still, it is not something that |
would want to have very often. Once a lifetime
is enough for me.

Some of the other unusual food that
they brought out for us to eat included pigeon
(head and feet included) and quail. The quall
they brought out did not have its head with it,
though. (Not that | wanted to eat it.) | didn’t try
any of the pigeon, but | was brave enough to
try a little of the quail. The quail was so small
that there was hardly any meat on its bones. |
thought that the quail was quite tough, a lot
tougher than the turtle was.

After we had finished eating that huge
meal, we went back to that fancy, cold room
and they talked some more about pumps.
After about 30 minutes of talking they
finished and then (just like in Nanjing) the
plant manager took us sightseeing.

The first place he took us to was a
pottery store. Yi Xing is very famous for its
fine pottery. All over Yi Xing there are pottery
stores after pottery stores. The pottery stores
they have in Yi Xing are quite large. | had
never seen as many pottery stores as they
have in Yi Xing anywhere else in the world.

The pottery store that the manager
took us to was actually a shopping center
made of a lot of little pottery stores all lined
up in a row. The manager took us behind a
row of stores to a little courtyard where there
were more stores. There he walked into one
of the stores and then went to the back
room. In the back room of that store was all
kinds of pottery. The room was lined with
shelves, and on the shelves were clay pots,
teacups and just about everything that you

. could possibly make
out of clay. Many of
the teapots had a lot
of imagination put into
them. There was one
teapot that was
disguised as a small
cabinet. Another was
pictured as a turtle
(like the one that we
ate for lunch). It had a
few baby turtles on its
back. If you pulled up
the baby turtle on the
center of the large turtles back, a hole was
revealed to pour the tea into the pot.

After we had finished looking at the
pottery we went to a cave. The cave was a
good distance from town, so we had a nice
drive through the countryside. One thing that
| noticed all along the road; there were many
fields with a lot of plants with little yellow
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flowers on them. James said that the flowers
are used to make vegetable olil.

The cave we went to is naturally
divided into 3 distinct sections -- the middle
layer, the top layer, and the bottom layer.
You entered into the cave through the
middle layer. The middle layer was mainly
just a place to stop and wait for a tour guide.
You didn’'t have to have a tour guide to
guide you around the cave, but it helped.
The tour guide that our group got told us a
little history about the cave and pointed out

neat-looking

You
had to watch
your head in

middle
0 of this
ficave because
‘rained’.

There was a
constant dripping of water from the ceiling
onto the floor. The top layer of the cave was
quite hot. The hot air instantly fogged my
glasses so that | could not see. The top
layer is hot because of the natural boundary
of rock between the top level and the
bottom level that keeps the air trapped on
the third level instead of letting the air
circulate throughout the entire cave.

On the bottom layer there was a little
river. They had a boat tied to a dock inside
the cave which they used to row tourists
down the river. It was interesting, but you
had to watch your head because the ceiling
was low.

After that, we went home. We had
had a very interesting Saturday.

Which Wavo he
Pagoda?

by Jonathan Cooper
g n just about every free Saturday my

friend Fan Wei comes over to our
house. By “every free Saturday” |
mean Saturdays when he is not in school.
In China everybody does not always get
Saturday off. For example, this week he
will go to school for 6 days, and next week
he will go to school for only 5 days. It
varies from week to week. Another
interesting thing is that not all the Chinese
are off the same two days. One person's
weekend might be on a Wednesday and
Thursday, while somebody else might be
off on Monday and Friday. It varies from
company to company.

When Fan Wei came over one
Saturday we decided to go see the Three
Deer Hill pagoda. The Three Deer Hill
Pagoda can be seen from our house. It
appeared quite close, and it looked like it
would not take very long to get to it. So we
bundled into the car and left.

We only had a little trouble finding
the island that the pagoda was on. It's on
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Turtle Head Island in Lake Tai. We parked
our car and we started out for the pagoda.

There was a large map put right
inside the entrance of the park, showing just
where all the sights of the island were. We
looked at the map and we found the
pagoda. According to the map, we should
follow the path until it forks, and then we
were to turn left. It looked as if the map was
right, too. We could see the top of the
pagoda not too far away.

We walked down the path for a while,
looking at all the pleasant scenery until the
path curved to the right to avoid the
mountain. According to the map the path
was not supposed to do
that. After all, the pagoda
was to the left, not to the
right. So, instead of
following the path like we
were supposed to we opted
to go up the mountain. On
the mountain it looked as if
there was a path leading not only in the
direction that we wanted to go, but also to
the top of the very mountain where we
thought the pagoda was located. So we
eagerly followed it.

The path was quite a long, twisting
one. It started leading us to what we thought
was the wrong direction. So, when another
path came in sight, we took it. And then we

took

another
path.

wW

e
diligently
climbed
up the
2 = mountain
until we got to its top. At the top of this
mountain was a little clearing. It turned out
that this was not the mountain that had the
pagoda! We had climbed up the wrong
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mountain! The correct mountain was still a
long way off. We decided to take another
path that we thought would lead us to the
pagoda.

After a long walk down the mountain
the path ended -- not at the pagoda, or at
the foot of the mountain where we thought
the pagoda was, but at a blacktop road
without a pagoda in sight. We could not
figure out which way to go. We followed
the road for a while, and then | spotted a
little path through the forest which lead to a
gravel road. The road looked to me as if it
would lead us to the pagoda. | called to
everybody, and after much talking | had
them somewhat convinced. So we walked
down the steep path.

It turned out that the pagoda was in
that direction, but there was a high barbed-
wire fence between the mountain that the
pagoda was on and us. So we had to turn
around and go back up to the blacktop
road.

After a while we made it back the
blacktop road. We walked down the road
some more. Presently the road forked. We
took the road that led us to the left,
because we now knew in which direction
the pagoda was. And we were right. It led
us right to the mountain that the pagoda
was on. As we were climbing the mountain
I (once again) spotted a path that went
straight up the mountain. | tried to convince
my family to go up it, but by now they had
lost faith in my paths. Besides, the path |
saw was steep and we were tired. The
path that we were currently on gradually
sloped up the hill. Dad said that he and
Mom would continue up the path that we
were already on and the rest of us could
go up the one | saw.
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So we did. It turned out that my steep
path was the shortest path up the mountain
because we beat Mom and Dad to the
pagoda. We sat down and rested until Mom
and Dad came.

Once Mom and Dad made it to the
top we went inside the pagoda. It was a
small pagoda, being only three stories.
From the outside it looked like it was four
stories, but once we were inside we saw
that the third floor just had an extra tall
ceiling. The whole pagoda was very
beautiful. When 1 first walked inside the first
floor | saw a huge chandelier. On both sides
of the door were twin spiral staircases going
up to the next floor. The third floor had a tall
ceiling. Around the ceiling was a carved
wooden border. There were windows on all
sides of the pagoda. We climbed to the top
of the pagoda and we went out on the
balcony.

The day was perfect for sightseeing,
and that was emphasized by the view at the
top of the pagoda. It was crystal-clear. We
could see all around for miles. We saw Lake
Tai as it flowed all around the island. Across
from us on the mainland we could see a lot
of Wuxi. In fact, we even spotted our house!
We saw boats fishing in Lake Tai and cars
zooming wildly on the roads, and we
spotted a few bicycles here and there. | saw
a small plane flying around. | asked Fan
Wei about it and he said that they have
planes in Wuxi where you can hire
somebody to fly you over Wuxi. After we
finished looking around, we left.

Well, compared with the long walk
there, the walk back was quite short. We
just followed the path that we were
supposed to and we made it to the car in
almost no time at all.

Plumbers Again

by Jonathan Cooper

In my last few newsletters | have mentioned
our plumbing problems, and how fixing them
almost always caused more problems. Well,
this time it appears that we will have had the
last of both plumbers and plumbing
problems.

Mom and Dad decided to get our
plumbing fixed once and for all. Before | tell
you what they did, | will first tell you just why
we are having problems.

Our plumbing was built wrong when
they built our house. We have a pipe going
out into the sewer. Before it reaches the
sewer pipe, though, it comes to a little hole.
On one side of the hole is our pipe, and on
the other side of the hole is the pipe leading
to the sewer. All that is just fine if it was not
for the fact that the pipe leading to the sewer
is higher than the pipe that comes out of our
house. So, all the stuff that comes out of our
house goes into the hole. After about a day
or so, the hole is full, having not gone into
the other pipe. So, what happens is the stuff
gets backed up back into the pipe leading
from our house. Eventually it gets to where if
we drain the water it comes back out into the
floor.
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So, Mom and Dad (like | said) decided
to get it fixed. We got some plumbers to come
to our house and we explained to them what
we wanted them to do (raise the pipe coming
from our house). They said they would come
on Monday.

On Friday (not Monday) a few workers
came. They brought with them a
sledgehammer, a pickax and a shovel to bust
up the garage floor. Mom showed them to the
garage and they went to work.

Before they could get to the pipes they
had to take up part of the concrete in our
garage. To do that, one man would crack the
concrete with a sledgehammer. Then another
man would come up behind
him and shovel out the rocks
into the middle of the
garage. If they came upon

/ any stubborn rocks they
é used the pickax to loosen
' them.

They worked at it until about 11:00. By
that time they had dug a hole about 6 or 7
inches deep. After an hour's lunch they came
back and continued working. They did not
overwork themselves, though. Quite often
they would stop and just chat for a long time.

It took them all day to complete the
hole. By the end of the day they had a hole
the length of the pipe and about 2 feet deep --
and a big pile of dirt, rocks and bricks in the
middle of our garage.

The next day they came back and
fixed the piping. They pushed, pulled and
fixed our pipes while we were enjoying
ourselves at the Three Deer Hill Pagoda.

Once they fixed our problem they put
the dirt back into the hole and then they
covered the hole with cement. We watched
them pour the cement. The first thing they
did was mix the cement. This they did on the
street right in front of our garage. A worker
put a big pile of gravel on the road outside
our garage and he shoveled the cement
mixture on top of the pile of gravel. Then he

thoroughly wet the whole mixture. When the
mixture was sufficiently wet, he shoveled it
into the hole. Then he went over it with a
trowel a few times and
smoothed out the
concrete.

After they
finished they left, and
we hope it was for the
very last time. (Note: our
plumbing is fixed, but
somehow the plumbers managed to break
our telephone again!)

-
=

Pond Update

by Jonathan Cooper

we have a pond nearby, and that the

builder was draining it. We wondered
what they were going to do to the lake, so
we asked several people, and we got
several different answers.

m n my last newsletter I mentioned that

We recently asked the builder what
they were going to do. He officially said that
they were going to start building houses on
the pond sometime this month.

In China, though, ‘this month’ can
(and most often does) mean ‘perhaps this
year'. | think that this is the case here,
because right now they are doing nothing
to the pond. In fact, it is starting to fill up
with rain water. If they wait too long they
will have to drain it again!
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Our Vacatlon
by Jonathan Cooper

called "The Forbidden City" because it is as| big

the palace
barges. Th
Forbidden Cit
is made up

When my Aunt Jeannette came to visit U
in China we took a vacation and went to Beiji

been to these cities before, and had been re
looking forward to it.
To get to Beijing, we first had to take

train to Shanghai and then we flew to Beijing.

After arriving at the airport, we took a taxi to th
hotel where we were staying. That is when | g
my first impression of Beijing. Beijing is very
different from the rest of China because it
much more modern. Beijing has highways, fa
food restaurants and supermarkets, unlike otl
Chinese cities. It is the closest to an Americ:
city that | have seen in China.

Beijing is a little like Hong Kong in
terms of development and modernization, b
Hong Kong is still a lot better. Anybody wha
had only seen Beijing, though, would not have
good idea of what China is like. Beijing is a bi
exception from the rest of China. At leashave
not seen two Pizza Huts in Wuxi (or Shanghai)

The first place we visited was The
Forbidden City. The Forbidden City is thg

I B

elaborate Each building had a very
threshold (about 7 inches high), and almost

St
'€lcourtyard inside the Forbidden City, some
suddenly came

and ushered us to the

far side of th
courtyard.

We
protested, saying

that we wanted fo
look around. W

were ushered to the side all the same, along with
* everybody else that was in the courtyard with us.
¢ About half an hour later a group of peqgple

palace where the emperors use to live. It

is walked through the courtyard, accompanied by a
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group of photographers and reporters. We laterthe dark as much as ever. After much frustrated
found out that the President of Portugal was |in search, we decided to visit another restaufant

that group of people. (Later in our trip he woul
catch up with us again.)

that was near Tiananmen Square. But we c{
not find that restaurant either. We then gaveg

buld

After we had finished looking around and tried to go to any old restaurant to pet

The Forbidden city, we went to Tiananmen Beijing Duck. But we couldn't find a restaurgnt

Square, one of the largest public squares in thethat served it! Each Chinese restaurant we went
world. It is to they said "I'm sorry, we don't serve that
said that it | here." By then it was 8:00 and we still had |no
covers 100 | success, so we decided to go to Pizza [Hut
acres. | think, | instead. We decided that we would try aggin
though, that | tomorrow
100 acres The next day we hired a driver and a

includes the land and the building in the center tour guide to take us on a tour of the Great

of the square (where Chairman Mao was Wall and the Ming Tombs.

buried). However, that is not saying that the Our first stop was the Great Wall. Thare

square is small. The square is very big. In fagct,are two different sections of the Great Wall

could fitin it.
Tiananmen was very busy when w

visited it. There were a lot of people flying kites.

One man had a large group of people arou

him because his kite looked like a long dragop.

There were people strolling around, a
generally everybody was enjoying themselves.

That night we wanted to try Beijing
Duck, a very famous food in China. Since W

crowded, and the other section is a lot m
scenic, but it is not as well known as the ot
dsection. We decided to go to the scenic spot
The Great Wall is located on top of
d range of mountains. That meant that we wa

parking lot is located at the bottom of t
e mountain. There are three methods of get

were in Beijing, we assumed that it would be from the parking lot to the Great Wall

easy to find.

A friend in Wuxi had highly
recommended a certain restaurant. We had mq
preparations ahead of time to go there. We ask
our friend to write down the name of thg
restaurant in Chinese, and circle it on the mg
We brought the map with us and we showed it
a taxi driver. The taxi driver dropped us off i
front of a building and he pointed down th

street. Then (obviously thinking that we
understood him) he drove away.

We looked
up and down the
street for the
restaurant, but we

could not find it.
We even asked a few other people and they ju

walking up the stairs, having somebody c3
you up in a rickshaw chairs, or taking the |

eds quite a walk to the top of the mountain.
p There are 1,100 stairs to the top. T
. may seem I|ke an exaggeratlon to you, b
to O i
is not. It felt like
there were a lo
more steps tha
there really was
Once you get tdg
the top, though
you have quite 4§
view. | could segq
nrEs why they built
St the Great WaII at the top of a mountain - if g

=)

D

pointed down the street and left, leaving us ir

| enemies came, the guards could see them

nd&ince the lift was broken, we took the stairs.

assure you that it

uld

have to do a little bit of climbing, because the

he
[ing

rry
ft.

It

hat
ut |

t
N

r=—4

ny
from
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IN THIS ISSUE...
To Thailand and Back
The Crocodile Farm

The Garage Makeover
The new newsletter layout

D

@ JOE
@ The Liu Lian
@
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UNUSUAL FRUIT

NEW NEWSLETTER LAYOUT

About the new layout...

or this newsletter | am

trying a new layout. | got

the idea to remodel my new-

sletter from The ISR Courier,

a newsletter put out by Paul

Seufert. After looking it over, |

decided to adapt some of his

ideas into The Jon Monthly. If

you like it

please write

to me and let

me know! Al-

so, this new-

sletter  was

rushed -- we suddenly de-

cided to go back to America

for a while, which meant that |

had to hurry up and finish this

newsletter. Sorry if it's not
perfect! B

The Jon Monthly

The Croco-
dile Farm

by Jonathan Cooper

hile | was in Thailand |

went to see the Sa-
mutprakarn Crocodile Farm
and Zoo, which is the largest
crocodile farm in the world.
There are over 40,000 croco-
diles of all sizes living there.

The first thing we did
was go see the crocodile
show. The crocodile show
was very interesting. Two
men got into this large area
where there were over twenty
crocodiles lying around. They
did tricks with the crocodiles,
such as dragging them (by
their tails, of course) onto a
large rock and opening their
mouths. After they got a
couple of crocodiles onto the
rock, they proceeded to put
their head into the crocodile's
mouth!

Besides that, they
spent a lot of time dragging
the crocodiles through the
water by their tails. The cro-
codiles didn’t seem to mind
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To Remodel A

Garage

by Jonathan Cooper

ne day Mom went into

the garage to get

something and she
quickly ran back into the
house, slammed the door,
jumped up and down and
screamed for about a minute.
She had seen a rat in the ga-
rage!

Having a rodent in the
garage is nothing new. In a
prior newsletter | wrote an ar-
ticle about where Mom acci-
dentally brought a mouse into
the house in a bucket and the
trouble we had getting rid of
it.

The problem was that
several large rats had taken
up residence in our garage.
So, after much consideration,
we decided to wall up the ga-
rage door (we couldn’t fit our
car into the garage anyway --
the car was too long) and

The Jon Monthly

make a room out of the ga-
rage.

The first thing we had
to do was clear out the ga-
rage. This was a lot of work
because our garage resem-
bled a junk yard. The garage
was full of stuff. So Dad, Mike
and | carried everything into
the house. First, however, we
had to dust everything (every-
thing in the garage was fil-
thy), and in the process I
think we ruined two perfectly
good rags.

After hauling off every-
thing we didn’t want and relo-
cating everything we wanted,
the  workman
came. For one
of the first
times ever they
didn't do any-
thing weird or
unusual. They
(there were two
or three of
them) took
down the ga-
rage door and
walled it up,
and put in a
window and a
door.

It's not finished yet, but
it is really shaping up. I'll let
you know when we get it fi-
nished...
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TRIP TO SINGAPORE

INSIDE
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Singapore

The Night Safari
Jurong Bird Park
Indonesia
Coming Home
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